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Message from Mrs Oliphant 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It has been a fantastic week, during tutor time, where we have welcomed a range of external speakers into the 
academy as we celebrate Careers Week. It has been a joy to see our students engaged and eager to ask a range of 
questions showing a genuine interest and desire to gain more knowledge.  I also really enjoyed the opportunity for our 
different year groups to mix and was impressed at how they all self-regulated and arrived to their sessions promptly.  
We have had some fantastic feedback from our visitors, Miss Mulvaney, who attended to represent the NHS and is an 
orthopaedics Ward Sister tweeted to say: “What a fabulous way to spend a morning. Thank you for having me 
@Granville_dft. I’ll come back anytime you’ll have me. Such engaged students and some great questions. I can talk 
about nursing for ages”. #futurenurse. Next week, we will be looking to set some follow up activities to build upon this 
experience to ensure we build on that drive and ambition to pursue rewarding and fulfilling careers, understanding the 
educational foundations that provide access to these opportunities. 
 
In a busy week, to support their understanding of the GCSE text - Macbeth, Katch 22 Productions performed a live 
rendition.  See Mrs Brown’s section below to view the impact that Year 11 students state this has had.  Next week, they 
are in again on Friday to perform our second text - ‘An Inspector Calls’.  We hope that again, students find this a 
valuable, enjoyable experience that supports their progress as we move onto revision in preparation for the final 
exams. 
 
Thank you to all the families and friends that are supporting the Trust’s ambition to “Take over the Pirelli stadium”.  
This is a fantastic deal and an opportunity for a fun afternoon with family and/or friends.  Burton Albion F.C, visited us 
today, bringing their mascot - Billy Brewer.  There are still tickets available if you would like to join us for the game this 
weekend against Fleetwood Town. 
 

  
  



 

 
 
We are currently working hard with Caterlink to address accounts that have gone into arrears.  Whilst we appreciate 
that this may be an occasional oversight, we are mindful that this cannot be carried forward.  If your account needs 
attention, you will at this point have received several communications from the academy.  To address the situation, 
break and lunch accounts will be frozen if showing a minus of £5.00 or more. Reminders for payments will always be 
sent before we do this, so please endeavour to keep your child’s account in credit. A reminder,  some premium items 
are not included in the meal deals, such as Radnor Waters and some cakes.  For parents and carers in receipt of FSM 
allowance, please note that break time food is not included in this allowance and only food served during Breakfast 
Club and at lunch, can be accessed via this allowance. If your circumstances have changed and you think you may be 
eligible for FSM, please follow the link to access the application form:  Online FSM Application  If you require a private 
conversation, please contact your child’s Head of Year.  Our menu for next week can be found here: Lunch Menu, 
please note, we are on Week 3.  
 
Just a reminder regarding iPad instalments  - to make them more manageable throughout the year, instalments can 
now be in smaller amounts to spread the cost, £10 each half term, using the ParentPay app. Parents and Carers in 
receipt of Pupil Premium do not need to do this as this is covered in our Granville PP offer. 
 
British Science Week begins today, below Mr Trinham has given details on the exciting events coming up … I look 
forward to seeing the models produced, and hope that as Mr Trinham said in his assembly, they are of a quality and 
that we can use them to support the curriculum, in particular topic areas, but whether they are, or are not, I encourage 
all students to  get involved and have a bit of fun! 
 
Today, I am excited to see which students will be acknowledged via Feel Good Friday!  We know that we have some 
amazing, fantastic students, who simply go about their business every day; living our values, working hard, being kind 
and choosing wisely.  They are stars every day of the week and whilst this is captured in achievement cards, we want to 
do more!  Has your phone pinged to say you have a message?  If so, enjoy and we hope it brings a smile to your face as 
we share with you the success that your child has been recognised for during this week's learning.  This will happen 
every Friday, so if not today, fingers crossed for next week! 
 
Have a great weekend. 

