
 

Granville Weekly Newsletter 

     
Week Beginning: Monday 28th March 2022 

 

 
Message from our Principal, Mrs Oliphant 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We are all looking forward to returning to face to face meetings during our Year 10 Parents’ and Carers’ evening, which 
will take place on Monday 28th March. Year 10 have recently completed assessments and it is essential that we have 
this opportunity to communicate with you about their noted strengths and the potential areas for development.  
Progress can be accelerated when we work together, so please visit: Parents' Evening Bookings  to make your 
appointments if you have not already done so.  The link is also available on the academy website. 
 
Academic summaries (reports) for all year groups have been emailed to all parents and carers today and will also be 
uploaded onto the Parent SIMS app overnight. If you have not received your child’s Academic Summary, please contact 
their Head of Year.   
 
As we move ever closer towards the final exams for our Year 11, we will be launching our last Period 6 sessions, which 
cover the next 4 weeks.  The programme is detailed below.  As ever, we highly recommend attendance to these 
sessions.  The content has been tailored specifically to improve performance on key questions that raised concern 
within the last papers.  We know that these sessions make and have made a difference for our students and there has 
never been a more important time to choose wisely and invest in oneself.  Students have had these periods added to 
their timetables, and we look forward to seeing them there.  In addition, all students have been asked to commit to 2 
days of revision at the start of the Easter holidays.  Mr Gell (Vice principal) will be sharing all of this information on 
Monday.  Again, we see this as a significant investment, a real opportunity to hone in, and develop important 
knowledge that will support and secure improved grades. Please support us in ensuring your child attends.  Results are 
very rarely not a correlation of effort and hard work. They need to stay in the race, dig in and give it their all!   
 
In anticipation of celebrating academic excellence, Mrs Brown (Head of Year 11) has issued all Year 11 letters inviting 
them to our exciting Prom planned for Thursday 7th July.  The Student Leadership Team continues to fund raise for this 
event and I look forward to a wonderful evening.   
 
Interest in our published trips has been excellent.  Thank you to all, who logged into our virtual briefing on our trip to 
Madrid.  We will continue to update you on this process as appropriate.  Mr Asif (English Teacher) reports that the 
recent Theatre trip to watch “The Bone Sparrow” was a huge success.  You can read his full report at the bottom of this 
newsletter.  It is great to see so many students getting involved.   
 
Next week, look out for the launch of our new website.  We hope to go live on Monday and hope that you find it both 
accessible and informative. 
 

A reminder that our menu for next week can be found here: Lunch Menu, please note, we are on Week 2.  
 
Have a great weekend. Enjoy the sunshine. 
 

 
Regards,   
 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal 

 
 

Follow us o 

https://granvillesportscollege.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/
https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Granville-Lunch-Menu.pdf


 
 

Period 6’s for Year 11 - 4 sessions - starting next week   
 
w/c Monday 28th March, 4th April, 25th April, 2nd May 
 

 Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

Subjects English Geography, History, 
RE, French, Art 

DT, Business, Computer 
Science, Drama,  

Maths & 
Science 

 
Students have received their new timetables today, with their new Period 6 sessions included. These sessions will focus on 
preparing students for their GCSE exams, which commence on Friday 13th May. All students selected for sessions are expected to 
attend as we believe these sessions will provide excellent support in helping students fine tune their exam technique ready for 
their exams. 
 
 

Year 11 Easter School - Monday 11th April and Tuesday 12th April 
 
The first 2 days of the Easter holidays, we will be hosting the Year 11 Easter School. Each, will be made up of 3 masterclasses (each 
1.5 hrs), led by our specialist teaching staff. The days will commence at 8.45 a.m. and conclude at 2.15 p.m. Students are able to 
wear their own casual clothes and lunch will be provided for all students. There is a broad timetable of subjects on offer (see 
below) and students will be able to choose which subjects they opt into.  We truly believe these sessions will help our students in 
their final preparations for their exams and have told students that they are all expected to attend. Your support with 
‘encouraging’ you child to attend will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Monday 11th April (Day One) 
 

 Options : A B C D E F G H 

8.45-9.00 Arrival         

9.00-10.30 Session 1 PPH MST CIS HWA LBR SMA SED CWI 

  History History Biology English English French DT - CWK Comp Sci 

10.30-10.45 Break         

10.45-12.15 Session 2 PPH MST CIS HWA LBR SMA SED CWI 

  History History Biology English English French DT - CWK Comp Sci 

12.15-12.45 Lunch         

12.45-14.15 Session 3 PPH MST CIS HWA LBR SMA SED CWI 

  History History Biology English English French DT - CWK Comp Sci 

 Depart         

 
Tuesday 12th April (Day Two) 
 

