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WELCOME

Our Trust vision:  
To ensure that all the 
children and young 
people in our care 
have the opportunity 
to fulfil their potential 
through achieving highly, 
regardless of their ability 
or background. 

Choosing a secondary school for your child is a very 
important decision, as you’re placing your trust in a 
school to support your child in developing and achieving 

their potential.  We’re very pleased you have chosen Granville 
Academy and will do our utmost to repay the trust you place in 
our Academy. We hope our prospectus will give you an insight into 
why we feel Granville Academy is the right choice for your child.

Granville Academy is committed to providing academic 
excellence within a caring and inclusive environment.  We believe 
all children have the right to a stimulating and challenging 
education that develops their knowledge and understanding 
across a broad and balanced curriculum.   

In developing our students on their pathway to excellence, we 
are guided by our simple values ‘Work hard, be kind, choose 
wisely’. We believe these values are central to success within 
education, but also key values that allow us to be successful in 
life. We explicitly teach and promote these values, expecting our 
students to show acts of kindness, gratitude and self-discipline 
within lessons, social time and within their wider community.  We 
support this by upholding the highest of expectations within a 
‘warm-strict’ culture.  

Our academic and rigorous curriculum ensures students are 
knowledgeable about the world around them, it prepares 
them to contribute to their local community, to take their place 
within a global society.  We recognise that academic success 
is important.  We place value on reading and are proud to call 
ourselves a “Reading School”. We aspire for our students to 
leave our Academy as confident, articulate, ambitious lifelong 
learners. We support this development through a clear approach 
to developing knowledge.  We believe knowledge is powerful.  
We place value on its importance in securing the building 
blocks needed for our students to make sense of concepts.  
When secure, it allows learners to independently make links 
and connections that deepen their understanding.  Deep and 
secure knowledge encourages intellectual curiosity and subject 
mastery. In achieving this, our teaching is direct and explicit.  We 
emphasise the need and ability to retrieve and recall information. 
We develop this by interleaving our curriculum; sequencing 

lessons, starting each lesson with a low stakes quiz.  We use 
knowledge organisers in every subject and signpost the core 
knowledge that should be retained.  We secure and expand on 
this through regular homework activities that direct students to 
spend time learning and applying this knowledge.  Learning is a 
skill.  We teach students why this is important.  We show them 
how to do it effectively to achieve their potential and celebrate 
their success when this is done well. 

A key strength of the Academy is the positive relationships 
between staff and students. We have a friendly, respectful, 
harmonious environment.  We are truly inclusive and will not 
tolerate discrimination of any kind. Within our community, 
students and staff are valued, developed and supported to be 
successful. We believe that every member of our community 
has the right to feel safe.  Tolerance, respect and fairness are 
promoted through traditional British values, as such, we expect 
our students to treat each other with respect, to show manners, 
to be courteous and polite. 

Since our last Ofsted inspection in 2015, our GCSE results have 
gone from strength to strength.  Our core subjects perform in line 
with national standards. In the last published results, we excelled 
in Art, History and Geography performing well above national 
standards. We continue to strive for academic excellence 
and ensure students are challenged by a rigorous academic 
curriculum led by subject experts in all of their lessons.  

Parents/Carers and the community are important to us. We are 
explicit and open about our vision because we want a shared 
understanding about how success can be achieved together.  
We want you to support our ethos.  We want to communicate the 
standards and expectations as one voice.  We do this together, 
because we have a shared purpose in securing the best for our 
students and maximising their potential.  We ask them every day 
to be the “best version of themselves” and stress the importance 
of this, so that they leave us with high standards, continued 
ambition and a desire to pursue challenging, fulfilling careers that 
bring both success and happiness.

Our warm strict approach is relentless and based on high 
expectations of student behaviour and conduct. Students wear 
our uniform with pride and come to the Academy ready to learn. 
We expect parents/carers to support us in upholding our high 
standards and expectations. To do anything less, is to let our 
students down.

We commit to this because it is right, because we care. 

