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Introduction, Qualifications & Assessment 

 
 

Introduction  
 
Granville Academy provides a broad and balanced curriculum which engages and challenges students so they 
achieve the best possible range of qualifications to enable their aspirations to be fulfilled.  We want all students 
to leave the academy as confident, independent life-long learners, equipped with transferable skills which will 
ensure success in a constantly changing world.  
 
 

Information, advice and guidance  
 
This booklet provides information about the courses on offer and the options process. Please keep it safe as it 
will be useful to refer to throughout Years 9, 10 and 11.  This booklet will also be available on the academy 
website. Please ensure you access the online option evening on 31st January 2022.   
 
 

Qualifications and assessment 
  
All Key Stage 4 courses are accredited, which means students will achieve a qualification which is externally 
recognised.  GCSE qualifications are graded 9-1 with 9 being the highest grade and 1 the lowest grade.  A grade 5 
is considered a strong pass and a grade 4 a standard pass.  Different courses at college/6th form (post 16) require 
different entry requirements.  A levels typically require 5 strong passes including English and Maths. 
 
Students will take the vast majority of their examinations in May / June of Year 11, with most subjects having at 
least three hours of examinations.  
 
 

Alignment across the Trust 
 
All Academy’s within the de Ferrers Trust have aligned examination boards for individual subjects. For example, 
Combined Science in all academies follow the same AQA specification.  This enables the different faculties to work 
closely together to share resources, schemes of learning and moderation of assessment. 
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EBacc & Progress 8 

 
 

Importance of English and Maths for progression  
 
English and Maths have always been part of the core curriculum and regarded as fundamentally important for all 
students. The value of these subjects for progression at all levels has continued to increase in recent years. For 
example, achieving GCSE 9-5 Grades in English and Maths is now an entry requirement to Sixth Form and Level 3 
college courses, as well as a universal entry requirement for all degree courses at the majority of Universities. 
Literacy and numeracy skills are also essential in any work place and are highly regarded by employers. Therefore, 
Granville places great importance on supporting students to achieve the best possible outcomes in English and 
Maths.  
 
 

English Baccalaureate  
 
The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is a suite of qualifications that are held in high esteem by universities.  It 
recognises students who achieve a GCSE grade 9-5 (strong pass) in: 

• English;  

• Maths;  

• two Sciences; 

• a Modern Foreign Language (French at Granville); 

• a Humanities subject (Geography or History) 
The purpose of the EBacc is to encourage students to achieve a broad set of academic GCSE qualifications.  
 
NOTE: We will use our professional judgement and progress data to advise some students into completing the 
EBacc suite of subjects through our advised pathways.  
 
 

Pathways 
 
Students will be guided onto one of two pathways; Ebacc or Express pathway 
 

1. EBacc – must select a language and at least 1 humanities subject (History/Geography). 
2. Express – 1 choice must include Geography, History, French or Computer Science. 
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Progression Routes Post Granville 

 
 
As part of the Education and Skills Act, 2008, the minimum age at which young people in England can leave 
learning was raised, requiring them to continue in education or training until the age of 18. Raising the 
participation age means that students must continue to learn through one of the following routes:  
 

• Continue with full-time education in school or college  

• Work-based learning, such as an Apprenticeship  

• Continue with part-time education or training for at least 20 hours a week if they are employed.  

 
New Government legislation also states that all students must continue with English and Maths until 18 years 
of age or until they achieve a grade ‘4’ or above, whichever comes first. 
 

 

Sixth Form and then University, employment and/or training  
 
Students wishing to progress to Sixth Form or College to study A-Level examinations will need at least five 9-5 
GCSE grades, including English and Maths, and preferably a grade 6 in the same or similar subjects that they wish 
to study at A-Level.  Studying the Triple Sciences or Combined Science, a Modern Foreign Language and 
Geography and/or History at GCSE also helps lead to the study of A-level courses known by universities as the 
‘facilitating subjects’. These are subjects most likely to be required or preferred for entry to degree courses and 
ones that will keep the most options open at university.  
  
 

College, apprenticeships or employment with training  
 
Colleges and other further education institutions offer a wide range of applied courses at Level 3 (equivalent to 
A-Levels), Level 2 and Level 1 standard, they also support apprenticeships and other training-in-employment 
schemes. The entry requirements vary according to the level and type of course. For Level 3 courses and advanced 
apprenticeships, students will typically need at least five GCSE 9-5 Grades or equivalent, sometimes in specific 
subjects and often including English and Maths. It is strongly recommended that students aspiring to progress 
to this route after Year 11 should follow the advice of choosing a broad range of subjects and remember the 
importance of working hard to achieve a good grade in both English and Maths GCSE.  
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Making Good Choices 

 
 
Making the right choice of subjects at Key Stage 4 is very important because it may affect a student’s progression 
after Year 11 and possibly their future career opportunities. Students should use the following four questions to 
help them choose the best combination of courses: 
 
 

1. What am I good at and what courses will I succeed in?  
 
Recent progress reports and scores in assessments will help students to identify their areas of strength.  If 
students are unsure about their ability to succeed in a particular subject, they should ask their teacher.  
 
 

2. What am I interested in and enjoy?  
 
Most students can quickly identify their favourite lessons, but it is important to make sure they choose a course 
because they find the subject interesting, rather than just because they like the teacher or the group of friends in 
their current Year 9 class.  It is unlikely that students will have the same teacher or group in a particular subject 
in Year 10.  
 
 

3. What type of learner am I?  
 
There are many different types of learners.  Some students learn best through vocational experiences where they 
can see how their learning applies directly to the world of work.  Kinaesthetic learners have a preference for 
learning through a physical activity, such as making a product in DT.  Auditory learners find it easiest to learn 
through listening and speaking, for example aural activities in French, while visual learners have a preference for 
learning through studying pictures, images and diagrams, such as map work in Geography.  All courses are 
designed to have a variety of activities that appeal to students with different learning preferences, although some 
courses may be particularly well suited to certain types of learner.  
 
 

4. What qualifications do I need for my next step after Year 11 and beyond?  
 
One of the most important outcomes of Key Stage 4 is that students achieve the qualifications that they need for 
progression to their desired next step after Year 11 and to support their long term aspirations. If students are 
clear about what career they wish to pursue they should seek advice about relevant courses. At this stage, many 
students will not know exactly what career they want to pursue so it is important to choose a broad and balanced 
combination of courses to keep their future options open.  However, it is important that students think ahead as 
much as possible and find out what qualifications they may need for their desired post-16 education.  
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Important Guidelines for Students 

 
 

DO    DO   DO   DO    DO   
 

 Make sure YOU KNOW what is involved in each of the courses you are considering. Read about 
them carefully. What will you learn and how? 

