
 

 

   Granville Weekly Newsletter  
     
     Week Beginning: Monday 17th January 2022 
                

 

Message from Mrs Oliphant 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Well done to all of our students who have returned to the academy and made a great start! All students were fantastic during 
the testing process and I ask that in the interests of keeping the academy clear, students test regularly on a Sunday and a 
Wednesday.  Despite the national picture, our numbers have significantly declined since December, and we hope to continue 
in this direction.  Uniform standards are good.  Please ensure this continues.  Work within lessons has been fantastic and I 
have been proud to show a number of visitors to our academy from local schools within our area, the high standards of 
excellence that are typical features within our academy.  They have been impressed with the effort within lessons and the 
exemplary manners displayed by our students.  I remind all parents and carers that the gates for the academy are physically 
locked at 08.30 a.m.  Students are expected to be in their respective line ups ready to start the day.  Lates are addressed 
using the detention system and escalate in response to the number of times.  For some students, this is an area of focus.  
Students must be here on time and we ask for your support in ensuring a prompt, efficient start to every school day so that 
we can maximise our learning time.   
 
A reminder that our Year 9 Parents and Carers’ Evening will be held virtually on Monday 24th January. The booking system is 
open to book your appointments - this is a critical time for Year 9 and will be followed closely by our virtual Options Evening 
on Monday 31st January.  It is expected that we will speak to every parent and carer in our 100% communication target.  We 
place value on this, so please ensure you save the date and make appointments to talk to each of their subject teachers in 
order to support their academic progress within the academy.  

 
On Thursday 20th January we will be holding a Year 8 Drop Down Day. Year 8 will be off their timetable all day to focus on 
local issues that impact our school and the local community.  Our focus will build on the work completed on knife crime and 
county lines to ensure our students know how to stay safe to protect themselves from exploitation and criminal activity. 
 
From Monday 17th January, our Breakfast Brunch Club will now be open to all students.  The club will be open every day, 
from 8.00 a.m. to 8.25 a.m. in the Hall. Warm crumpets, bacon or sausage butties, toast and orange juice will be on the menu 
and the maximum spend is £1.50.  Free for Pupil Premium and Free School Meal students. It is a great way to start the 
morning and to ensure students are energised and ready for the days learning ahead.  We encourage you to promote this and 
to make full use of this allocation for Pupil Premium and Free School Meals.  We also remind you that the Library is open to 
all students from 8.00 a.m. every morning and from 2.45 p.m. - 4.00 p.m. every evening (except Friday).  This is a great 
opportunity to stay on site, complete homework, study independently, utilise resources, read a book, to maximise our 
learning.  The take up is increasing, but we have capacity for more, so we look forward to seeing you there!   
 

 



 
Finally, a reminder that our extra curricular/enrichment offer continues this term.  Make it a goal to try something new this 
term, to explore or discover a hidden talent and interest.  Look out for the new clubs on offer - our full list will be published 
on Monday and shared with all students/parents and carers in a separate communication. 
 
Regards, 
 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal  

 

Ready to Learn Packs  
 

Mini whiteboards are a fantastic tool, which are used in the vast majority of lessons as they allow teachers to pose a question 

to check whether the students have understood the material being taught. Students then respond by writing their answer on 

their board and displaying this for the teacher to read. Within seconds the teacher is able to check the understanding of all 

students within the class and adapt their teaching to ensure students make progress and develop their knowledge. This 

differs from a more traditional method of a teacher posing a question and then selecting one student to answer. This could 

result in the teacher not being aware of the thoughts and responses of other students within the lesson and therefore, not 

being as responsive to the needs of their class as they could be when using mini whiteboards. 

 

Our Ready to Learn packs also contain rulers, which students will use for a range of purposes in different lessons. They are 

also crucial to our reading strategy due to students using them to track the text, which is being read within the lesson. This 

improves a student’s ability to focus when reading. 

 

Students use black pens to write in their books when completing first drafts of their work. After receiving feedback, students 

will redraft responses in green to highlight to both themselves and the teachers the improvements they have made in their 

work. 

 

During the autumn term, we supplied all students with a Ready to Learn pack, free of charge. These packs contain: 

• A4 tough bag - £1.50 

• Mini whiteboard - £0.50 

• Ruler - £0.20 

• Multiple board pens - £0.50 

• Eraser - £0.50 

• Black and green pens - £0.10 

• Pencil - £0.10 

• Highlighter - £0.20 

• Full pack £4 

•  
All of these items form part of a student’s essential equipment list, which they must have for every lesson. All of these 

items are available on ParentPay at a lower price than you are likely to find in shops.  

