
          Granville Weekly Newsletter 

     
                    Week Beginning: Monday 11th July 2022 
                      

Message from our Principal, Mrs Oliphant 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
In anticipation of an abundance of new readers, I would like to welcome all of our New Year 6 parents and carers and thank 
you for your attendance to the meeting on Tuesday of this week.  It was lovely to meet you all and I trust that you found 
the evening both informative and reassuring, as we began to prepare for their transition.  Every Form Tutor I have spoken 
to has said the students were delightful and I look forward to them joining us on the 5th September 2022. 
 
Today, we have taken part in our annual Sports Day event.  Well done to everyone who took part in the very warm weather 
and gave it their all!  We look forward to sharing the results and the photographs in our edition next week. 
 
On Friday 8th July, we were proud to take students 
who participated in the Brilliant Club to Sheffield 
University to receive their scholars award.  Miss 
Wallace was exceptionally pleased with the results 
with 4 students receiving a 2:1 award, 5 receiving a 
2:2 and 3 receiving a 3:0. All the students who 
participated should be very proud of their efforts 
and remember that this programme is designed to 
help students develop the knowledge, skills and 
confidence to progress to the most competitive 
universities.  Whilst University may not be a chosen 
pathway for all, we want this door to be open and to be an option for those that wish to pursue it.  
 
 

Today, following a rigorous process, including an application and a 
staff presentation, we are proud to announce our new Senior 
Leadership Team have been appointed.  Congratulations to 
Amber L and Keeley A, who will be the Head Students and to 
Megan R  and Jessica T, who will be the Deputy Head Students.  
They will begin their roles immediately, and I share with you a 
short introduction from each student as they take on these 
prestigious positions within our academy. 
 
Keeley A (Head Student): 
“Hi, I am Keeley and I have just been appointed as a Head Girl. The legacy that I am hoping to put into place in Granville, is a 
peer mentoring system for students that feel they are struggling with their learning as no student should feel worried or 
embarrassed about asking for extra help. I hope that my contribution will impact the school positively and I will leave 
behind a supportive network”. 
 
Amber L (Head Student): 
“Hello, my name is Amber, and I am pleased to be one of the Head Girls at Granville Academy. I would like to give students 
across all year groups a voice to share information and ideas. Therefore I would like to introduce a student newsletter 
created by the students, for the students. I look forward to being a part of the Student Leadership Team!” 
 
Megan R (Deputy Head Student): 
“Hi I’m Megan R and I’m Deputy Head Girl. In my role, I aim to help the Head Girls and their legacies to be the best they can 
and also add to their great ideas to make it a team effort. I also share similar ideas within the legacies with the Head Girls, 
such as peer on peer tutoring and more. I wanted to be a part of the Leadership Team so I can help change things that need 
to be improved, also to stand up for the students' ideas and beliefs. I am so grateful for the role and hope that I do a good 
job”. 
 
 



Jessica T (Deputy Head Student): 
“Hi my name's Jess and I'm a new Deputy Head Student within the school. My legacy project is to get students more 
involved in things around the school whether that's food served at school, after school clubs or rewards. I have always 
dreamed of sharing my goals to other people and I feel like I can finally do that now that I am a Deputy Head Student”. 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations and a big shout out to Joel Cantril in Year 9!  Joel has been 
selected to run the 300m at the English School Championships in 
Manchester. This is the biggest competition at grassroot athletics and is an 
amazing achievement.  We wish Joel all the best and look forward to hearing 
about his performance.   
 