 Ask the teachers of any subjects you are considering if you need further information or guidance. 

 Discuss your choices with appropriate adults. 

 Pick subjects you will enjoy and be successful at. 

 Select a BALANCED range of subjects which will allow for a later change of career plan. 

 Take the selection seriously. You are making important decisions about your own future. 

 

 
 

DON’T  DON’T   DON’T  DON’T  DON’T 
   

 

 Don’t think you are expected to know at this stage what you want to do later in life; the 
curriculum is constructed to keep as many open doors as possible. 

 Pick any subjects just because your friends are choosing it; you might find yourselves in different 
groups 

 Pick any subjects just because you like the teacher who takes you now. The teacher may be 
different in Year 10. 

 Assume that any course will be the same as in Key Stage 3. 

 Don’t rush to complete your choices, it is not a first come first served system. However you must 
stick to the deadline given. 

 Allow someone else to make the choices for you. 

 Don’t worry if you can’t fit everything you want in. Some subjects can be taken at Sixth Form 
without the need for GCSEs. Ask a member of staff if you are unsure. 
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How Can Parents Help? 

 
 

We ask for your help, as parents, in the following ways: 
 

1. Play an active part in helping your child make choices through discussion and advice.  
 

2. Continue this active interest and support during the two years when your child will be working 
towards their GCSE examinations. Great demands will be made on their time and energy. Much 
hard work will be required and your son or daughter will need constant reassurance from you 
and from us at the academy that it is all worthwhile. 
 

3. Not to take your son or daughter out of the academy during term time as they miss vital lessons 
and assessments in both Year 10 and 11. If your child falls behind with non-examination 
assessments, then it will be difficult for them to catch up on the work missed. 
 

4. Ensure that you support your child in helping them to revise regularly throughout Year 10 and 
Year 11 as they will have a lot of information to remember at exam time. 
 

5. Ensure that your child attends study support sessions when required. 
 

6. Contact the academy if you son/daughter is struggling with the work. We are here to help. 
 

 
 

Options Process 

 
Once the options choices are submitted via the SIMS app to Mr Gell (Curriculum Vice Principal), he will begin to 
form the options columns to try to ensure as many students get their preferences as possible.  Inevitably there 
will be a small number of students whose preferences will not fit the columns.  In these circumstances, parents 
will be contacted and will be invited in for a meeting to decide an alternative subject. 
 
 

Oversubscription and Undersubscription 

 
In order for a subject to run there must be a viable number of students.  If there is not sufficient interest in a 
subject we may not be able to offer it.   
 
Conversely on occasions there may only be limited places in a subject; for example we may only be able to run 
one Art class meaning only 30 students can take this subject.  In this situation we would again contact parents to 
discuss alternative choices if a class is already full.   
 
 

Subject entry requirements 
 
Some subjects, like Computer Science, for example, may have specific entry requirements.  Please note these in 
the subject information pages. 
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Option Process 

 
 
A timetable of the process is provided below, please adhere to all deadlines to ensure the option process 
runs smoothly. 
 
 
 

Process      Date 
 
Option Booklet & Pathways letter   W/C Monday 24th January 2022 
 
 
Year 9 Online Parents’/Carers’Evening  Monday 24th January 2022, 4.00pm – 7.00pm 
At the evening students and parents’ have the chance to discuss possible progression with their current teachers. The 
teachers will be able to advise on what is involved in the GCSE courses. 

 
 
Options Evening     Monday 31st January 2022, 4.00pm – 7.00pm 
 
 
Option Forms Completed    Friday 11th February 2022 3 pm 
Option forms need completing and returning via the SIMS app.  Guidance will be given. 

 
 
Final Confirmation     May/June 2022 
Students will receive written confirmation of their options. 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 30th September 2022 – deadline for option changes. 
We advise students to spend at least two weeks in the chosen courses. If after this time the student feels it is the wrong 
choice for them they will need to see Mrs Boyce for an Option Change Form. Please note that student choices at this point 
will be limited and may not always be possible, so please take the choices seriously the first time around. 
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The Key Stage 4 (Year 10 and 11) Curriculum 

 

Core Curriculum 
 
There are several subjects that are compulsory in the Key Stage 4 National Curriculum.  All students will study the 
following compulsory subjects: 
 
English Language and English Literature 
Maths 
Science 
PE 
Values 
 
 

Non-Core Curriculum 
 
Students need to choose a broad and balanced set of options which will help them continue with their studies 
when they leave Granville. Students have to choose 3 option choices.   
 
Students on the Ebacc pathway are advised to pick a Humanities subject (History or Geography); a language 
(French) and one other subject. 
 
Students on the Express pathway have to pick at least one of: History, Geography, Computer Science and French 
plus 2 other subjects.  These other 2 subjects can include subject in the list below. 
 
World Studies 
Geography 
History 
French 
RE 
 
Design Technology 
Design & Technology 
Business Studies 
Computer Science  
Creative iMedia 
Food and Nutrition 
Textiles and Fashion 
 
Creative Arts 
Art 
Drama 
Music  
 
Health & PE 
Physical Education 
Health & Social Care 
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Part 1 

 
 
 

The Core Curriculum 
 
 
 

❑ English 
 
 
❑ Maths 

 
 

❑ Science 
 
 

❑ Values 
 
 

❑ PE 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

 
 

Exam Board 
 
AQA 8700 English Language 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700 
 

Qualifications 
 
GCSE Level 1 and Level 2.  

 
Content of Course 
 
This course covers the skills of reading and writing. You will study a range of fiction and nonfiction texts 
and learn how to respond to descriptive, creative and discursive unseen texts. You will also learn about 
creative and essay writing.  
Spoken Language, formerly known as Speaking and Listening, will now be recorded separately. You will 
be assessed on presenting your ideas; responding to questions and feedback; and your use of Standard 
English. 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar will be taught within GCSE English Language and these skills will 
need to be transferred to your other subjects. 
 

Assessment Method 
 
All students will sit the same exam paper; there are no longer separate papers for Higher or 
Foundation tiered students. 
There will be two exams at the end of the course, each will cover reading and writing and will be 1 hour 
45 minutes. These examinations will account for 100% of the final GCSE grade. 
Due to government policy, there will no longer be any coursework or controlled assessments that 
contribute towards the final GCSE grade. 
Students will sit the examinations during the summer of Year 11. 
 

Post 16 Options 
 
A good grade in English is an essential qualification for many different Post 16 courses and career paths. 
Students can go on to study English Language at A Level. 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 

 
 

Exam Board 
 
AQA 8702 English Literature 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702 

 
Qualifications 
 
GCSE Level 1 and Level 2 

 
Content of Course 
 
Students will read 

• a Shakespeare play; 

• a 19th century novel; 

• a modern prose or drama text; 

• a cluster of poems set by the examining board AQA. 
 