 

Having this equipment with them in every lesson means that valuable learning time is not wasted with staff handing out 
equipment. Every minute of the lesson can be dedicated to students developing their skills and knowledge within the subject. 
 

 

 



 

Year 11 Revision - Preparing for Exams  

 

 
Year 11 Period 6's and Saturday School - starting next week 
 
All Year 11 students have been issued with their new Period 6 Timetables today, which commence on Tuesday 18th January. 
Sessions run from 3.00 p.m. - 4.00 p.m. and will finish on Friday 11th February, with the second, and final set of mock exams 
beginning on Monday 14th February. 
 
In these period 6 sessions, teachers will be targeting specific areas of knowledge and examination skills to help students 
improve their performance in the next set of exams; therefore, it is very important that students attend all sessions. 
Students will be able to collect an attendance sticker from each session they complete, which will be used to discount their 
Prom ticket or leavers hoody.   
 
Tuesdays - English   
Wednesdays - Geography, French, Art 
Thursdays - DT, Health & Social Care, Computer Science, Business, Drama, Creative iMedia 
Fridays - Maths and Further Maths. 
 

Saturday School beginning on Saturday 22nd January for 4 weeks 
 
We are also pleased to offer additional online learning sessions led by our specialist staff in History, RE and Science. These 
will run from 9.00 a.m. - 11 a.m. and will be organised into two one hour sessions. Students who are invited to these 
sessions will be told next week, and will be given a Zoom link to the sessions. Students who attend these sessions will get 
double attendance points on their Reward Cards. 
 

Kip McGrath - 1:1 Tutoring 
 
Finally, we are also pleased to announce that we will be offering a targeted number of students the opportunity to 
participate in a series of 1:1 tutoring via the local Kip McGrath centre. This is to support the students with their learning in 
their core subjects.  
 

 

 

Year group Focus: Year 9 

Happy New Year to all Year 9 parents and carers! Hope you have all had a restful break! 

This week, Year 9 have settled back into routines well, and it has been great to see all students working hard in lessons. On 
Monday, the GCSE Options process was launched to students in a virtual assembly by Mr Gell (Vice Principal).  This assembly 
provided essential information on the Options process. This will take place over the next few weeks. For students that have 
missed this, I have placed the information in the Year 9 Showbie group. 

A couple of key dates for you to be aware of that are taking place in the coming weeks:- 

-          Year 9 Parents’ and Carers’ Evening will be held virtually on Monday 24th January 4.00 p.m.-7.00 p.m. I will be 
available for appointments if you would like to discuss anything with me. Please also contact me if there are any issues 
with attending the Parents’ and Carers’ Evening. This evening is an important opportunity for you to discuss with 
teachers regarding progress in lessons and Option choices. 

-          Year 9 Options Evening will be held on Monday 31st January, which will provide parents/carers with information 
regarding the Options process and subjects available to the students for their GCSE options. Again, this is an important 
evening, as it is the opportunity to find out further information to help students decide which subjects they would like to 
take in Year 10. 



The next couple of terms are vital for Year 9, as we start working towards beginning GCSE subjects in September. Therefore, 
it is incredibly important that students have high attendance and they are focussed on their studies in the coming weeks. If 
your child is struggling with the options process/choosing their options, please ask your child to see me in Support and 
Guidance, and I will be happy to talk them through any worries or concerns that they have. My main focus is ensuring that 
students make the correct and appropriate choices that will work towards their career goals after Year 11. 

Here are a few reminders as we begin the new term:- 

-          Uniform on the whole in the year group continues to be excellent.  Please can I remind you that students are not 
allowed to wear false nails in school and not allowed to wear trainers in school. If there are any issues with meeting 
these expectations, please contact me as soon as possible. 

-          iPads should be charged and ready to use at the start of each day. Students should also have their Ready to Learn 
packs with a complete selection of equipment. If students are missing equipment, this needs to be replaced / purchased 
on ParentPay, prior to next week. Consequences will be put into place for students that are not equipped to learn for 
their lessons. 

If you would like to discuss anything further with me, please do not hesitate to contact me either by telephone or email me 
on: atempest.granville@deferrerstrust.com.  I will also have appointments available at the Parents’ and Carers’ Evening or I 
will be happy to arrange any virtual meetings with you to discuss anything in more detail. 