 
 
 
Thank you for the feedback on the PE kit. In response to this, there have been some minor amendments to make this more 
accessible and affordable to our families. The changes to note are that plain black tracksuit trousers have been added to 
the list. There is also no requirement to purchase the new unisex top if the existing one still fits. We will make this a natural 
conversion as students grow and require new items. The non-negotiable is around the wearing of leggings. The only 
leggings which may be worn, if this is your preference, are the ones supplied in the official uniform stores. Students may 
purchase both plain navy shorts and plain football socks from any retailer. I hope that this gives you more flexibility and I 
thank you again for your valuable feedback. Full details have been updated on the website, please follow the link for 
further information: Uniform - Granville Academy  
 
In support of our preloved initiative, we are requesting donations of unwanted uniforms to include any of the following: 
blazers, shirts, ties, trousers, skirts and PE kits. All donations can be handed into Reception, and there will be a drop off 
point over the summer break. We will then be offering this to all our parents and carers for a small donation per item and 
this will be available during the week of the summer school activities - 25th - 29th August 2022. 
 
Please see link to information from Derbyshire County Council about the Household Support Fund grocery vouchers for 
families on benefit related free school meals: Food support vouchers for families who receive benefit related free school 
meals  
 
Derbyshire County Council has put together lots of information and advice designed to ensure Derbyshire residents are 
getting all the help that they are entitled to, from how to claim free school meals, to check if you are eligible for benefits 
and money saving tips: Cost of living - Derbyshire County Council  
 
Please also see the Derbyshire County Council link to holiday activities and food programme, running across the county 
from Monday 25th July – Friday 2nd September, there is plenty to get involved in: https://s3.eu-west-
2.amazonaws.com/crstl-assets/haf/files/Derbyshire-Summer-HAF-2022-Final.pdf  
 
The weather forecast is set to see temperatures of 27 degrees next week.  During this week, no blazers are required and 
ties may be removed.  Students should, as always, strive to be the best version of themselves and should ensure standards 
remain high. Regrettably, on the last no blazer day, a few students forgot all their equipment. This is not acceptable and 
your support in ensuring they are ready to learn is anticipated and appreciated.   
 
Our lunch Menu, next week, will be on Week 2:  Lunch Menu 
 
Finally a reminder that the last day of term is Friday 22nd July, 2022. The school will close to students at 12.30 p.m. Any 
student eligible for a free school meal, can order and collect from the canteen. This will be a take away option. We will 
complete a Google form next week in registration to pre order to avoid excessive waste. The buses will collect at 12.30 
p.m. If you require your child to stay on site until 2.45 p.m. please ensure you contact your child’s Head of Year for suitable 
arrangements to be made. 
Have a great weekend!  
 

Regards,   
 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal 

https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/39/uniform
https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/School-Newsletter-Info-HSF-Vouchers-and-HAF-July-2022.pdf?t=1657274558
https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/School-Newsletter-Info-HSF-Vouchers-and-HAF-July-2022.pdf?t=1657274558
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/community/cost-of-living/cost-of-living.aspx
https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/crstl-assets/haf/files/Derbyshire-Summer-HAF-2022-Final.pdf
https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/crstl-assets/haf/files/Derbyshire-Summer-HAF-2022-Final.pdf
https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Granville-menu-Feb-2022.pdf?t=1644935304?ts=1649424595


Facility Hire  
 
All of our fantastic facilities are available for hire during the evenings, weekends and school holidays. 
For the Sports Hall, Activity Hall or our many classrooms, you can view live availability, full details, including prices, as 
well as make booking requests on our lettings website: Granville Academy venue for hire in Swadlincote - SchoolHire 

 

Upcoming Events 
Wednesday 13th July – Space Day 
Thursday 14th July - Carnival Event for students who have achieved enrichment target 
Friday 22nd July - Last day of term - the academy will close at 12.30 p.m. to students. 
 
Monday 22nd August - Friday 26th August – Year 6 Summer School 
Thursday 25th August -  Year 11 GCSE Results Day  
Thursday 1st September - Academy Inset Day - school closed to students 
Friday 2nd September - Academy Inset Day - school closed to students 
Monday 5th September - All students return to the academy - start of Autumn Term 1 

 

 

Work Experience Feedback  
 

Last week, our Year 10s took part in a week's work experience, our first cohort to do so since before Covid.  We had 
students out on a variety of placements ranging from local primary schools, to events management companies, to local car 
garages.  Feedback from employers and the students has been overwhelmingly positive, please see below. I would like to 
thank all the employers for giving our students a valuable insight into the world of work.  
 