In addition to this students will study a wide range of poetry to prepare them for the unseen poetry 
assessment. 
 

Assessment Method 
 
Examinations will account for 100% of the GCSE grade. There will be two exams during the 
Summer term of Year 11; the first one will be 1hour 45 minutes and the second will be 2 hours and 15 
minutes. 
The first exam paper will assess you on the Shakespeare play and the 19th century novel that you will 
have studied. This will constitute 40% of your GCSE grade. The second exam will assess you on modern 
prose or drama, and poetry that you have studied in class. One section will require you to read through 
poetry that you have not seen before and then respond to a question about it. 
 
 

Post 16 Options 
 
Students can go on to study English Literature at A Level. A high grade will usually be required to study 
this subject post 16. 
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MATHEMATICS 

 
 

Exam Board 
 
OCR J560 
 

Qualifications 
 
GCSE Level 1 and Level 2.  

 
Content of Course 
 
The aims for the GCSE course number amongst them: 

• To develop Mathematical knowledge and oral, written and practical skills in a way that 
encourages confidence and provides satisfaction and enjoyment 

• To apply Mathematics in everyday situations and develop an understanding of the part which 
Mathematics plays in the world they live in 

• To solve problems, present the results clearly, check and interpret the results 

• To develop an understanding of Mathematical principles 

• To recognise how and when a situation may be represented mathematically, identify and 
interpret relevant factors and, where necessary, select an appropriate mathematical method to 
solve the problem 

• To use Mathematics as a means of communication 

• To develop an ability to apply Mathematics in other subjects 

• To develop the abilities to reason logically, to classify, to generalise and to prove 

• To appreciate patterns and relationships in Mathematics 

• To appreciate the interdependence of different branches of Mathematics 

• To acquire a foundation appropriate to further study of Mathematics and of other disciplines 
 

Assessment Method 
 
At the end of the course in Year 11 there will be three examination papers to sit. 
Paper 1 – 1 hour 30 minutes written paper, calculator allowed 
Paper 2 – 1 hour 30 minutes written paper, non-calculator  
Paper 3 – 1 hour 30 minutes written paper, calculator allowed 
 
The papers are split into two tiers  Foundation - graded 5 - 1 
     Higher – graded 9 - 3 
 

Additional costs/equipment 
All candidates, no matter what Mathematics set, are expected to equip themselves with pen, pencil, 
rubber, 30cm ruler (divided into cm/mm), angle measurer (protractor) and a scientific calculator which 
must include SIN/COS/TAN functions (we recommend a ‘natural display’ calculator to support students 
with particular topics such as surds). Calculators can be purchased from the Mathematics faculty. 
 
Students who excel in Maths may be given the opportunity to take a Further Maths course which will 
prepare them for A Level. 
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COMBINED SCIENCE 

 

Exam Board 
 
AQA 
 

Qualifications 
 
GCSE Level 1 and Level 2.  

 
Content of Course 
 
Students will study GCSE Combined Science. 
 
Biology 

1. Cell Biology 
2. Organisation 
3. Infection and response 
4. Bioenergetics 
5. Homeostasis and response 
6. Inheritance, variation and evolution 
7. Ecology 

Chemistry 
8. Atomic structure and the periodic table 
9. Bonding, structure and the properties of matter 
10. Quantitative chemistry 
11. Chemical changes 
12. Energy changes 
13. The rate and extent of chemical change 
14. Organic chemistry 
15. Chemical analysis 
16. Chemistry of the atmosphere 
17. Using Resources 

Physics 
18. Forces 
19. Energy 
20. Waves 
21. Electricity 
22. Magnetism and electromagnetism 
23. Particle model of matter 
24. Atomic structure 

 

Assessment Method 
 
Assessment is through six papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each of the papers will 
assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas. Each exam paper is one hour fifteen 
minutes long and is a mixture of multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response 
type questions. Each exam paper is worth 16.7% of the final grade and these exam papers will be 
available in two tiers; foundation and higher.  
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TRIPLE SCIENCE 

 
 

Exam Board 
 
AQA 
 

Qualifications 
 

GCSE Level 1 and Level 2.  
 

Content of Course 
 
Students will study separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.   
 
GCSE Biology  
GCSE Biology gives students the chance to gain a good understanding of human biology, organisms, evolution and 
the environment. The specification integrates the principles of 'How Science Works' throughout the units.  The 
specification is based on a series of topics related to the living world and relevant to students. It is designed to 
help them understand how Science can be used to explain the world in which they live and the impact humans 
have.  The subject content includes: 
1. Cell biology  
2. Organisation 
3. Infection and response  
4. Bioenergetics  
5. Homeostasis and response 
6. Inheritance, variation and evolution  
 7. Ecology  
 
GCSE Chemistry  
GCSE Chemistry gives students the opportunity to gain a good understanding of, the nature of substances and 
how they react together, how Chemistry is used in business and industry and how our use of raw materials in 
fuels and manufacturing can affect the global and local environment. 
The specification is designed to help students understand how to formulate a scientific approach to 
understanding and explaining the world and solving problems. This means that the 'How Science Works' approach 
is integrated throughout the specification. The specification is structured in a way that starts with the 
fundamental ideas in Chemistry, putting the building blocks in place. This enables students to develop an 
understanding of topics such as chemical structures and their properties, chemical reactions and how to analyse 
substances. 
Many of the materials considered are substances that students will come across in their daily lives like drinking 
water, vegetable oils and metals. This helps engage students by putting their learning in context. The subject 
content includes: 
1. Atomic structure and the periodic table 
2. Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter  
3. Quantitative chemistry  
4. Chemical changes 
5. Energy changes  
6. The rate and extent of chemical change  
7. Organic chemistry  
8. Chemical analysis  
9. Chemistry of the atmosphere  
10. Using resources  
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GCSE Physics  
GCSE Physics offers students the chance to gain a good understanding of, the use and transfer of energy waves, 
radiation and space and the application of Physics. 
The specification is designed to give students the tools and concepts they need to be able to construct a scientific 
approach to solving problems. Students will learn to ask and answer questions about the fundamental laws that 
govern natural phenomena. This is done by integrating the 'How Science Works' approach throughout the 
specification. 
Students are likely to be engaged by the aspects of the specification that they can relate to their everyday life 
such as the efficiency of electrical appliances and braking distances as well as larger concepts like nuclear fission 
and fusion and evidence of the Big Bang. The subject content includes: 
1. Forces  
2. Energy  
3. Waves  
4. Electricity  
5. Magnetism and electromagnetism 
6. Particle model of matter 
7. Atomic structure  
8. Space physics  

 
 

Assessment Method 
 
Assessment for each GCSE is via two examinations at the end of year 11.  Each exam is one hour forty five minutes 
in length and contributes to 50% of the final grade. At foundation level students can achieve grades ‘5’ to ‘1’ and 
at higher level students can achieve grades ‘9’-‘4’.  Students can achieve a different grade for each GCSE. For 
example they could achieve a grade ‘9’ in Biology a grade ‘8’ Chemistry and grade ‘7’ in Physics.  
 