I look forward to another successful few weeks for Year 9, and once again, I would like to state how proud I am of each and 
every student within the year group!  

 

Mr Tempest  
Head of Year 9 
 

 

Subject Focus: Maths   

On behalf of myself and the Maths team, we would like to wish you all a very Happy New Year. 

I am also delighted to introduce you to the fantastic newest member of our maths team, Mrs Malik, who has joined us due to 
a relocation, and has been enjoying getting to know her classes this week. She will be teaching all year groups and I am sure 
some of you will have the pleasure of meeting her at some point over the year. 

Whilst all of our year groups are settling back into the routines of their Maths lessons, and living the Granville principle of 
‘working hard’, I would like to focus this Newsletter on our Year 11 students. 

As we begin the countdown to the next round of mock exams, starting on Monday 14th February, it is essential that we 
ensure their learning experience is maximised and bespoke to both the classes and individual student’s needs. 

As class teachers, we are busy ensuring all of the content is covered in order for them to be successful in their Maths GCSE, 
along with updating topics to be covered in revision sessions. Each class has a revision plan created by their class teacher. 
This is updated regularly to include any topics that have been highlighted as an area that either needs revisiting over the next 
few months or setting for homework. 

On top of this, each student now has a copy of their own revision sheets (QLA documents). These three sheets highlight 
topics in either black, grey or white and are based on the individual student’s performance in their November mock exams. 
Topics highlighted in black are high priority topics, topics highlighted in grey are medium priority topics and topics 
highlighted in white are low priority topics. The revision sheets link these topics to Hegarty maths tasks to enable the 
students to easily identify the area that needs attention and practice this area of need.  Your child has been directed by their 
class teacher to use these revision lists in their independent studies. 

In addition to using Hegarty Maths as a revision and practice tool, I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that ALL 
of our students in Year 11 now have access to an online revision platform called Maths Buster. It is the first year we have 
invested in this resource and as a department, we have been really impressed so far, but what is more important is that the 
feedback from our students is that it is really useful too. It has many functions, including timed tests, levelled practice 
questions, challenge questions, unseen mock exam papers, and the ability to browse topics and watch videos to support 

mailto:atempest.granville@deferrerstrust.com


your child’s learning. We are actively encouraging our Year 11 students to use this as part of their revision and are also 
incorporating this during some of their Maths lessons and revision lessons. The more your child uses this, the more bespoke 
the system becomes, and so we would really appreciate you encouraging your child to use this in their independent revision 
at home too.  As a reminder, this can be accessed through www.cgpbooks.co.uk  then click ‘Sign in’ (top right of the screen), 
then ‘My Online Products' (also top right of the screen), you will then see a ‘Maths Buster' tab. Please click this to gain 
access. 

 

   

 
 
Other free resources available for revision are, www.corbettmaths.com www.mathsgenie.com  and www.onmaths.com  
 

 
 

http://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/
http://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/
http://www.mathsgenie.com/
http://www.onmaths.com/


 
 

As of w/c 10th January, one of our Year 11 Maths classes will be used to complete a past paper. The lessons may vary in their 
use each week. They can be used for example, to complete the more challenging questions towards the back of the paper, 
used to ensure minimal errors are made when answering the less challenging questions at the front of the paper or as a 
‘walking talking mock’, where the teacher talks through the paper as if they are sitting the exam in order for the students to 
gain insights into thought processes and method. Ultimately, the exposure of exam papers allows invaluable experience in 
seeing and answering exam style questions. The expectation is that these papers are then completed as part of their 
homework and a HegartyMaths task will be dropped in order for this to happen. It would be amazing if your child has a 
folder to put these completed papers in, so that they can be stored safely as they will be an invaluable revision tool. 

Myself, Miss Warren, Mrs Malik and Mr Scott will also be running sessions during our Period 6 Intervention programme that 
starts next week, and your child may be invited to attend a Maths revision lesson on a Friday. They will be working on topics 
that have been identified as an area of development for all of the students in that class.  Therefore, it is essential that if your 
child is invited to attend, that they come along and make the most of the session.  Our analysis of progress highlights that 
88% of students who attended Period 6’s improved by 29 marks.  These are statistics you simply must not ignore. Progress is 
often a result of commitment and hard work.  Now is the time for this to happen to secure the best, so your support in 
ensuring your child attends is anticipated and appreciated. 

Here’s to another great and busy half term! If you have any questions regarding any of the information provided, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. 

 
Mrs Freeman  
Director of Maths  

 

 

 

 

 

 


