
          Granville Weekly Newsletter 

     
                    Week Beginning: Monday 13th June 2022 
                      

             

Message from our Principal, Mrs Oliphant 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We look forward to having conversations and meeting in person, our parents and carers of Year 7 on Monday.  If you have 
not yet secured your appointments, we encourage you to do so by following the link: Y7 Parents' and Carers' Evening   
 
This week, I am excited to promote our This Girl Can Week, being led by the Creative Faculty from Monday 27th June-1st 
July 2022.  
 
This is a fabulous week of activities delivered through Creative Arts to celebrate physical activity and inspire more females 
to be active.  The content includes and will open with a Creative Arts Showcase, which will include an opportunity to hear 
our live band, to observe trampolining and view our Drama and Art Exhibition.  To book your place, please follow the link: 
https://forms.gle/jYWECmq5YUywqdMi7.    The evening will run from 6.00 p.m. until 7.00 p.m.  We hope you can join us.   
 
To celebrate this within school, we will be offering the following programme: 
 

• Each tutor time, Years 7, 8 and 9 will have the opportunity to listen to the experiences of women in perceived 
male-dominated careers.  

 

• All students will take part in a 5K fun run challenge throughout the week, during their PE lessons and receive a Race 
for Life medal.  

 

• Students will also develop their knowledge of famous female artists, musicians and actresses in their Art, Music 
and Drama lessons. 

 

• Afterschool activities will also be running each afternoon open to all students. 
 

• Primary schools will also be visiting on Tuesday and Thursday of that week and will be led by our Girls Leadership 
Academy. 

 

 
 
The week-long event will conclude with an exciting opportunity for all students to take part in a Colour Run also known as 
the “Happiest 5K on the Planet”, these are often unique events that celebrate healthiness, happiness, and individuality.  If 
your child would like to be part of this, please fill in this google form by Friday 24th June https://forms.gle/dLQNYnxrJ5 
 

Through this specific event, we are raising money for Cancer Research UK. We will be inviting families to sponsor their 
child. We have set the target of £150. Any donations throughout the week will be greatly appreciated. 
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/granville-academy 
 
As our current Year 11 students prepare to leave the academy, we are now in a position to appoint our next Student 
Leadership Team.  These are prestigious appointments, and we seek applications from students, who live our values every 
day, who model the highest of standards in everything they do.   

https://granvillesportscollege.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/
https://forms.gle/jYWECmq5YUywqdMi7
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdFgJS2gyOIV1pRtMsIguwS2T6aPWm8s1qa9bmH3jZE1GJbhA/viewform
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/granville-academy


Successful applicants will be role models, who will play a vital part in shaping the direction of the academy, working with 
me directly, alongside other members of the Leadership Team.  This is an active role, in which you will be an ambassador 
for the school.  It is an opportunity to leave a legacy.  An opportunity to make a difference.  Are you ready to meet the 
demands?  If so, I look forward to receiving your application. 

 
 
Finally, our Lunch Menu can be found here: Lunch Menu, please note, next week, we will be on Week 1.   
 

Have a great weekend!  
 

Regards,   
 

Mrs Oliphant 

Principal 
 

 Extra-Curricular Offer  
 

As we embark on a new half term, please encourage your child to take part in extracurricular activities.  Offers for the 
final half term can be viewed here: Extra-Curricular.  Extra curricular is about growth.  It is an opportunity to develop 
those softer skills valued by many employers, such as independence, resilience, teamwork, communication and 
essentially it is an opportunity to have fun, to relax and simply enjoy an activity for pleasure, so please encourage 
participation.  If there is something your child is interested in that is not on the list, please let us know, so that we can 
consider it in our future planning. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th June -  Duke of Edinburgh Bronze award training camping 
Monday 13th June – Year 7 Parents’ and Carers’ Evening,  3.30 – 7.00 p.m.  
Friday 24th June - Bing Bang Event at NEC - STEM  
Monday 27th June 1st July – Work Experience Week for Year 10  
Monday 27th June -  Creative Arts Showcase Evening, 6.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m. 
Monday 27th June until Friday 1st July – This Girl Can Week.  
Wednesday 29th June - Derby University Careers Event 
Friday 1st July - Scholars Graduation at the University of Sheffield  
Tuesday 5th July – Year 6 Transition Day  
Wednesday 6th July - UEFA Women's Football at Old Trafford  
Thursday 7th July - Year 11 Prom  
Friday 22nd July - Last day of term  

 

 

https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Granville-menu-Feb-2022.pdf?t=1644935304?ts=1649424595
https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/204/extra-curricular-1


 Work Experience Update   
 
 
A number of students have secured work experience placements now, but some are still contacting employers etc.  Early 
this week,  I was informed by Derbyshire County Council that they are fully booked until mid-July, so they are unable to 
carry out any further health and safety checks on new employers, and also those who have taken on students before, 
whose safety checks have lapsed.  Apologies to those of you who have gone to the trouble of arranging a placement for 
your child at your work places, it is not going to be possible for the necessary checks to take place before the 27th June. 
 