We know that establishing a strong working partnership with you 
is essential to your child’s success. We hold regular information 
evenings and we are always willing to meet, or contact you if you 
have any concerns or queries. We have a strong pastoral system 
that ensures students are safe, known and nurtured.

Staff and students are proud of our brand new highly equipped 
Science, Technology and Physical Education building. It provides 
the facilities our students and local community deserve and will 
further support our progress and journey towards excellence. 

Of course, you cannot really get a true feeling about an Academy 
from a brochure or website; you will only get this by coming 
to see us first hand. We would urge any prospective parents 
or carers to come and see us in action and experience what 
we have to offer first hand. If you would like to do this, please 
contact the Academy Reception on 01283 216765 and we will 
gladly arrange a tour of the Academy. 

We look forward to meeting you. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Oliphant. 
Principal. 
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WORK HARD
At Granville Academy, we believe in our young people. We 

will take them beyond their expectations and are clear that 
to do this, they will be exposed to a rigorous academic 

curriculum, which is delivered by expert teachers in a school 
environment where there is a relentless insistence on excellent 
behaviour and self-discipline.

At Granville Academy, the staff, students and parents and carers 
are one team, sharing the goal of the students achieving the 
very best academic outcomes that they possibly can, so they 
can achieve their dreams and ambitions. Our students will be 
in a position at 16 to access the next phase of their education, 
employment and training through high quality qualifications such 
as A levels and apprenticeships. Furthermore, we will ensure 
they do so as a pathway to advance onto university, degree-level 
apprenticeships or to be employed in meaningful employment, 
which will enable them to be successful and prosperous in the rest 
of their lives. Our students will therefore give themselves every 
chance of achieving their ambitions, being happy and contributing 
positively as citizens in British society.

SEND  
At Granville Academy, we work hard to ensure that any barriers 
to learning are identified and removed at the earliest point. Our 
SEND Team will liaise with our feeder primary schools and parents 
and carers to ensure all information is known to enable a smooth 
transition. In addition to this, the team will work with external 
agencies to ensure where there is a need, this is identified and a 
support plan is put into place. In class learning is supported by 
experienced Academic Mentors, who will also lead small group 
interventions to further reduce barriers and enhance progress.  

Curriculum  
As part of The de Ferrers Trust, we have a shared curriculum 
across all three secondary schools. The curriculum design is 
robust, balanced and broad. It is designed to stimulate, motivate 
and encourage students to be life-long learners. The curriculum 
not only prepares students for their next stage in their educational 
journey but ensures that they are ready for the world of work and 
how to be positive citizens in their local community. All students, 
at all Key Stages, study the core subjects of Maths, English, 
Science, IT, PE, RE and Values. Students will study the following at 
Key Stage 3, and have the opportunity to deepen their knowledge 
at GCSE for Languages, History, Geography, RE, Music, Drama, 
Art and Design Technology subjects. Those in Key Stage 4 also 
have the opportunity to study Business Studies, Computer 
Science and Health and Social Care.  All students are fully 
supported with choices for Key Stage 4 and beyond. 

Our values:

“We could not have 
asked for any better, 
communicated well 
and seemed genuinely 
interested in getting all 
the information needed 
about our child.” Parent 

“I thought I wouldn’t make any 
friends but I was wrong. all the 
teachers were nice which made 
me feel more welcome. I didn’t 
normally enjoy going to school 
but when I wake up now I look 
forward to coming. I really like  
it here and I personally think this 
is one of the best schools in  
the area”  Lily
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BE KIND

At Granville Academy, we expect everyone to be proactively 
kind and supportive of each other.  That is who we are. 
We do not tolerate unpleasantness, whether directly 

or indirectly. We expect students to report any incidents of 
unkindness and staff to address these appropriately.  Everyone 
has the right to feel safe and to know that they belong in the 
Granville family. We ask our staff to make sure they are diligently 
monitoring and modelling good behaviours at all times.

