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     Week Beginning: Monday 11th October 2021 
  

 
Message from Mrs Oliphant 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We are very much looking forward to our Year 8 Parents Evening, scheduled for Monday 18th October from 4.00 p.m. 
until 7.00 p.m.  We intend to offer you a hybrid evening, where you will be able to make online appointments from 4.00 
p.m. until 5.45 p.m. and then for those that feel they would like to see the members of staff in person, this will be 
offered from 5.50 p.m. until 7.00 p.m.  As always, we ask parents/carers to choose wisely.  There have been relatively 
high numbers of confirmed cases in Year 8 and it is important to keep our academy and community safe.  If visiting, we 
would prefer masks to be worn and desks will maintain the required 2m social distancing.  We would advise that you 
take an LFT prior to arrival and use the sanitiser stations upon entering each room.  All appointments will be restricted to 
five minutes; this is to ensure as many people have the option to make appointments, bearing in mind that some staff 
teach more than one class. 
 
On Monday 11th October,  we are looking forward to showing our Year 9, 10 and 11 students a powerful drama piece 
called “Chelsea’s Choice.”   The production aims to highlight the very serious and emotional issue of child sexual 
exploitation, showing how young people, boys and girls, are groomed by adults for the purposes of sexual exploitation 
using various methods, ensnaring young people and eventually taking complete control and dominating their whole lives.  
It is intended that our students will gain a better understanding of the devastating impact that sexual exploitation has on 
a young person’s life, raise their awareness and provide them with some skills and knowledge to be able to protect 
themselves from this form of abuse.  Lessons within the PSHE curriculum will then further support this area.   
 
We have been informed that the NHS team will be offering the COVID-19 vaccination to our eligible students on Monday 
8th November.  Please see the attached letter and Consent Checklist form which provides information assisting 
parents/carers and children in making an informed decision:  COVID-19 Vaccination , Consent Checklist Form.  Please 
note, that this is an independent service, and all consent forms are emailed directly to the NHS.   
 
As per the information last week, we will continue to ask students to wear masks in communal areas.  Your support is 
appreciated.  Thank you to those that have filled in the Google doc reporting their  LFT - please continue to do this until 
half term. 
 
Yesterday, our building work to construct a canopy outside our dining room commenced.  This is an exciting project 
providing additional seating for 60 students that will also be used as an outside classroom, as appropriate and when 
required.  We look forward to sharing with you the finished project and hope that students enjoy the new additional 
space. 
 
On Wednesday 13th October, we have an exciting opportunity for all our Year 8 students to experience a live 
planetarium show! This is an incredible way to learn about the wonders of space due to the unique environment the 
dome creates. For more information, please see our letter: Year 8 Live Planetarium Show  
 
Finally, a reminder that next week, we are hosting two parental workshops.  The first is for Year 11 on Tuesday 12th 
October 2021, supporting your child in preparation for their GCSE exams.  This will take place on site from 5.30 p.m. until 
6.30 p.m.  Mr Gell (Vice Principal) will do a short presentation to all attending in the Hall, and then there will be a 
carousel, where you can hear from and ask questions in sessions led by the Heads of English, Maths and Science.   We 
hope that you can join us for an informative session.  The mock exams commence on Monday 8th November and we 
advise that alongside attendance to Period 6 sessions, revision should be underway.  Whilst the Government is clearly 
planning for final exams to take place, things may change and our internal results are  important sources of evidence, 
which may be required.  So, as I always say to students, they must take ownership and strive to give their very best, every 
time.   

https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/NHS-Covid-Letter-September-21.pdf
https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/COVID-19_Consent_Form_Checklist.pdf
https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Year-8-Planetarium.pdf


 

Post 16 Options Evening   
Thursday 21st October, 4.00 p.m. - 6.30 p.m. 

 
We are two weeks away from our eagerly anticipated Post 16 Options/Careers Evening.  The event is for Year 9, 10 and 11. 
Year 9 and 10 will attend the event during Periods 4 and 5 on Thursday 21st October, and Year 11 will attend the evening  
from 4 .00 p.m. until 6.30 p.m. with their parents/carers.  The event will be held in our Sports Hall in the Ness Block. 
 
