
On Monday 27th July, Derby County Community Trust 
coordinated a Secondary Football festival for schools 
from Derbyshire Girls Football In School Partnership’s 
(GFSP) at Derby High School. 10 teams & 117 girls 
attended the competition from schools within Derby 
City, South Derbyshire & Derbyshire Dales GFSP’s. 
GFSP’s worked with schools to target girls who enjoyed 
playing football in PE but had not yet transitioned 
into playing extra curricular football for their school 
team or local club.  The festival included 5 different 
activities including a variety of small sided games 
to give students the opportunity to represent their 
school in a relaxed environment suitable for their 
competence and confidence. 
Working with Derbyshire Fa and Pride Park FC, exit 
routes were provided by a local Squad Girls Session, 
which is a recreational football session for new female 
players, providing a fun environment to play football 
outside of school.  All students were given leaflets 
with information about accessing the session. 
Derby County Community Trust Girls football lead 
was also in attendance providing talent identification 
and making referrals for players who may have the 
potential to play at a high level in the future. 
Jack Southwart, PE Schools Lead for DCCT said “It 
was fantastic to see so many girls enjoying playing 
football and getting the chance to represent their 
school. We wanted to use the Women’s Euros as a 
springboard to engage students in girls football, so 
targeted students who may not already regularly play 
and gave them the chance to play semi-competitive 
games. 
Following the day the girls may watch the Lionesses 
and want to continue playing, so we have linked up 
with Pride Park FC, a local girls only football club, 
who have just launched a new Squad Girls Session 
to provide an easily accessibly opportunity for the 
pupils to continue playing football.” 
We would like to thank Derby High School for allowing 
us to use their facilities, Derby Moor Spencer Academy 
and Highfields School for providing leaders, and the 
other GFSP Strategic leads for supporting the event.
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