At Granville Academy, we are proud of our Support and Guidance 
team. This team is extensive and is not only highly skilled, but 
also experienced within their roles. Each student will belong to 
a tutor group, led by their own personal tutor and overseen by a 
Head of Year. These will stay with each student throughout their 
time at Granville Academy, enabling them to get to know each 
student as an individual. The Head of Year 7 is highly involved in 
the Transition process, and will meet students prior to starting with 
us in September. 

Granville Academy students are taught throughout the curriculum 
and within the tutor programme about difference, alongside the 
importance of tolerance, acceptance and kindness. Our students 
understand the significance of challenges and change, and 
are supported to become successful through hard work and 
persistent determination by employing resilience and self-care 
skills. Through this work our students are empowered to be the 
best version of themselves not only within the Academy, but in 
their lives beyond the Academy gates.  

“All of the teachers are 
so kind and helpful: they 
also explain things very 
well. I feel very happy at 
Granville and love it so far. 
The homework is fun. I like 
Granville a lot more than 
Primary school and have 
made new friends. I was a 
little scared but now I am 
confident.”  Ashley 

“I have learnt new things already.  
Not only are the teachers great but the  
lessons are too. I was quite worried about 
getting lost and homework. The teachers were 
really helpful and told us where to go.”  Martha  
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CHOOSE WISELY

Being part of a high functioning team means that there 
needs to be instructions which are followed. Within 
school, these instructions come from staff and we 

expect these to be followed first time and every time. Our 
teachers are professionals and experts in their subjects, 
these instructions ensure students are successful in the long 
term. When students respond well to instructions at Granville 
Academy, we recognise and reward. Likewise, when students 
fail to follow instructions, we take action to remind them why 
these are essential and of the consequences should they 
make poor choices.  We do this because we care and work 
with students to develop positive habits, which will make 
them kind, happy and successful in life.

“Our child seems to have 
settled really well and I am 
so pleased about how he 
comes out of School. He 
seems to have much more 
enthusiasm and positivity 
towards learning.” Parent 

“All of the teachers have 
made me comfortable, 
so now I feel I can 
answer questions” Jay 
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CURRICULUM – 
PROGRESS AND 
WIDER OFFER 

We pride ourselves on the conduct of our students, both 
within and outside of structured lessons. At Granville 
Academy, we support all students to realise that by 

making wise choices, they are able to make outstanding progress 
in all areas of their lives. Students are supported to see the value 
and importance of showing pride.  We encourage our students 
to be the best version of themselves at all times, showing pride 
in everything they do, which includes wearing their uniform 
correctly, having good attendance, completing assignments and 
homework well, attending interventions at all times and treating 
others with respect.  We expect our students to make positive 
contributions that support the ethos of our Academy. Our students 
have opportunities to participate in, as well as representing the 
Academy in a wide range of sporting activities, including rugby, 
football, tennis, trampolining and curriculum trips and challenges 
e.g. UKMaths challenge, visiting theatres. In addition to this, there 
are numerous opportunities for students, of all ages and abilities, 
to demonstrate and develop leadership qualities and skills, for 
example, School Council, the Student Leadership Team, Anti-
bullying Mentors or Head Boy/Girl. 

Through positive participation within the life of the Academy, 
and the wise choices that each student makes, our students 
leave Granville Academy fully prepared to successfully transition 
through each stage of their personal educational journey and into 
the world of work.  Granville Academy students are identifiable 
as being equipped with the essential life skills and knowledge 
of self awareness, mindfulness, self-care and the importance 
of relationships. Granville Academy students are well rounded, 
knowledgeable and kind. Granville Academy students are 
prepared for future challenges and ready to take their place as 
responsible citizens, ready and resilient to fulfill future challenges. 

“I’m enjoying my time here 
and I am really looking 
forward to what my future 
will be like at Granville”  Ella  

“The overall online 
materials during lockdown 
and the home visit was 
brilliant.” Parent   

“I was scared that I would 
find lessons hard and 
that I would not make 
new friends, but I was 
completely wrong, I settled 
immediately”  Makenzie   
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