
 

 

   Granville Weekly Newsletter  
     
     Week Beginning: Monday 13th September 2021 
  

 

Message from Mrs Oliphant 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
What a cracking start we have had to the new academic year - the strength of the team has ensured that despite my 
absence, all students have started well; upholding the academy expectations around uniform, conduct and effort in 
lessons.  We strive to promote our values from the moment we walk through our gates and ask our staff and students 
to always be the best version of themselves at all times.  Whilst isolating, I have enjoyed seeing the pictures on social 
media of our students working hard and living our values and I look forward to returning on Tuesday to meet the 
students and seeing this in action. 
 
I remind all parents/carers and students that there is NO staggered start in the mornings, and we are back to all 
students starting their lessons at 8.30 a.m.  It has been disappointing to be told that some students are not meeting 
this expectation.  Students should arrive at the academy between 8.00 a.m. and 8.25 a.m.  8.25 a.m. is the absolute 
latest.  Students from 8.00 a.m. may enter the site and should go to where their line-up will take place.  There is no 
need to wait until a member of staff is on the gate, and students should not congregate near the road.  From Monday, 
we will operate a 'late gate' and all students arriving late (with the exception of bus students), will receive a 30 minute 
same day detention.  Punctuality matters, and sets the tone for the day. I ask that all parents and carers support us to 
achieve this basic standard.   
 
As we start the new term, I would like to introduce some new members of staff joining our 
team:  
 
“Hello there, I am Miss Charalambous, the new French and Spanish teacher at Granville. I am 
very excited to start my fifth year of teaching here and drive a passion for languages with my 
excellent team. I completed a French and Spanish degree at the University of Nottingham, and I 
have lived in France and Spain during that time too.”  Miss Charalambous   
 
" Hello my name is Miss Robinson, and I am a new Design Technology teacher at Granville 
Academy. My background is fashion and textiles and I spent 10 years working in the fashion 
industry for a variety of international clothing brands. After leaving the industry, I pursued a 
career in teaching Design Technology and have been a teacher for 11 years . I'm excited to be 
joining a thriving DT team and passing on enthusiasm for my subject." Miss Robinson  
 
 
 
"Hello everyone, my name is Miss Akers, and I am a new addition to the Design Technology 
team at Granville Academy. I am excited to become a part of such a supportive and inclusive 
environment for my first years as an early careers teacher. I specialise within Food and Textiles, 
which is an area I have studied since my own GCSE's, but I have enthusiasm in all areas of 
Design Technology. I cannot wait to get food practical lessons up and running in our brand new 
kitchen to show my students the wonderful skills of cooking, and I hope to encourage and 
inspire the creativity the Design Technology offers, within our students." Miss Akers  
 
 
 
Year 11 Academic Support - Period 6s Launch  
 
In order to support our Year 11 students in preparing for their first set of mock exams (which commence on Monday 
8th November), we are organising a programme of afterschool additional support sessions. In these sessions, our 
specialist teaching staff will revise key topics with students that they have covered in Year 10 (including topics covered 



during the lockdown period) and teach students how to answer exam questions effectively. We believe these sessions 
will play a crucial role in helping all our Year 11 students perform to the best of their abilities in the next set of mock 
exams, which will increase their confidence and help them embed key subject knowledge in their long term memory - 
an essential skill in order to be successful in exams. 
 
Students will have period 6 sessions added to their timetables and will be expected to attend all sessions they are 
directed to. We really appreciate your support in ensuring they attend each session and we will contact you in the 
event they miss a session. We will use their mock results from the summer term to decide which subjects we prioritise 
for them. After the mock exams in November, we will review the period 6 sessions they have been directed to and may 
move students to different subjects, where required. 
 
The period 6 programme will commence the week beginning Monday 20th September. Students will be notified of their 
sessions via their Sims app timetable and expectations will be explained to them in assembly too. Sessions will run from 
3.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 
 

As we continue to transition on our journey to become a reading school, we have renamed the blocks to modern and 

canonical authors. Each block now symbolises and captures the value and importance we hold on reading. The block 

names continue on the inside with inspiring and motivating extracts outside classroom doors. The aim of the extracts is 

for students to understand the power of language and the significance of the authors themselves. This is especially 

potent as students themselves voted for the authors during World Book Day week in March 2021. 

 

 

Below are the finalised block names as voted for by each year group:  

- Ness Block  

- Shakespeare Block 

- Armitage Block 

- Blackman Block  

- Dickens Block  

 
 
Regards, 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal  

 

Year Focus: 7   
 
 
 
We welcomed nearly 70% of the year group during our Summer School, aimed at students transitioning from primary 
school. During the week, students learnt how to welcome each other in French, as well as beginning to name some 
animals. While in English, students worked on their poetry skills and in Maths, they built upon knowledge with efficient 
use of calculators and recalling fractional skills. Whereas in Science, students worked hard to earn their "Bunsen Burner 
Licence" ensuring that they know how to safely set up and use Bunsen burners for practical Science lessons in Year 7 and 
beyond. Amongst these traditional lessons, students also experienced History and Geography, where they applied their 
investigational skills and built upon map reading skills learnt at primary school.  
 



But, the Summer School was not all about lessons, a key theme was about getting to know each other. Students 
participated in team building activities and challenges throughout the week, and we saw students begin to shine. 
Students worked effectively, listened to each other, communicated efficiently and approached every task as a team. 
Students also had the opportunity to put their teamwork and problem solving skills to the test by programming, driving 
and competing with robots. 
 
Our values of work hard, be kind and choose wisely were visibly evident each day, within each activity and by each 
student. AMAZING! Miss White, Head of Year 7, watched students grow in confidence through the week within 
themselves and their tutor groups. By the end of the week, students were tired but excited about starting their journeys 
as Granville Academy students. It is without a doubt that this cohort of young people will be changing the world for the 
better.  

 
 
Miss Hewart 
Assistant Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

 