 

Science Overview 
 
Every student in Year 9 has now started the Combined Science GCSE course.  They will continue to study this 
through Year 10.  The cohort for Triple Science is selected at the end of year 9 using year 9 assessment scores.  
Triple scientists will receive an additional hour of Science each week giving them 6 hours a week.  2 hours each 
for Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  All others will consolidate their knowledge and improve their grades for 
Combined Science for the final exams at the end of Year 11. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRIPLE SCIENCE CONTINUED 
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VALUES 

 

Exam Board 
 
Non examination subject. 
 

Content of Course 
 
The aim of the following topics is to provide students with the knowledge, understanding and skills to learn and 
achieve to the best of their ability and to prepare them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of 
adult life. 
 
The Subject is split into three areas: 
1. Living in the Real world 
2.  Physical & Mental Wellbeing 
3.  Relationships including sex education  
 

In Year 10 students will study: 
 

• Relationships including sex education 

• Careers and Aspirations 

• Employability  

• Drugs and Alcohol 

• Parenting styles 

• Health and wellbeing 

• Sexual Orientation 

• Study skills 

• Careers 

• Economic well being 

• British Values 

• Internet safety 
 

In Year 11 students will study: 
 

• Post 16 Options and Applications  

• Employment Rights 

• Personal Finance 

• Health and wellbeing 

• Relationships including sex education 

• Revision Techniques 

• Basic First Aid 

• Internet safety  

• Personal safety 

• Independent living 

• Environment & sustainability 
 

In addition to classroom activities, students will have the opportunity to welcome many visitors to the lessons 
who have expertise in a wide range of areas and who will provide valuable information and resources.  There is 
also a programme of visits to local Post 16 centres.  It is hoped that these will help students to make informed 
choices about their future education and training. 
 
Students are offered independent careers advice and guidance from our Careers Advisor. 
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OTHER NON-EXAMINATION COMPULSORY SUBJECTS  

 
 
 
PE 
 
All students will follow a core PE programme throughout Years 10 and 11.   
 
 
 
The programme is designed to keep students fit and healthy and develop their skills and understanding, to 
promote a lifelong commitment to physical activity and keeping healthy. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
. 
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Part 2 

 
 

Options, Choices & other Course Information 
 
 
 
 

o Art and Design 
 

o Drama 
 

o Music 
 

o Design and Technology 
 

o Business Studies 
 

o Computer Science 
 

o Creative iMedia 
 

o Food and Nutrition 
 

o Textiles and Fashion 
 

o Geography 
 

o History 
 

o French 
 

o Health and Social Care 
 

o PE 
 

o RE 
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ART & DESIGN 

 
 

Exam Board 
 
OCR 
 

Qualifications 
 
GCSE Level 1 and Level 2 

 
Content of Course 
 
The GCSE course in Art & Design is popular and successful.  Students have the opportunity to develop specialist 
skills of their choice in a wide range of media.  During Year 10, students follow set themes which allow them to 
build up their skills and experiment with resources. They can use mix media, drawing, painting and/or printing.  
In Year 11, students continue an extended project, in which they are required to use their knowledge and skills 
to produce quality work. Their last project is their mock exam which will go into their course work portfolio. They 
then will receive their exam paper in January. (There is now unlimited preparation time for the final controlled 
test examination). 
 

Assessment Method 
 
Students may specialise in mix media, three-dimensional studies, drawing, painting or printing, or submit a 
selection of these.  The coursework consists of three units or projects and accounts for 60% of the final mark.  The 
examination accounts for 40% of the final mark. 
 
There are four assessment objectives, carrying equal weighting. 
 
AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources. 
 
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques 
and processes. 
 
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses. 
 
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of 
visual language 
 

Post 16 Options 
 
Art and Design offers a wide range of career opportunities, including fashion design and textiles, graphic design, 
advertising, ceramics, computer graphics, illustration, teaching, interior design, photography, theatre design and 
architecture.  Art and Design is also an important component in careers such as hairdressing, television and film 
production, industrial design and landscape gardening. 
 
After GCSE students can further their Art qualification in various ways, including ‘A’ levels, Diploma and then a 
degree course in their chosen specialisation.  Art and Design experience is a valuable part of personal 
development.   It can build self-confidence and a sense of achievement. 
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DRAMA 

 
 

Exam Board 

 
Eduqas (WJEC) 
 

Qualifications 

 
GCSE Level 2 
 

Content of Course 

 
Students who have enjoyed the drama course in Y7, Y8 and Y9 now have the opportunity to continue this subject 
at GCSE level.  During the two-year course students will continue to look at the world around them and increase 
their understanding of it.  This is done through the creation of characters where the students are able to view a 
situation through somebody else’s eyes.  Our use of text involves writers as wide ranging as Willy Russell, Alan 
Bennett, Shelagh Delaney and William Shakespeare. 
 
All students will work on their acting skills, a superb way of learning how to understand others while developing 
self-confidence and communication skills.  Students will also develop the art of direction, helping others in 
performance.  This is an excellent way of learning how to work constructively with others and negotiate 
outcomes. 
 
The technical aspects of drama, staging, lighting, make-up, costume, etc are also studied during this course.  We 
are fortunate to have the necessary facilities in the academy to cover all of the technicalities of a big stage 
production or a small studio performance. 
 

Assessment Method 

 
1.  Coursework in lessons 
2. A practical exam……..a performance for a visiting examiner 
3. A written exam paper. 
 
Our own performances have also been tremendously well received both as part of the curriculum and out of 
academy hours.  Educational drama has been produced for local primary schools and GCSE students are 
encouraged to show their coursework to other students and parents. 
 
In a world where communication skills are increasingly important drama allows students of all abilities to work 
together and develop these skills.  Listening, negotiation and co-operating are vital aspects of the course designed 
not only to help students understand their surroundings but also themselves. 
 