However, there are numerous local companies, who are health and safety checked, and over the next week,  I will be 
seeing all students, who still need a placement for 1-1 meetings in school. In these meetings, we will work together to look 
at employers on the database, who may be able to take them, and call employers directly.  If they say yes, I can print off 
the consent paperwork straight away and pass it on to the student.  All they need to do then is to arrange to visit the 
employer in order to get the paperwork signed. 
 
Any questions or concerns, please get in touch via the school number, or email me directly: 
clambeth.granville@deferrerstrust.com 
 
 
Mr Lambeth  

Careers and Aspirations Lead  
 

 

Year Group Focus: Year 11 

Forthcoming events: Leavers Assembly and Prom (more details to follow).  

A final newsletter as Head of Year 11 is always a difficult piece to write, as finding the balance of words can be 
overwhelming. Over the past few days, I have mulled over, how do you say farewell without it sounding so sad, but also 
saying congratulations and well done, it has been quite a mixed bag of emotions. 

I have been a Head of Year for over a decade. In all my years, I have not met a group of students as memorable as our 
current Granville Year 11 students. From the moment I walked through the Granville reception doors in December 2020, I 
knew this would be a wonderful journey. My only regret being, I wish I had known Year 11 from the beginning back in Year 
7, had more time, made more memories. 

However, farewell is a new beginning, a time to appreciate the ups and downs, and to be happy for the remarkable 
adventures that Year 11 are about to embark on. As Year 11 approach their last weeks of exams, I just want to thank them 
all for being amazing students, putting in the hours and effort studying, and for giving their best. 

Tutors: 

Mr Phelan, 11A -  11A have attacked the final few weeks of the exam period with real gusto. As they arrived back on the 
6th of June recharged and ready for the final push, they appeared in good spirits. The anniversary of D'DAY landings, 
possibly a good metaphor for pushing on through, despite many various and difficult obstacles to overcome. Form time 
over the past few weeks has very much been about final revision tasks, preparation for an imminent exam or just time to 
think of something other than exams. We have talked about the importance of maintaining a healthy balance of revision 
work and latent time and I quizzed some of the students about how they took their minds off of exams. Many seemed like 
sensible distraction techniques, read a book, go for a walk, speak to friends etc, some, slightly more avant-garde!  It only 
remains for me to wish 11A all the best with the rest of their exams and I have every confidence they will achieve what 
they deserve.  

Mrs Pritchard, 11B - Despite the pressures of the examination season, 11B have embraced their examinations with 
optimism, tenacity and resilience. They are always in good spirits and never fail to remember the importance of good 
manners and kindness. I am sure they are looking forward to a much-deserved break in the not-too-distant future, and I 
wish them all the very best for the months ahead. They deserve to achieve highly. 

mailto:clambeth.granville@deferrerstrust.com


Miss Isaac, 11C - I cannot believe we are already at the point when I am writing my last ever piece as 11C’s Form Tutor! 
What a pleasure it has been to spend every morning this academic year with such a wonderful group of students. 

Recently the 11C have worked so hard, in masterclasses, revision (at home and in school) and in their actual exams. I have 
no doubt that they will have done themselves proud, and hopefully, you parents and carers at home too. With only 2 
weeks and less than 10 exams left for many students, this really is the final push before the fun last day we have planned, 
Prom, an extended summer, which all of Year 11 are looking forward to. I genuinely am going to miss 11C, hopefully, we 
won't have too many tears on the last day...  

Last piece of advice - as I have said every morning pre exams to the form - Remember to read the question and do your 
best - that is all we can ever ask. 

Mr Goddard, 11D - What a form! I get to state it one more time…Sports Day champions!!!!!! I have been incredibly lucky 
to be their Form Tutor for the last 2 years, and I will be genuinely sorry to see them go. I cannot believe it has gone so 
quickly. When I think back to the many challenges that have been presented to them by the pandemic in the run into their 
exam period, I have been massively impressed by their resolve and adaptability. I still look back comically at my initial 
online registration issues during lockdown. The form has such a variety of different and memorable characters and I have 
enjoyed my daily contact with them. They seem to be coping with exam pressure admirably and I am  sure that most will 
achieve some really great results in the summer that they can be proud of. Thanks, 11D for making my mornings so relaxed 
and enjoyable.  

Mrs Warren, 11E - We are nearly there!  I have been so impressed by the attitude of the majority of my students, taking 
part in all the masterclasses and Breakfast Clubs available to gain all those last minute pointers! This last couple of weeks is 
a big final push, so please ensure your uniform stays top notch without any additional jewellery or trainers creeping in! 
Let’s smash these last exams and look forward to your Leavers Assembly and Prom!! 

I just want to take this opportunity to thank all my tutees and their parents for being great over the past 5 years! It has 

been lovely seeing your child grow and develop into the young adult they are today! I wish them all the best in the future 

with whatever career path they decide to follow. If they need anything, they know where I will be!  