Parents/carers of our Year 11 students will be emailed a Google form shortly, asking them whether they will be attending, 
and also which time they would like to attend.  We will be holding a short welcome assembly in the Main Hall at 4.00 p.m. 
and at 5.00 p.m., so those arriving at this time can gain an overview of the event before they attend.  Please return the 
form promptly, as this helps us with our planning.   
 
I have received confirmations from local colleges, 6th Forms, and local employers. I will pass on further details in next 
week's newsletter.  
 
We hope most, if not all of our Year 11s and you, their parents/carers, can attend the event. 
 
Many thanks. 
 

Mr C Lambeth  
Careers Lead  

 

 

Year Group Focus: 10 
 
Welcome back to the new school year. I know we are a few weeks in, but this is the first opportunity I have had to say that.  
 
I was very excited about coming back to school in September, and starting my first full year with Year 10. It has been a 
pleasure to have them back! 
 
Year 10 have been brilliant since we returned. Their attitude to learning seems to have matured over the summer holidays 
and they all appear to be enjoying their core subjects and their option choices. 
 
Behaviour overall this half term has been very good. I am pleased that in lessons, students are  fully engaged and making 
the most of their learning time. 
 
Uniform, on the whole, has been very good, but I must remind you that skirts should be black, pleated and knee length. 
Trousers should meet the shoe and must not be tight fitting. We have never allowed tight fitting trousers as part of our 
uniform and the expectations remain the same. Socks should be black and above the ankle, not trainer socks. If you have 
any issues or questions regarding uniform, please contact me. 
 
Attendance for Year 10 continues to be very good. We are aware that there are viruses going around but if your child is 
well enough to be in school, please send them in. If they need to go home during the day, then we can arrange that.  
 
We strive for our students to work hard, live our values and this is recognised through achievement points.   It was great to 
give out lots of vouchers last Friday to students that had reached the target.  There will be another draw in a few weeks’ 

The second is for Year 7 parents on Wednesday 13th October to answer some of the questions on iPads and other points 
raised.  This will be online only, and delivered by Miss Hewart and Mr Friswell at 5.30 p.m. The link to attend can be 
found here:.Year 7 Parent Power Workshop - Passcode: 307241.  
 
Have a great weekend.  Stay safe. 
 
Regards, 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal  

https://deferrers.zoom.us/j/81362308837?pwd=Q01ndC9kcUNwZTByT3hEaVBRdWJSUT09


time, so now is the time for all students to really push themselves to ensure that they complete their very best work, every 
lesson, every day.  
 
I look forward to seeing what the rest of this school year brings. If you have any concerns, please do contact me. 

 
 
Mrs Carter  
Head of Year 10  

 

 

 

Subject Focus: World Studies      
 

“If your aim is to win a war, be sure in the knowledge from the commencement, that you will lose many battles before 
you reach that victory.  A defeat is only so, if you fail to learn the lessons”.   Accredited to an ‘unknown’ General during 
the American War of independence, The Battle for Philadelphia c1777. 

I have been reminded of this quote when speaking to the various staff and students around the World Studies 
department over the last few weeks. The quote is very much about achieving long term goals and showing resilience in 
achieving them. Certainly, for students over the past eighteen months, this has never been more important. 

Students ‘accepting’ that there will be setbacks along the way is a key component in managing their routes to success. 
Challenging themselves to learn from what they consider to be ‘a loss’ will only help students to grow and succeed in 
their chosen subjects. As staff, and speaking with many of the Year 11 students across History, French, RE and 
Geography classes, it has been evident that they are showing a determination to succeed. Whether it be they didn’t 
achieve what they wanted on their last assessments, or have struggled to understand a new topic as readily as those 
before, it has been a pleasure to witness the students showing resilience and fortitude in striving to achieve excellence.  

Thank you, Freya Bourne, in Year 11 taking feedback and creating a fantastic and accurate piece of work in French.   
Thank you, Keeley Adams, in Year 10 Geography, acting on some feedback from Mr Stone and Charlotte Bacon in Year 11 
for her History work. 

 

Keep up the good work, there are many more examples I could add, but it is great to see students taking on the 
challenges set by your teachers to achieve excellence! 