Post 16 Options 

 
Drama is of tremendous value in any job where people need to work and communicate with other people.  It is 
also of great social and recreational value. During drama sessions students will learn to manage their time as they 
are responsible for meeting performance deadlines.  They will also learn to manage one another as they direct 
each other during the preparation of work.  They will also be responsible for collecting and managing 
resources………..all excellent training for the world of work. 
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MUSIC 

 

Exam Board 
 
OCR 
 

Qualifications 
 

GCSE Level 1 and Level 2 
 

Content of Course 
 
GCSE Music is designed for students who enjoy creating, performing and listening to music and want to extend 
their skills further in all three areas. The course builds on prior knowledge and skills gained throughout Key Stage 
3, taking them to the next level. It is an advantage when taking this course if students already play an instrument, 
although it is not a requirement. However, students are required to compose and perform different types of 
music throughout the course. 
 

As music is essentially a practical subject, every student will be expected, as part of the course, to sing or play a 
musical instrument to a good standard.  A wide range of instruments is accepted by the exam board from the 
voice to bagpipes and from electronic organ to recorder.  The standard of performance does not have to be high. 
However, the more difficult the piece attempted, the more marks which are gained. For example, a Grade 5 piece 
played well should gain a GCSE Grade 8 or a Grade 3 piece played well a GCSE Grade 4/5. 
 

Assessment Method 
 

Through specific areas of study which include: 
Area of Study 1  My Music (Spotlight on My Instrument) 
Area of Study 2  The Concerto through time  
Area of Study 3  Rhythm of the world 
Area of Study 4  Film Music 
Area of Study 5 Conventions of Pop 
 
Students are expected to: Perform, Compose and Appraise. 
 
To create a final portfolio which includes: 
2 x Compositions with a minimum total playing time of 3 minutes 
2 x Solo performances & 1 ensemble with minimum total playing time of 4 minutes 
 
Listening Examination 
An examination prepared on CD which tests the candidates’ knowledge of the four areas of study above.  The 
examination will not exceed 1 hour 30 minutes. 
 

Post 16 Options 
Performing as a Profession; Music Librarian; Music Publishing; Retail Distribution;  Broadcasting including 
Television; Commercial Advertising; Teaching (especially Junior/Infant); The Recording Industry; Music Therapy 
plus lots more. 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 

 
 

Exam Board 
 
AQA 
 

Qualifications 
 

GCSE Level 1 and Level 2 
 

Content of Course 
 
individual subjects Resistant Materials, Graphics and Textiles now come under the same banner of GCSE Design 
Technology. 
 
During the two year course you will study a wide range of materials including papers and boards, timber, metals, 
polymers and textile fibres and fabrics, you will also develop an understanding of systems, programmable 
components and mechanisms to support any potential design solutions you may develop later on. You will also 
learn about wider design principles and the effect of design on users and the world we live in.  
You will then develop a deeper knowledge and understanding of specific materials and related techniques and 
processes, in order to construct working prototypes and achieve functioning design solutions; through the study 
of existing design solutions.  
You will complete an iterative design challenge where you will ‘explore’ real needs and contexts, ‘create’ solutions 
and ‘evaluate’ how well the needs have been met and the problem solved. Explore, create, evaluate is a process 
that occurs repeatedly as design iterations are developed to continually improve the outcome, building clearer 
needs and better solutions, meaning ideas and prototypes can be developed into successful products in the 
future.  

 
The AQA content requires you to apply mathematical and scientific knowledge, understanding and skills.  It also 
requires you to use Computer Aided Design and Computer Aided Manufacture. 

 
Assessment Method 
 
The Iterative Design Challenge is a single task that is worth 50% of the qualification. AQA will release contextual 
challenges. There will be three open and real-world contexts for learners to interpret and explore, creating 
iterations when designing and making through the processes of ‘explore, create and evaluate’.  
The other 50% of the qualification covers the principles of design and technology in an examination. This is a 
single examination component with questions covering both ‘core’ and ‘in-depth’ content. This examination is 2 
hours and questions offer full access to all learners regardless of their practical experiences in the subject.  
Student will receive a grade 9 – 1. 
 
 

Post 16 Options 
The study of design and technology can lead to future careers in product design, engineering, architecture, 
fashion and graphic design; it will develop your design and thinking skills that open up a world of possibility, 
providing the tools to create the future. 
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BUSINESS STUDIES 

 
 

Exam Board 
 
OCR J204 
 

Qualifications 
 

GCSE Level 1 and Level 2 
 

Content of Course 
 

Business is not just about figures and charts. It would be nothing without people driving it forward. Good business 
acumen underpins the modern world in all aspects including industry, agriculture, leisure and politics. 
 
Working towards this qualification, students will acquire and secure the following skills: 

• develop as critical and reflective thinkers 

• develop an enquiring mind and the skills to build arguments and make informed judgements 

• develop investigative, analytical and evaluative skills 

• develop a knowledge of contemporary issues in a range of local, national and global contexts 

• understand the role of business in ethical and sustainable environmental issues 

• communicate, and apply knowledge and understanding of business concepts, issues and terminology 

• gain insight into how business works, develop the skills to pursue small business ventures as well as 
develop business ideas 

• Accrue experience, preparation and knowledge for further education study and careers. 

 

Assessment Method 
Over the two years, students will cover two units. 
 
Unit 1 – Business Activity and Marketing of People 
Examination 1 hour 30mins 
50% of final assessment 

 
Unit 2 – Operations Finance and Influences on Business 
Examination 1 hour 30mins 
50% of final assessment 

 
Post 16 Options 
Business Studies develops essential communication, planning and evaluation skills, and gives students the 
knowledge and understanding to use these skills appropriately in the private, public and voluntary sectors. The 
teaching of Business makes students more aware of their roles as consumers, workers, citizens and, ultimately, 
as business owners. Many who study Business at GCSE continue their study (with Business or Economics) into the 
Sixth Form and go on to Higher Education, including university. This course of study also equips students to enter 
the world of work or to secure a place on an apprenticeship scheme. 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE 

 

Exam Board 
 
OCR 
 

Qualifications 
 

GCSE Level 1 and Level 2 
 

Content of Course 
 
The course is made up of three units – two theory and one controlled assessment – and will require students to 
demonstrate knowledge and understanding of: 

• What algorithms are, what they are used for and how they work; ability to interpret, amend and create;  

• Binary representation, data representation, data storage and compression, encryption and databases; 

ability to use SQL to insert, amend and extract data stored in a structured database 

• Components of computer systems; ability to construct truth tables, produce logic statements and read and 

interpret fragments of assembly code 

• Computer networks, the internet and the World Wide Web; ability to use HTML and CSS to construct web 

pages 

• Awareness of emerging trends in computing technologies, the impact of computing on individuals, society 

and the environment, including ethical, legal and ownership issues 

 
This would be a good course for someone interested in how anything with a microprocessor works.  

 

Assessment Method 
 
Unit 1 – Computer Systems (50%) 
This unit covers the theory of Computer Science, how systems work, their security and protocols. 
 

