
 

 

   Granville Weekly Newsletter  
     
     Week Beginning: Monday 13th December 2021 
                

 

Message from Mrs Oliphant 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Today, we have taken the time to share via personal appointments the Year 11 mock results with our students.  Each 
student has met with a staff member to discuss their outcomes and discuss how we build upon this to ensure success in 
the next series of exams.  I hope that our students have found this process useful, and that they reflect on the 
conversations they had.   Many are already focussed.  They have a clear plan and the maturity to take ownership to make 
it happen.  I have confidence they will use their time wisely, and I look forward to watching and supporting their 
progress.   

 
On Monday 13th December,  we are fortunate to have The Smallpeice Trust coming into school, once in each term, over 
the course of the year, to deliver a day of STEM to our Year 9s.  The Smallpeice Trust provides programmes to promote 
engineering careers to young people aged 10 to 18 through residential courses, Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths Days, and for us at Granville, a designated STEM day.  I  look forward to sharing with you regular reviews of this 
exciting link, and hope that our students are inspired by the activities this will offer. 
 
Congratulations to Elise T in 9C for creating the winning design that will be used as our official Granville Academy 
Christmas card and sent to all stakeholders.  Well done to all who got involved and well done also to our runners up, 
Ruby T in 11D and Kane F in 8A, who will all receive, along with the winner, a Love To Shop voucher.   
 
 

                                    
                       Winner - Elise T  
 
Next week, I am very excited about our planned Rewards assemblies.  This is an opportunity to celebrate academic 
excellence, to recognise those who work hard, live our values, and who are making great progress.  These assemblies will 
be led by our Heads of Year and there will be lots of certificates and prizes.  Nominations will come from across all areas 
of the curriculum - the excitement is building - who will be our winners? 
 
We will also be holding our Christmas dinner and Christmas Jumper Day/or wear a festive item on Thursday 16th 
December 2021.  Please remember that this will be the only menu on this day.  If your child has not opted to have a 
Christmas dinner on this day, then please ensure they bring a packed lunch with them. The times for the lunch are as 
follows: 
 
              



Year group  Lunch start  Lunch end  

Year 7 12.15 p.m.  12.50 p.m. 

Year 8  12.30 p.m. 13.05 p.m. 

Year 9  12.45 p.m. 13.20 p.m. 

Year 10  13.00 p.m. 13.35 p.m. 

Year 11 13.15 p.m. 13.50 p.m. 

 
DCC Household Support Fund - households facing financial hardship can apply to the Household Support Fund for help 
towards their food, energy and essential living costs. Click the following link to see how to apply and see other support 
available from the Household Support Fund: Household Support Fund  
 
Launching on Monday 13th December, is our new Breakfast Brunch Club. This is a new club and will be open to Year 7 
and 8 students to begin with, every day, from 8.00 a.m. to 8.25 a.m. in the Hall. Warm crumpets, bacon or sausage 
butties, toast and orange juice will be on the menu and the maximum spend is £1.50.  Free for Pupil Premium and Free 
School Meal students. This is phase 1 of our whole school Breakfast Club Offer.  This will be trialled with Year 7 and 8 
students, so that tweaks can be made prior to the whole school roll out. Also, the Form with the best attendance will win 
a Christmas prize!   

 
Finally, a reminder that it is Year 11 Parents’ and Carers’ Evening on Monday 13th December.  We would like to speak to 
all parents and carers following the mocks, so please if you have not yet made your appointments follow the link so that 
you can do so: Parents' Evening Appointments.  All Year 11 Academic Summaries have been uploaded to the SIMS 
Parent app and parents and carers will need to view these summaries in readiness for the evening.  
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
Regards, 
 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/social-health/adult-care-and-wellbeing/benefits-debt-and-legal-matters/managing-money-and-debt/household-support-fund/household-support-fund.aspx
https://granvillesportscollege.schoolcloud.co.uk/


Year group Focus: Year 7 
 

7A: Since the start of the year, the form have really settled into secondary school life and mastered those all-important 
routines.  We have gotten to know everybody in our form, and really begun to make some fantastic friendships.  
Successes...We have won best attendance and most achievements points, which is amazing! 
All in all, everybody is doing a fantastic job in terms of settling in, and will soon get a very well earned break. 
Mr Scott 
 