 Options : A B C D E F G 

8.45-9.00 Arrival        

9.00-10.30 Session 1 TSH JPR NKI KFR RSC KMA NCH 

  Art PE RE Maths Maths Maths 
French 
 

10.30-10.45 Break        

10.45-12.15 Session 2 TSH JPR NKI KFR RSC KMA NCH 



  Art PE RE Maths Maths Maths French 

12.15-12.45 Lunch        

12.45-14.15 Session 3 TSH JPR NKI KFR RSC KMA NCH 

  Art PE RE Maths Maths Maths French 

 Depart        

 
 

 

Year Group Focus: Year 8  

I can barely believe that we are fast approaching the end of my first term at Granville Academy. Time has certainly 
flown by. There are many things to reflect on as a year group, as we head into the final term. Firstly, I continue to be 
incredibly impressed by the attitudes and behaviours of the vast majority of students in Year 8, who, every day, arrive 
at school and live our values of ‘Work hard, be kind and choose wisely’. 

Standards of uniform continue to be high. However, can I take this opportunity to remind parents / carers and students 
regarding a few common misconceptions regarding the Uniform Policy. Firstly, blazers must be worn at all times 
around the academy, plain black jumpers are optional, and are not a substitute for the blazer. As the weather warms 
up and it is less likely both items will be required, the blazer is the item of school uniform that is non-negotiable. 
Secondly, school skirts should be worn at an appropriate length and should not be rolled up to be shorter than 
designed. There should be no facial piercings of any kind, and any students returning from the Easter break with a new 
or fresh piercing, will be expected to remove the piercing.  Clear retainers are not permitted as this is still a piercing. 
Only one pair of earrings are permitted to be worn, one in each ear. All school shoes should be formal and professional, 
no trainers, pumps or branded footwear. 

Being equipped and prepared for the school day is a vital part of making the students' day successful. All students 
should arrive at school with a fully charged iPad and a full Ready to Learn pack, which includes all of the necessary 
equipment. Replacement Ready to Learn packs, as well as individual items, can be purchased through ParentPay and 
will be available for collection from the school Library. Can I please ask that parents and carers check equipment 
regularly to ensure it is of an appropriate standard, unfortunately, there has been a rise in recent damage to iPads, 
including bending the iPad until it breaks. This is deliberate damage, and the cost of repair or replacement will be 
charged to parents/carers.  

Finally, an update on the year group’s attendance. Whilst at times, during this term, we have been hit with bouts of 
absence through Covid, again the vast majority of students have managed to uphold a high standard of attendance. As 
a year group, our attendance is 91.4%.   Over the next term, I expect us to push forward with our improvements and as 
we compete with other year groups, finish the year in the top spot! In order to continue improving our student’s 
attendance, leading to improvements with their progress and attainment within school, it is vital that students are only 
absent when absolutely necessary. If students are a little under the weather, for example, with a cold or a headache, as 
we all get sometimes, it is important that they are encouraged and expected to attend school. As the current 
expectations regarding isolation change and the strains of Covid become more manageable, it is expected that we will 
see drastic improvements in the attendance of students as we drive towards the academy target of 97%. 

As a school, we have been running a 4 week Attendance Challenge between all of the forms within the academy and a 
massive well done needs to be shared for the students of 8B, who as of last week, were sitting at the top of the whole 
school with an attendance of 98%!  This is a huge achievement, and one I am confident they can hold on to for the rest 
of term. 

As ever, I thank you for your continued support and  I wish you all an enjoyable Easter break when it arrives. 

 
Miss Robinson  
Head of Year 8 

 

 

 



Subject Focus: World Studies  

Women’s History Month 

During the month of March, we have seen International Women’s Day (8th March) and then a focus on Women’s 
History Month. Each year, Women’s History Month has a theme and this year’s theme was ‘Women providing healing, 
offering hope’.  For students studying History at GCSE, we don’t get the opportunity to explore women in History very 
often, however, there are some examples that certainly fit into the theme for this year.  In the medicine course, 
students are taught about the impact of Florence Nightingale on nursing and hospital design. Looking at Florence’s 
background suggests an iron will to succeed, in a time when women were not encouraged to challenge themselves.  In 
fact, many laws were created to prevent women from seeking professional work.  Florence certainly provided care and 
offered hope to many soldiers in the Crimea, giving her the name ‘The Lady of the Lamp’. Another significant female 
historical figure, often neglected for her work in Crimea was Mary Seacole. Facing many of the same challenges, if not 
more, considering her lower-class status and West Indian origins, Mary became as well known amongst the soldiers as 
Florence Nightingale. Actively treating soldiers on the battlefields, creating the ‘British Hotel and putting herself in 
danger belied many of the stereotypes of women in the mid-nineteenth century.  

 

 
Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole – two heroines of the Crimean conflict of the 1850’s. 