Employer feedback:  
"They were absolutely wonderful! She was helpful and kind, communicated well and was willing to have a go at any task 
offered to her" 
 
"She was great with both team and customers and took part in all aspects of job with energy and commitment" 
 
"Our student was a real asset to our team he was nervous the first day but by the end of the week he fitted right in with us 
all" 
 
Our students feedback:  
"It was an amazing experience and I loved every second of it!" 
 
"Was amazing but very tiring!" 
 
"The staff were very welcoming and helpful and the placement was perfect" 
In addition to our Year 10s out on placement, we also offered in-house careers lessons, delivered by myself, and in-school 
work experience to those students who were not able to secure a placement. All students' attitude and behaviour 
throughout the week was excellent, they were a pleasure to deliver sessions to, and the staff they supported were very 
grateful for their help.  
Here are a few photos of our students on their placements:  

https://granville.schoolhire.co.uk/


       
Jed H at Newhall Garage,           Amelie C, Samantha M, Jessica T, and Phoebe J at  Woodville Primary School,   George S at Top Gear  

 

Mr C Lambeth  
Careers Lead 

 

Year Group Focus: Year 10  
 

As we come to the end of Year 10, I want to first of all say how proud I am of all that the year group has achieved this year, 
and the young adults the students are becoming. Whilst behaviour in our year group has always been good, I am proud to 
say that as we have matured this has become even better and I trust that this continues into Year 11. As we move to Year 
11, it is vital that students are in school, as much as possible to prevent any gaps in learning. 
 
It has been really good to hear how work experience went, and to hear the positive stories the students have from being out 
in various workplaces. From hearing their conversations, it sounds like they all represented Granville brilliantly. 
 
Year 10 should also be really proud of how the mock exams went. These exams have been a really good practice for the 
GCSEs that they will all be sitting in under a year's time. As the exams went on, the feedback I was receiving regarding their 
conduct improved and was very good. It is vital that the students remember the rules of the examination room for their 
actual exams, so that they, too, can go ahead without any issues. 
 
We have a few weeks left of school. We need to ensure that students turn up on time and ready to learn each day. Keep 
behaviour good and attend every day. We still have things to look forward to before we break up for summer.  
 
I am looking forward to seeing how well Year 10 got on at Sports Day. I hope that they all give it their very best as this will be 
their last Sports Day at Granville Academy.  
 
I am also looking forward to the newly formed Student Leadership Team getting together; working to achieve their legacies 
and representing the student body within our school. Congratulations to Head Students, Amber L and Keeley A and Deputy 
Head Students, Megan R and Jessica T. I know you will all do a brilliant job. Thank you to all of the other students who 
applied for the roles, I know it was a tough process, and the decision on who would be chosen was a hard one! 
Let’s enjoy the last few weeks in school as Year 10. Here’s to an exciting journey as Year 11. 

 
Mrs Carter  
Head of Year 10 

 

Subject Focus: World Studies      

“There's only one way for a professional soldier to die. That's from the last bullet of the last battle of the last war.” 

George S Patton – American US Army General WW2. 

One of many great quotes attributed to George Patton, the decorated and inspirational US General. The quote is focused 

very much on the idea that the job is not done, until it is done! He reiterates ‘if you don’t finish strong, you don’t finish at 

all’. He often refers to events after the D'DAY landings in June 1944, and how the job was far from over. He recounts how it 

was important that soldiers recognise their achievements, but also that they recognise the job still to be done. We have 

been applying this mantra to the students in the World Studies department. For those in Year 10, who have recently been 



through mock exams and achieved some positive outcomes, well done, but there is still a long way to go, you have to 

maintain that vision, focus and intensity. 