Formal Assessment:  Examination lasting 90 minutes 
Students will get a question and answer booklet consisting of five compulsory questions – each question is made 
up of several parts.  Question styles include multiple choice, short answer and extended writing. 
 

Unit 2 – Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming (50%) 
Students will gain experience using the Python programming language to create solutions to problems.  
 
This is assessed in a 90 minute written examination. 
 
Unit 3 – Programming Project  
Using the skills gained for Unit 2, this controlled assessment element provides students a brief and they must 
analyse, design, develop and test a solution. 
 
Notable Facts 
NASA uses Python as the code for all satellites they produce. 
 
Entry requirements: high Maths ability, at least potential grade 5, plus excellent coding and computing skills. 
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CREATIVE IMEDIA 

 
 

Exam Board 
 
OCR Cambridge Nationals 
 

Qualifications 
 

Level 1 and Level 2.  
 

Content of Course 
 

Compulsory Units –  
 

• R093: Creative iMedia in the media industry - written paper (50% final mark) 

• R094: Visual identity and digital graphics - centre assessed (25% final mark) 

 
Students will then choose one of the following optional units as a centre assessed task which accounts for the 
remaining 25% of the mark. 

 
R096: Animation with audio 
R097: Interactive digital media 
R098: Visual imaging 
R099: Digital games 

 

Assessment Method 

 
The compulsory unit R093: Creative iMedia in the media industry is assessed by a written examination that lasts 
1 hour 30 minutes. 

 
All other units within this qualification involve coursework that is set and marked internally. This will be done 
throughout the two years at Key Stage 4.  

 

Post 16 Options 

 
OCR Level 3 Technical Digital Media  
Level 3 Creative Design and Media  
Information communication technology course  
Level 3 Information creative technology  
Web development  
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FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION 

 
Exam Board 
 
AQA 
 

Qualifications 
 

GCSE Level 2 
 

Content of Course 
 
“This new GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course which focuses on practical 
cooking skills to ensure students develop a thorough understanding of nutrition, food provenance and the 
working characteristics of food materials. At its heart, this qualification focuses on nurturing students' practical 
cookery skills to give them a strong understanding of nutrition. 

Food preparation skills are integrated into five core topics: 

• Food, nutrition and health 

• Food science 

• Food safety 

• Food choice 

• Food provenance 

Upon completion of this course, students will be qualified to go on to further study, or embark on an 
apprenticeship or full-time careers in the catering or food industries.” 

At the end of this course your son/daughter will be examined in the summer term. 

Your son/daughter will also complete two Non-exam Assessments which will be completed within class with your 
child’s class teacher. 

When will my child start the Non-exam Assessment? 

Your son/daughter will begin the first Non-exam Assessment in the autumn term following with the second NEA 
in November in the new academic year. They will gain help and support from their class teacher throughout this 
period. The Non-exam Assessments are worth 50% of the overall grade therefore it is essential that your 
son/daughter accesses all the support which will be given to them in order for them to reach their potential. 

The Non-exam Assessments are assessed using different criteria. Your son/daughter will be assessed against these 
criteria throughout the year. 

What your son/daughter will complete and when it will need to be handed in to their teacher? 

Non-exam Assessment 1 will begin in Autumn 1 and is expected to be handed in at the end of the Autumn 1 Term. 

This NEA focuses on the food science part of the course. 

Non-exam Assessment 2 will begin in Autumn 2 and is expected to be handed in at the end of Spring 1. During 
this time a 3 hour practical examination will take place. 
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FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION CONTINUED 

 

How you can further support your son/daughter? 

Due to the fact that Pupils have not been able to do practical food lessons at KS3 we intend to offer Key Skills 
catch up sessions after school. There would be an expectation that all pupils who opted for the subject will 
attend. 

• Your son/daughter will have weekly homework which will be recorded in their log book 

• Important information and resources can be found on your child’s Showbie account 
• Resources found on Showbie will encourage your child to become independent leaners 

• PPE (Pre Public Exams ) Within Food Preparation and Nutrition your child will have the opportunity to 
complete 3 PPE’s. Please encourage your son/daughter to revise throughout the year. Once again, there 
will be support and guidance on their Food Preparation and Nutrition Showbie App. 
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FASHION AND TEXTILES 

 

Exam Board 
 
OCR  
 

Qualifications 
 

Level 2 
 

Content of Course 
 
GCSE Textiles and Fashion is a course aimed at students who wish to explore their creativity and problem 
solving skills. 

 
Within this 2 year course students will build on existing knowledge and develop skills learnt throughout KS3. 
Through a series of challenges, mini projects and experiments new skills, techniques and technologies will also 
be introduced. 

 
During Year 10, students will learn about materials, decorative techniques, clothing construction and 
components used in the fashion/textiles industry. Students will be expected to produce a portfolio of work 
using research, experimentation and practical sampling influenced  by  contemporary designers and artists. 
Students will learn how to transform their ideas into 2D and 3D products. 

 
In Year 11 the primary focus will be on an independent controlled assessment which carries 40% of the final 
GCSE mark. This brief is set by the exam board and students will need to produce a portfolio which includes 
research, design work, experimentation, analysis and evaluation. In addition to this students will produce a 
practical solution to the brief. Students can opt to direct their studies towards fashion or interior textiles design. 

 

Assessment Method 

· Portfolio of practical work showing a personal response to a brief. 

      Non-exam assessment worth 60% of the total GCSE 

· Externally set task ( controlled assessment) 

      Non– exam assessment worth 40% of the total GCSE 

 

Post 16 Options 
 
The course will provide an excellent progression route onto A level Art and Design courses and related careers 
paths including textiles and fashion related industries: knitwear, printmaking and surface pattern, interior 
design, costume/theatre design, textile art, and accessories. 
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GEOGRAPHY 

 

Exam Board 
 
AQA 
 

Qualifications 
 

GCSE Level 2 
 

Content of Course 
 
If you want the answers to the issues affecting the world today then Geography is the subject for you. Geography 
is both up‐to‐date and relevant. It affects us all and stories containing elements of the subject are always in the 
news such as climate change or the La Palma volcano that began erupting on September 25th 2021 and didn’t end 
until December 25th 2021. Geography will help you to make sense of the world around you.  Many of the world's 
current problems boil down to geography, and we need the geographers of the future to help us understand and 
deal with them. It will also provide you with an insight into a wide variety of important and topical issues and give 
you the opportunity to see our world in a different way. 
 
The course 
 
Lessons will cover exciting and engaging topics that will give you the opportunity to challenge yourself and give 
you food for thought. If you enjoyed Geography at KS3 then these topics will build on your experience of the 
subject but will extend your knowledge and understanding and allow you to develop new skills.  
 