 

Students often give teachers feedback about their work as well. Not all the feedback was ‘pleasant’ about my depiction 
of the use of blood banks at the Battle of Cambrai in 1917! 

 



World Studies and the existence of God! 

After speaking with parents at the Open Evening last month, it was clear that teaching of RE in schools has drastically 
changed. The impact of Faith and Religion filters throughout World Studies, however there are always areas for ‘cross 
curricular’ development. 

Similar themes are often linked across the subjects and this often helps to give students a holistic view on particular 
topics. As I have dropped in on lessons over the first term it has been evident that ‘Religion’ plays a large part in our 
various faculty areas, for which we make no apology. Through observing Geography classes discussing the Religious 
makeup of the various countries they have been studying, to the role of Religion in History, Religion undoubtedly features 
heavily in our studies. 

I was fortunate enough to witness the courtroom atmosphere of Ms Capewell’s year 7 lesson in which students were 
engaged in debate and discussion about the merits of Paley’s watch analogy. Paley’s argument, published in the early 
19th Century, revolves around the idea that complicated design must infer a designer. He used this to explain the 
existence of God and the complicated nature of the Universe. He used the analogy of a watch, with its many functioning 
parts. No watches were broken during the lesson! 

 

 

I followed Ms Capewell’s lesson by visiting a Year 9 group who were also discussing the existence of God. They were 
studying ‘Good and Evil’ and how there is an argument for the existence of ‘Evil’ in the world, as proof that there is no 
God. They introduced Theodicies and the arguments for ‘vindicating the existence of God’. Student’s knowledge on the 
Irenaean and Augustine arguments was fantastic and made for a thoroughly engaging lesson. Some referred to the 
‘watch analogy’ of their Year 7 studies, recognising how they were building on their prior learning.  Thank you to the 
Year 9’s for their contributions below. 

 

It is great to see students engage in the debates about ‘the existence of God’, whilst forming their own opinions and 
introducing arguments for and against, based on knowledge and research. For the History students at GCSE, the impact 
of Religion has been clear to see. From the influence of the Church on the progress of medical advancements to the 
waving of the Papal banners at the Battle of Hastings, students have recognised the importance of Religion on key 
events throughout their studies.  



 

                                               Showing how religion ‘hindered’ medical progress. Thank you Kiera Baker. 

The Bayeux tapestry depicts the ‘swearing on the holy relics’ by Harold Godwinson to William Duke of Normandy two 
years prior to the events at Hastings in 1066. The breaking of such an ‘Oath’ by Harold, encouraged much support for 
William, especially from the God fearing Christendom. At a period in history when Religion was paramount, such broken 
promises could prove decisive!  The Battle of Hastings occurred on the 14th of October 1066, many believed that the 
appearance of Haley’s comet just a few months before was a sign from God, once again depicted in the Bayeux tapestry. 
Haley’s comet will once again be visible in 2061 - nearly 1000 years after its appearance in Hastings. I wonder how it’s 
appearance will be viewed next time? Through the eyes of Religion or Science? 

  

Harold swearing an oath on Holy relics, Haley’s comet and the 
Papal banner, all part of the Bayeux Tapestry. 

 

 

Undoubtedly, religion has an influence on modern life and in the World Studies department we are delighted that 
students take such an open and respectful approach to religion in their studies. We look forward to developing further 
the insight and impact religion and faith plays in the world today, through meaningful debate and discussion.  

Thank you  

Mr Phelan  
Director of learning for World Studies  

Quiz – A prize awaits the first students, or parents/carers, who can let me know what links the following pieces of music 
to an upcoming event. Good luck. 

The Green Fields Of France - Bing video 

The Last Post - Bing video 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=green+fields+of+france&view=detail&mid=8BD05D4F198C05011BC98BD05D4F198C05011BC9&FORM=VIRE0&ru=%2fsearch%3fq%3dgreen%2bfields%2bof%2bfrance%26cvid%3d31156593ccd24d73961daf15356fad7a%26aqs%3dedge.0.0l7.4612j0j1%26pglt%3d2083%26FORM%3dANNTA1%26DAF0%3d1%26PC%3dU531
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=the+last+post+music&view=detail&mid=E3B275F785811E33A4E5E3B275F785811E33A4E5&FORM=VIRE