With that in mind, we have been asking students in Year 9 to use their historical skills to assess some of the key areas of 

debate around WW2. One of these, is the focus on the use of the Atomic Bombs at Hiroshima and Nagasaki, which brought 

about the end of WW2.  Students have been looking at the possible reasons and consequences, and will be reaching 

decisions about ‘How justified was the use of the Atomic Bomb’? 

It has been fantastic to witness opinions change as students gather new information, observe new testimonies, view new 

source material. For some, it was the imagery of children affected by the fallout of the blasts, for others it was the scale of 

deaths that appeared most shocking.  What has been most impressive is how they have weighed up the evidence and 

reached judgements. Questions, such as, what was the alternative? How many lives would that have cost? We like to give 

students the opportunity to make their own choices, so it was fitting that another quote attributed to Patton was:  “Never 

tell people how to do things. Tell them what to do and they will surprise you with their ingenuity.” This has certainly been the 

case with the work Year 9 have produced so far. 

Thank you to Louie W, Ellie R and Amelia B for their work on primary and secondary consequences of the bombings. 

   

 

MFL  

In no other subject, is the need to persevere more important than with languages. From learning basic terminology, to 

simple phrases and complex sentences, it is not an easy path. We are delighted in World Studies that students are showing a 

real verve for learning Spanish and French. They have become creative and aspirational in their methodology and many 

have placed targets, such as ‘sir, I am going to go to France and order my McDonalds in French’ – maybe not the pinnacle of 

conversing in a second language, but certainly a start and possibly something they may move on to… 



However… 

Year 7 French students have been learning to talk about their school in French. They have learnt the names for school 

subjects, and how to give opinions of them, they have learnt to name places in the building and also how to talk about their 

routines and timetables at school. Here are some examples of Year 7 writing, completed under test conditions: 

   

We are also very impressed with the standard of writing produced by our Year 10 Spanish students. Here is an example part 

of a foundation paper: 

  



And a higher paper:   

  

It is always nice to walk around the MFL department, and hear languages being spoken, students conversing and 

experimenting with more difficult phraseology. 

A big thank you to all the MFL students, who took part in the trip to Nottingham University recently and were able to 

showcase their knowledge of Spanish. Hopefully, the environment left a positive impression. 

Religious Studies  

Within Religious Studies, students have been focusing on beliefs, practices and rites of passage for various religions. 

Students in Year 7 have been looking at this topic through a Christian perspective, Year 8 have focused on these areas 

through Sikhism, and Year 9 through Buddhism.  Students have been able to make links to prior learning to look at how 

different world religions support their faith.  Ceremonies around, births, marriages, and deaths have many differences and 

similarities across the spectrum of religion, and students have been able to look at how religious teachings link to religious 

practices. Understanding the symbolism behind various acts has helped students to better appreciate the diversity of beliefs 

throughout the world.  Thank you to Emily R in 7x2 and Chloe W in 8x2 for your work on rites of passage and ceremonies 

within the different faiths. 

         



We look forward to many of these students continuing their studies of World Religions for GCSE and it has been great to see 

so many Year 9 students opt for Religious Studies next year. We know you will do amazingly well and good luck. 

Finally, a big thank you to all the non-teaching staff involved in the recent GCSE exams, from exam invigilators to those 

supporting students in exams, every little helps and by no means were your contributions ‘little’.  In particular, a big thank 

you to Head of Year 11, Mrs Brown, who was instrumental in making sure students were ‘motivated’ to give it their best 

shot.  

Maybe Winston Churchill’s famous quote is somewhat fitting here, I am fairly sure he was not referring to GCSE exams, but 

the sentiment, I think, is apt. 

'Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few'. 

Thank you – and enjoy the summer break. 

Mr P Phelan  
Director of Learning for World Studies   

 