Mr Edwards, 11F - With only a few weeks remaining of their time at Granville, the students of 11F have been focused and 

calm as they prepare for their final examinations. I look forward to celebrating their time at Granville at the Prom. Without 

exception, I can see how they have all matured over the last year, which will stand them in good stead for whatever they 

go onto next.  

So on a last note my parting words of wisdom to Year 11: 

“Take advantage of every moment and opportunity you get, give it your all. Live life to the fullest, everything you do is a 
learning experience no matter how old you are. The world is your oyster! I hope you all look back on your school life and 
have fond memories of being at Granville” 

Mrs Brown  

Head of Year 11 

 

Subject Focus: Design Technology       
 

The academic year is nearly drawing to a close. The Technology faculty have thoroughly enjoyed working with the students 

and seeing the progress they have made. On behalf of the staff, thank you for your support. 

Year 7 and 8 classes have continued to rotate on the Technology carousel. In the workshop, they have been looking at the 

environmental impact of where our material comes from, and sustainability. They have also been familiarising themselves 

with using natural material and a host of woodworking hand tools. The gardens of Swadlincote will be in full bloom with 

these bug huts.  

The assessed piece of this project was to produce a flow chart detailing the processes and quality control checks that the 

students did in order to make their product. Some really detailed pieces of work were produced by Katie, Alexis, Patrick 

and Thomas. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 9 - As part of the Year 9 Design Technology rotation, students have been 
learning how to use Computer Aided Design using the ‘OnShape’ app on their 
iPads. Learning how to draw shapes, using dimensions and modifying them, then 
assembling the separate parts they create in order to make a robot figure. I have 
been really impressed by the skills and imagination that the students have 
demonstrated. The number of students who have attempted to produce jointed 
parts has pleased me, and demonstrates the confidence the students have 
developed in Computer Aided Design.  

 

Year 9 Textiles 

Another great term with DT students in Year 9 completing a fantastic re– designing denim bag project. Students explored 
sustainability in the fashion industry, using bonded recyclable fabrics. For the first time, students have experienced a range 
of design processes through to manufacture, creating their own 1980’s inspired drawstring bag, using a variety of 
techniques and equipment.  

Great examples of eco bags produced by Lilly, Jake and Milly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 10 Design Technology 

The students have just had the three contexts from the exam board released for their NEA. This coursework accounts for 
50% of the final grade. This will require the students to utilise their analytical skills over the next few weeks in preparation 
for the design and make section of the coursework that will commence at the start of Year 11. 

Year 10 Food Preparation and Nutrition  
This half term, the Year 10s will be focusing on recalling their previously learned knowledge in anticipation for their mock 
exam at the end of June. We have been revisiting topics, such as vitamins and minerals, protein, fats and carbohydrates. 
We have also been looking into the nutritional value of food and the different types of nutrients that individuals need. As 
well as preparing for our mock exam, students have been participating in a mock NEA, which will help them to understand 
the workings of their coursework next year. So far, we have created our research, analysed potential dishes following the 
brief and now we are starting to trial our dishes in preparation for the mock practical exam. Below are some examples of 
the dishes that have been created before half term. 

 
ICT 

Year 7 have been learning about the components of computers including the CPU, storage and how to count in Binary. 

They were the. Given an opportunity to design a futuristic robot that could solve a real world problem. 

 

Year 8 have been learning how to code using the web language of 

HTML. They have then designed a web page for a topic of their choice 

and then created the website from scratch. 

Marvel Universe work - Freya P (Year 8) 
Karate - Leia B (Year 8) 
London - Abi S  (Year 8) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



Year 9 are currently working on an App Development project in ICT lessons. So far, they have researched and designed 

their own apps, as well as creating an app icon. They will be creating their app in Appshed, a WYSIWYG web-based 

application. They have understood how this software will work, including knowing the benefits and drawbacks. I am 

looking forward to seeing the finished products! Well done to Freya F, Erin K and Patricija V for your excellent designs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Computing Science  

In Year 10 Computing Science, we have started to learn about Algorithms, we have been focusing upon Searching and 

Sorting Algorithms. 

 

Students have been learning about: 

Linear Search 
Binary Search 
 
Bubble Sort 
Merge Sort 
Insertion Sort 
 

Work completed by Zak S  

 

 
Year 9  Students are starting a Lego Robot Programming course, 
where they will be looking at real world problems that can be 
solved using robots.  The first session we focus upon programming 
an earthquake simulator  

The image shows the coding blocks we will be using. 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 IT students have been learning about designing and creating HTML 

webpages.  We have looked at HTML5 and CSS3.  Students have started to 

create a template page, consisting of a structured layout, that will be used to 

generate the additional pages required. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                      Charlie B’s template Design: 



 

Year 7 students have been learning about Computers and understanding the hardware and software used.  The focus has 
been on the computer components, including the CPU – Central Processing Unit and how it works. 

Below Erin C created diagrams showing the CPU layout and the fetch, decode and execute cycle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Extra Curricular Club - Year 7 and 8 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Edwards  
Director of Learning for Design Technology      

Sign up to this 

club with Mr 

Edwards 



 