Fieldwork 
 
The course also offers two exciting days of fieldwork which in the past have included visits to Dovedale to study 
river processes and Derby to study urban issues. These trips will enable you to put what you learn in the classroom 
into practice in real life. 
 
The topics 
 
GCSE Geography is all about enquiry and being able to ask questions about the most important topics in the world 
today. 
Paper 1 – Living with the physical environment 
What are the causes of volcanoes, earthquakes and hurricanes and why are some parts of the world at a greater 
risk from them than others?  
What are the causes and effects of climate change and why might this be the greatest challenge the world has 
ever faced? 
What are tropical rainforests and hot deserts like and why are they important?  
What are the landscapes of the UK and how do river and coastal areas affect us? 
Paper 2 – Challenges in the human environment  
Why are urban areas changing and what challenges do they face? How can these challenges be solved? Why are 
some areas of the world much poorer than other parts? How could these poorer countries improve? What are 
the differences in wealth around the UK and why? What resources do we need to live and how do we get them? 
How will our demand for resources change in the future? 
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GEOGRAPHY CONTINUED 

 
Paper 3 – Geographical applications  
In this topic you will get the chance to learn how to analyse and interpret maps and geographical data. You will 
also be able to present and analyse the data you collect on the field trip days and interpret what your findings 
show. 
 

Post 16 Options 
 
Geography is a stepping stone to the skills and understanding that will help you succeed in a whole variety of 
careers. Geography is a subject that is highly valued by employers as it gives you a range of transferable skills that 
are useful in a variety of careers. Geographers are able to display good communication and research skills, team 
work and problem solving skills and are able to think independently and give their own opinions on the big issues 
affecting the world today and in the future. 
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HISTORY 

 

Exam Board 
 
Edexcel 
 

Qualifications 
 

GCSE Level 2 
 

Content of Course 
 
Why are there so many conflicts in the world today?  Why do people live longer now than they did in the past?  
Why did we have a second world war so soon after the first one?  Who came up with the idea of surnames? How 
was someone like Hitler able to get into power and commit all those atrocities? Studying History at GCSE will give 
you the opportunity to explore the answers to questions like these and many more.  Learning about the past not 
only allows you to understand the present but encourages you to question it.     
 
The course 
 
We have selected the options that we think you will find the most interesting and challenging but also included 
options that build on your work at KS3 which should put you in a very strong position to tackle the more 
challenging aspects of that part of the course.  As always, the lessons will be fun, engaging and challenge you to 
think. If you enjoyed History at KS3 then we know you will love it at GCSE!  Plus as always there will be the 
opportunity to go on some amazing trips!  
 
The Topics 
 
There are four units, which are assessed in three written exams at the end of Year 11.  These exams require you 
to write extended written answers on the topics you have covered throughout the course.  It is important to 
remember that History is an academic subject, and you will be expected to produce detailed essay style answers 
throughout the course so it is not for you if you don’t enjoy reading and writing.  
 
1. A study of the development of medicine through time (1250-present) with a focus on the trenches in World 

War 1.  Focused on beliefs in causes and treatments of illness and disease over the last 1000 years, In this 
topic you will learn the reasons why we all live so much longer today than they did in the past. There is also 
the opportunity to explore WWI as a depth study, the innovation and advancements brought about by the 
horrific nature of the Great War. 

 
2. An in depth study of Weimar and Hitler’s Germany.  This popular topic will help explore Germany’s complex 

post WWI Weimar Republic, through the 1920’s up until the collapse of Democracy and the Rise of Nazism 
from 1933.  The course further explains how Hitler and the Nazis were able to transform Germany into one 
of the most frightening dictatorships in history.  

 
3. Anglo-Saxon and Norman England.  This unit covers the last time Britain was invaded and how the Normans 

gained control of England and changed it forever, highlighting the foundations for the Britain we know today. 
 

4. The American West.  This topic focuses on American expansion westwards creating the USA we know 
today.  Innovation and conflict are part and parcel of the American story and you will learn about the early 
pioneers through to settlement and development of the Great Plains.  Plains Indians, Mormons, Mountain 
men, Homesteaders, American Army and many more all play an integral role in helping you succeed in this 
course. 
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HISTORY CONTINUED 

 
 
Post 16 Options 
 
Employers and colleges/universities love History students.  Why?  Because History students have the skills that 
can be used in a huge range of situations.  Historians have to analyse, summarise, explain, question, challenge 
and convince.  These easily transferable skills are vital if you are going to be able to compete effectively in the 
modern job market.  
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 

Exam Board 
 
Edexcel 
 

Qualifications 
 
GCSE Level 2 
 

Content of Course 
 
This course will give you the opportunity to explore and study the relationship between Christianity and life in 
the UK and to explore some controversial issues.  The course provides a wide ranging explanation of beliefs and 
practices.  You will be required to express your opinions and evaluate alternative points of view, as well as to 
demonstrate knowledge and understanding. 

  
What will I learn on this course? 

• You will explore beliefs, teachings, sources, practices, ways of life and forms of expressing meaning 

• You will be able to express your personal responses on fundamental questions 

• You will reflect on and develop your own values, opinions and attitudes 
  
What are the mandatory modules or units – what will I have to study? 
 
Area of study 1 – Religion and ethics (Christianity) 

• Christian beliefs 

• Marriage and the family 

• Living the religious life 

• Matters of life and death 
Written examination 
1 hour 45 minutes, 50% of GCSE 
 
Area of study 2 – Religion, peace and conflict (Islam) 

• Muslim beliefs 

• Peace and conflict 

• Living the religious life 

• Crime and punishment 
Written examination 
1 hour 45 minutes, 50% of GCSE 
 
 
Why study this course? 
The aim of this course is to encourage students to consider and understand the role of religion and belief-
systems in society, and the way that religious beliefs can influence the behaviour of citizens. It aims to promote 
tolerance, understanding and encourage our students to become inquisitive and compassionate and to develop 
their sense of justice, advocacy and fair play. 
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FRENCH 

 

Exam Board 
 
AQA 
 

Qualifications 
 

GCSE Level 1 and Level 2.  
 

Content of Course 
 

Britain is an important business nation and needs people who can communicate in a wide variety of languages. 
Increased globalisation means that everyone is more likely to visit countries where another language is spoken 
or meet native speakers in Britain as part of their job.  Speaking the language can greatly increase your enjoyment 
of travel or your efficiency in your work.  French is spoken across all continents including Europe, North America 
and Africa.  