At Key Stage 3, we often get the opportunity to explore in more depth some of the historical areas of interest. A move 
to include some more of the stories of inspiring women throughout history is one we look to develop in the coming 
months. The gifted and inspiring Eleanor of Aquitaine, the stoic and brave Catherine of Aragon and her success at the 
Battle of Flodden in 1513, preventing Scottish invasion. Students will be familiar with Elizabeth I as they spend time 
studying the Tudor period. Elizabeth I, who pushed England into the mercantile elite of Europe, surpassing the once 
dominant Spanish, she is credited with the origins of the British Empire! 

There are also less prominent figures, who provide hope for many around them. In GCSE History, we have the 
opportunity to look at opposition to the Nazi regime.  Sophie Scholl, as part of the White Rose movement, distributed 
anti-Nazi propaganda, in a time and place when this could, and did, lead to punishment by death. She and her brother 
were sentenced to death in 1943.  Finally, one of my favourite and most memorable statues, we may never study this 
heroine of mine, but she is of importance to many. Her name is Danuta Danielsson – she is ‘aiming’ her handbag at a 
man taking part in a Neo Nazi march in Vlaxo, Sweden in 1985. Possibly an example of unacceptable behaviour 
becoming acceptable! 

 
 



In Year 8 History, students have been studying the French Revolution, Napoleon and subsequent battles at Trafalgar 
and Waterloo. Though not the focus of the studies a famous quote from the period is attributed to the last French 
Queen pre-revolution, Mary Antionette, “Qu'ils mangent de la brioche” – “let them eat cake”. Though not such an 
inspiring female figure in History, it is through her word’s students are able to engage in the reasons behind the 
revolutionary spirit of 18th Century France. Her final words, before suffering the guillotine, probably familiar to many 
parents and teachers alike, are believed to be “I did not do it on purpose”. 

Religious Education  

A cross-curricular activity is a fantastic opportunity to explore a holistic view of events or figures.  One such topic is 
Slavery, many of the themes are taught between History and RE in Year 8. Harriot Tubman features as an inspirational 
figure in the struggle against one of civilisations darkest periods. In RE, students have addressed her role in the 
‘underground railroad’ which helped to free ‘slaves’ throughout the mid-nineteenth century and her role as a 
prominent abolitionist.   

 
 

They have continued the cross curricular theme with a look at the role of suffragettes and the moral issues which arose 
around the turn of the 20th century. Many key figures were involved in helping move women towards equality and the 
sacrifices should not be forgotten.  Students look at how justified the Suffragettes were in their militant actions. It has 
led to some really positive discussions and debates in lessons – with some well-reasoned points being made. Below, we 
have the work from Alfie P and Hannah W in Year 8. 

 

 



Geography 

Geography has continued with their focus on climate change, inspired by many, including Greta Thunberg, students 
were asked to write about the need for, and challenges of, International agreements in order to progress much needed 
change. Her impact has been global in raising awareness and hopefully continues to resonate with students worldwide. 

Thank you to Amber L, Elle S, in Year 10, for their work on the challenge of reaching International agreements about 
climate change. 

 

In Year 9, students have been asked to look at how money could be spent improving the life chances of children in 
some of the poorer nations in the world. In Year 9, they have studied Rwanda and made some choices about how they 
would spend the money! There were some really well thought out and developed answers, which showed an 
understanding of the challenges faced in lesser developed communities. Matthew L, in Year 9, put together a superb 
piece of writing with a justification around raising literacy in Rwanda. 

 



As we move to the summer term, we look forward with great anticipation to the exam period. Year 11 students are 
eagerly awaiting the assessment period, and a chance to evidence their learning over the past two years. We know it 
will be a busy couple of months, but if they continue to show the same fortitude and effort in the coming months, they 
will surely succeed!  

Thank you  

Mr P Phelan  

Director of World Studies   

 

The Bone Sparrow Trip  

On Friday the 18th March, the Peer to Peer Reading group visited Derby Theatre to see the production of The Bone 
Sparrow. The aim of this trip was to celebrate the success of students reading a challenging and topical novel about a 
refugee boy, Subhi, who has spent all of his life in an Australian detention centre. The trip also provided students with an 
opportunity to see the novel from page to stage and see the characters come to life. All the students particularly liked the 
regular appearance of the Shakespeare duck for cathartic effect. Some of their feedback below: 

‘The performance highlighted the emotional journey of Subhi whilst trying to keep the tone light-hearted with the 
Shakespeare duck. I would love to do trips like this again in the future.’ 

‘I was able to recall the key moments of the novel, for example, when Anka’s baby is lost during the war. It provides a 
clear representation of what the characters were feeling.’ 

‘The Bone Sparrow theatre production was very interesting and good to see their interpretation of the book. I believe it 
would’ve also really helped the year 8s to meet the characters that they have been reading about and understand the 

context behind the plot of The Bone Sparrow. Overall, it was a great experience and I thoroughly enjoyed it. 

 
 

Mr Asif  
English Lead Teacher  
 

 

 

 