7B have had a fantastic start to Year 7- I am really proud of how quickly they have settled in and how they consistently 
model the school ethos of working hard, being kind and choosing wisely. One of our successes to date has been 
receiving a certificate for 100% attendance within the first few weeks. 7B have been enjoying and engaging with our 
reading aloud text twice a week, Private Peaceful. We will finish this before Christmas and they are looking forward to 
the opportunity to compete in a creative writing competition. Over the last few weeks,7B have been co-tutored by Miss 
Wintle, a student teacher. I am proud of how they have continued to conduct themselves during form time. Finally, well 
done to Annie-Lea and Niki for volunteering to represent 7B as our Student Representatives.  
Mrs Brown  
 
7C have settled in brilliantly, and I’m really impressed with how polite, mature and hard-working they are. Our form 
time routines are well established now, and we are about two thirds of the way through our novel, “The Yellowcake 
Conspiracy”. On a Friday, we find out about the news and then in the last few minutes of form-time, the students have a 
chance to update us on their own news. We have lots of contributions about football matches, new puppies, trips to 
Alton Towers or Nando’s and dance competitions…they have so much going on it’s hard to fit it all in. During our first 
week, I told them that each week that a member of the form earned a “kindness slip” the form would be rewarded with 
biscuits – there hasn’t been a week without this reward yet, as 7C have so many kind students! I am very proud of my 
form and look forward to watching them learn and achieve over the coming years. 
Miss Mays 

7D: Hi, I'm Mr. Taylor, and I take 7D. Our tutor group have settled in at Granville really quickly and are certainly the most 
enthusiastic tutor group I've ever had the privilege to take. Whenever a volunteer is needed for something, a sea of 
hands rises and students are more than willing to chip in and play their part. We had to pick names out of a hat when it 
came to choosing Form Representatives, as there were so many volunteers. One of the highlights of being a Form Tutor, 
is hearing about student activities outside of school; with some of our tutor group being part of various sports and 
dance groups. It's been lovely to hear about one or two of the students winning awards and medals in recent events. I 
very much hope to hear about more successes in the future. 
Mr Taylor 
 
7E: It has been a wonderful first term meeting everyone in 7E. Everyone has settled in fantastically, all able to find our 
way around the school and confidence is growing in learning new skills.  
Through our Friday registration, Miss Dilley and I have enjoyed finding out about everyone’s favourite chocolate bar, 
takeaway and toy story character. We are now coming to the end of our class book ‘Tell Me Lies’ and we will be writing 
an alternative ending for the characters. 
Mrs Rowland 
 
7F have made a fantastic start to their journey at Granville Academy over the first term. Every student in the group has 
had a positive impact on the academy in terms of the achievement points they have gained, and it has been fantastic to 
have been given regular kindness slips, which have been given to form members for embodying our school values. 
We have been reading Artemis Fowl as a class so far this term, which has been thoroughly enjoyable and we are excited 
to see the Christmas Card designs that students have made. 
Mr Trinham  
 

What an incredible start to their secondary school careers all the Year 7s have made! I can see how they are all coming 
on in confidence and seeing their personalities start to show. I am so excited for our next term to see what it holds for 
all of them. I hope everyone enjoys a well earned break over the Christmas holidays, and I look forward to welcoming all 
of our students back in January.  

Warmest Wishes,  

Miss White  
Head of Year 7  
 

 



Subject Focus: Creative Arts   
 

Drama  

Year 7 have been studying the famous novella “A Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens. Scrooge is a dismal, morose 

character who hates Christmas, and in the scene we have been working on, he is being very cruel to his clerk Bob 

Cratchit, who is freezing cold and wants some coal. Scrooge is then visited by his nephew Fred, a cheerful man who 

wants his uncle to celebrate Christmas with him. In our next lessons, we will be predicting what we think might happen 

next. By Maisie H   

 

George B as Scrooge, Taylor C as Bob Cratchit, George H as Fred 

 

Year 8 have been taking inspiration from the work of Charlie Chaplin, and developing their physical acting skills by 

creating a 1920’s style silent movie. Keeping plots as simple as possible, there have been a succession of bank robberies 

and police chases. We have used costumes and props to help communicate with the audience, which is even more 

important when we cannot use our voices. 

 

Carly B, Mason H and Harry H, selecting props for their silent movie 

Year 9 have been studying the ideas of the Russian theatre director, Constantin Stanislavski, the father of naturalistic 

performance. In contrast to the ideas of Brecht, who we studied last half term, Stanislavski believed that an actor should 

do all that they can to totally become the character and live out the role as much as possible. We have been putting 

Stanislavski's ideas into practice while working on “A Christmas Carol” using techniques like hot seating to help develop 

our understanding of the characters.   