 
Languages are also becoming increasingly important to employers, especially in the post Brexit climate. Success 
in the learning of a language tells a potential employer that you have good communication and comprehension 
skills and that you have the ability to be accurate and logical with a good memory.  It also shows an open mind 
and an appreciation of other cultures and ways of life.  The languages GCSE curriculum also develops key 
transferable skills such as ICT, using reference materials effectively, problem solving and working with others.  

 
We would encourage as many students as possible to continue the study of a Modern Foreign Language.  If you 
want to go to university it is strongly advised that you take a language at GCSE, as some universities will look for 
this qualification even if it is not related to your choice of subject.  For example, if you want to study law, 
architecture, business or some sciences it is likely that a GCSE in a foreign language will be required.     
 
Students following the full GCSE course will cover the following three themes: 
 
               Theme 1  Identity and culture 

Theme 2  Local, national and global areas of interest  
Theme 3  Current and future study and employment  

 
Within those areas, the topics studied will include: 

 
Me, my family and friends   Technology in everyday life 
Free time activities    Customs and festivals in French speaking countries  
Home town and region    Social issues 
Global issues      Travel and tourism  
My studies     Life at school/college 
Education post-16    Jobs, career choices and ambitions  
  
Materials used include audio files, Video clips and authentic materials such as magazines, newspapers, adverts, 
menus, websites etc. to supplement the course.  Lessons are taught using state of the art interactive software on 
the iPads to engage and enhance students’ learning experiences.  
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Assessment Method 
 
All skills are assessed at the end of the course. The examination tests each of the following skills: 

 
Speaking            - 25% (assessment involving a role-play activity, a conversation about a picture stimulus 
and a general conversation)  

 Listening   - 25% 
 Reading      - 25%  (including translation of French to English) 
 Writing              -25%  (including translation of English to French)  
 

Entries will be at foundation (Grades 1-5)   or higher level (Grades 4-9).    

 
 

Post 16 Options 
 
Only one in four people in the world speak English, so three quarters of people do not – this means that speaking 
another language will give you a great advantage in the world of work. In addition to this, in a recent survey British 
employers stated that language skills came second only to IT skills as the most desirable for a prospective 
employee to have. Four in ten employers said that the ability to speak another language would give candidates 
an advantage, even if they are not a direct requirement for the job. 
 
Language skills are needed at all levels and in a variety of jobs, not just in teaching, translation and interpreting. 
Possible career paths could include jobs in travel and tourism, journalism and broadcasting, sales and marketing, 
business, finance, law, logistics, customer service, IT, events management or government and international 
relations.  
 
This all means that languages can make you more employable and open doors to a variety of different careers in 
different fields. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRENCH CONTINUED 
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HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 

 

Exam Board 

              
Qualifications 
 

NCFE Level 2 Technical Award 
 

Content of Course 
 
An opportunity to gain a vocational qualification that gives an introduction to the sector and enables learners to 
develop their knowledge and understanding of health and social care as well as develop transferable knowledge 
and study skills that will support progression to further learning.  

 
Unit TAHSC 1: Introduction to the health and social care sector  
• health and social care provision • job roles of health and social care practitioners • how health and social care 
services are accessed • specific care needs and services accessed by individuals throughout the life stages  • 
informal care • regulation and inspection in health and social care provision  

 
Unit TAHSC 2: Professional practice and the health and social care practitioner  
• the responsibilities of health and social care practitioners • health and social care values underpinning practice 
• partnership working in health and social care • different career pathways in the health and social care sector  

 
Unit TAHSC 3: Human growth and development through the life stages 
• development from conception to birth • development across the life span • influences on human development 
• transitions and significant life events • the role of care planning in meeting the needs of individuals and 
promoting well-being 

 

Assessment Method 

 
Three units are centre-assessed and one unit is externally moderated by CACHE.  The units from this qualification 
are graded as Level 2 Pass, Merit or Distinction. To gain this qualification learners must achieve a minimum of a 
pass grade in each of the four units. 

 
Unit 1 – An introduction to the health and social care sector (coursework 18.2% of the qualification grade). 

 
Unit 2 – Professional practice and the health and social care practitioner (externally set, internally marked 
coursework worth 18.2% of the qualification’s grade). 

 
Unit 3 – Human growth and development through the life stages (externally set, internally marked coursework 
worth 18.2% of the qualification’s grade). 

 
Unit 4 – 90 minute synoptic assessment (externally set, externally marked short answer examination worth 45.5% 
of the qualifications grade).   

 

Post 16 Options 

 
Learners will be able to progress to the next level of learning in health and social care, for example, the 
Technical Level 3 Certificate in Health and Social Care. Learners may also progress to an apprenticeship route in 
health and social care at either level 2 or level 3. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

Exam Board 
 
OCR 
 

Qualifications 
 
GCSE Level 2 
 

Content of Course 
 
The GCSE Physical Education course will appeal to you if you: 

• Want to know more about the benefits of sport and exercise 

• Want to follow a course that develops knowledge and understanding of Fitness and Sports Sciences 

• Want to improve your own performance in a range of sports 

• Take part in a sport/recreation outside of class time 

• Are considering a sports-related career or an A Level/higher education course. 
 
Component 01: Physical factors affecting performance 
Students explore how parts of the human body function during physical activity and the physiological adaptations 
that can occur due to diet and training. They also develop skills in data analysis, and an understanding of the 
principles of training, why we train in different ways and how training plans can be made to optimise results. 
There are two topics: Applied anatomy, Physiology and Physical training. 
 
Component 02: Socio-cultural issues and sports psychology 
Students develop their knowledge of the social-cultural and psychological influences on levels of participation in 
sport, and also how sport impacts on society more broadly. This includes the individual benefits to health, fitness 
and well-being of participating in physical activity, as well as the influences of commercialisation, sponsorship and 
the media. There are three topics: Socio-cultural influences, Sports psychology and Health, fitness and well-being. 
 
Component 03: Performance in physical education 
Students are assessed in performing three practical activities and one performance analysis task. In the practical 
performance, they demonstrate effective performance, the use of tactics or techniques and the ability to observe 
the rules and conventions under applied conditions. They are also required to demonstrate their ability to analyse 
and evaluate their own performance to produce an action plan for improvement. 

 
You should be a regular member of a club with an interest in PE and sport, enjoy being active and appreciate 
the benefits of keeping fit and healthy.  
 
Due to the nature of the assessments there will be more theory lessons than practical sport lessons taught. The 
ratio is 2:1, theory: practical. 
 

Assessment Method 

 Marks Duration Weighting 

Physical factors affecting performance (01) 60 1 hour 30% 

Socio-cultural issues and sports psychology (02) 60 1 hour 30% 

Performance in physical education (03) 80 - 40% 

 
Entry requirement: you must be somebody who participates fully in PE lessons and plays sport regularly too (i.e. a 
member 