Year 11 -  in our GCSE drama lessons, have been working on our Brechtian piece of drama, which makes up 40% of our 

final exam. We began our work by looking at a piece of art by the Brazilian artist Lobo, which led us to think about the 



issue of accessibility.  This got our group thinking about how lack of accessibility affects different families in different 

situations like access to Wi-Fi, shops and money. One of the interesting facts that we found out and used in our work is 

that 9% of children in the UK don’t have access to a laptop, desktop or iPad. By Louis M 

 

Louis M, Charlotte J, Jack O 

Drama Club 

This term has seen the start of a Drama Club for students in Year 9. Drama club runs on a Wednesday afterschool. We 

have been extending the work we have done in lessons by looking more closely at the ideas of the director Stanislavski 

and putting these into practice developing scenes involving the characters from “A Christmas Carol”. Attending a Drama 

Club enables students to work at a much deeper level, which is excellent preparation for GCSE studies next year. 

Drama Teacher 
Mr S Jolley  
 

 

Art  

Year 7 have been studying the formal elements in Art, which they will now use in their first project. They will be using a 

link artist Bernard Buffet and recreating his style using ink wash and bamboo pens with ink. They will be learning the 

rules of perspective and applying them to a street scene drawing. Students will be learning how to print using ink and 

rollers using gothic architecture as a base for designs.  

 

         Imogen B title page                          Part of Andrew T’s presentation on our link artist 

Year 8 have been catching up on some skills that were missed last year by starting their Aboriginal project, learning how 

to print. They are currently learning skills using paint and inks to create their own Aboriginal style painting. They will 

then create a 3D piece showing their building and painting skills. 



 

Katie J                                                           Lilly-Mae S  

Year 9 have been studying the history of graffiti and its origins along with the artists, who influence this creative outlet.  

They will be learning to create their own graffiti name, creating a two layered stencil, revisiting drawing skills through 

their childhood memories and converting their drawing into a piece of stencil art.  

 

                             Lewis G-P                                                                           Cameron W 

Year 10 are now working on their extended project “Natural forms''. They are revisiting and learning new printing skills, 

based on others' work and the topic. Having created some mono prints and currently perfecting their Linocut skills, 

which is a difficult process to master. They will be exploring the more detailed printing technique known as intaglio print 

work, which is a high skill level. 

 

                                       Amelie L                                                        Thalia R 

Year 11 are using all their learnt skills and bringing their natural forms project to a conclusion. We have a variety of final 

outcomes being completed, including large scale canvas painting, batik work, print work and tonal drawings. 



 

                                                   Jessica G                                                Maddison A  

Miss Shearer  
Art Teacher  
 

 

Music  
 
I know I wrote about the remembrance as part of the Year 8 newsletter but, I want to sing the praises of Dylan and Tilly-

Mae again, and what a fantastic job they did on the 11th November with me, playing such a well-known piece of music 

in front of around 900 people.  

 

School band has now started back up again, and numbers are steadily increasing, so if your child is interested in playing 

a musical instrument or joining the band, we practice on a Thursday night from 2:55 p.m. until 3:45 p.m. Last night, we 

played Rudolph and Away in a Manager.  If your child is interested in instrumental lessons, ask them to speak to their 

Music teacher and we will get in touch with you. 

 

 
Year 7: have just completed their rhythm composition and performance, which focused on clapping, speaking and 

playing in time with each other, using football team names initially, and then moved onto food. We are now starting to 

introduce pitch into where we will look at notes in the treble and bass clef, introduce good keyboard skills, and write a 

pentatonic march to be performed on the keyboard. 

 

Year 8: Students have been performing the Minuet from the Royal fireworks suite in the mid 1700’s. They have now 

composed their own Minuet, focusing on the style, having 2 parts and being written accurately. After the Christmas 

break, we will be moving onto making lots of sounds, performing traditional Samba music, using lots of drums, cymbals, 

glockenspiels and whistles. They will conclude with learning how to use GarageBand and its finer details, creating their 

own Samba piece. 

 

Year 9: Students have been performing and listening to music from the Baroque period (mid 1750). We are now focusing 

on, for the last couple of weeks, ensuring good keyboard techniques and with their left hand. We will be moving onto 

listening, performing and creating soundtracks for film. Their soundtracks will be exported and put together in iMovie to 

create the final effect. 

 

School choir gets together on Thursday lunchtimes for Year 7 and 8. Please encourage them to attend.   



 
 

Mr Jackson  

Music Teacher  

  

 

 

 

 

 