 
Regards, 
 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal 

 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/link2ict
https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Granville-Lunch-Menu.pdf


Year group Focus: Year 11 
 
Welcome back to the second half of the Spring term. Students have come back after a week’s rest refreshed and ready 

to tackle the rest of the Spring term, with longer days albeit better weather! 

We have had a busy few weeks so far, and it has been wonderful watching Year 11 students launch right back into 

school life. Year 11 students calmly settled back into their mock exams (PPEs), which have now been completed. 

Their resilience, attitude and work ethic continues to impress us all at Granville Academy. 

This is a crucial point in the Year 11 curriculum, since sitting these mock exams will give them, and their teachers, up to 

date information about their strengths and weaknesses, and therefore, time to act on this before their GCSE Summer 

exams. 

This week has been a focus on careers, we have embraced National Careers Week, which is an ideal time for Year11 to 

give some thought as to the direction life after school will take them. I have engaged in several conversations with 

students, who have expressed how much they have enjoyed the week and has definitely given them food for thought. 

I want to say well done to the students, who have completed their speaking and listening exams. I have been chatting 

with lots of them about the topics they have chosen and the range has been so broad, from fostering, mental health, to 

animals and sports.  

We continue to fundraise for our Prom, our next fundraising drive is a raffle for an Easter Chocolate Hamper, more 

details to follow, we will continue with our Cake Bake Sales, which are hugely successful. 

 

Tutor Update 

Mr Phelan, 11A - In the week, we have returned from a short break, the students have continued to persevere with 
their mock exams.  They have shown real effort and fortitude in their approach to the current round of exams.  A 
special mention to Sam W, who had to endure History, Physics and Chemistry in one day! Inevitably, many students 
have had questions about the events in the Ukraine, whilst as a Form Tutor, we can only offer words of support for the 
Ukrainians and their plight, it has been encouraging to have mature discussions about world affairs with many of 
11A.  One of these discussions led to the reflection that on March the 5th it was 76 years since Winston Churchill’s ‘Iron 
Curtain’ speech and the events of the following 5 decades.  As a historian, witnessing students being inquisitive and 
independent in their interests is great and shows real signs of maturity.  It will set them in good stead for the future, 
especially with Careers Week. 

I am glad to see ‘Frankenstein’ as one of the books chosen for Year 11 as a ‘Great read’.  A book, which is over two 
hundred years old, but has many thoughtful themes applicable to modern societal concepts, thank you, English 
department. 

Finally, a mention for Mason H, thank you for sharing his recent purchase of a contemporary WWI photo book.  A real 
piece of history with some great stories inside. Churchill’s words post WWI were not so foreboding of the world twenty 
years into the future.  A great find, Mason. 

Mrs Pritchard , 11B– My form have demonstrated our academy values and conducted themselves admirably during the 

mock examination period. It has been great to see students producing excellent revision resources in form time, such as 

flash cards, to ensure they are fully prepared for the rigour of the examinations. I look forward to seeing how students 

respond to their teachers' feedback from this examination period to propel them into this final stage of revision ahead 

of the final summer examinations.  

Miss Isaac, 11C –As usual, 11C have been working hard during the mock exam period, and lots of students have seen 
improvements already in some of their results. This week, we have enjoyed learning about different careers and we 
have had interesting conversations around future pathways and options. As a form, our attendance has been 
improving, so we are hoping to be in with a chance of winning the attendance trophy! Special mentions go to: Harvey T 
for his effort in lessons for the last couple of weeks and 100% attendance for this period. Dylan for his extra work 
outside of lessons. Alfie, Megan, Yurrel, and Joe for their great work in our revision sessions pre mocks!  
 
Mr Goddard, 11D- I would like to praise the mature and hardworking attitude of members of my form have displayed 
in their approach towards the recent assessments. Hopefully, the revision techniques that we worked through were 



used and proved helpful in that preparation for each subject. Time seems to be going so quickly, and form members are 
quickly realising the short amount of time remaining before leaving and their final exams. 
 
Mrs Warren, 11E - has had an exciting week of form times as we embrace Careers Week. The students have had a lot of 

different options to choose from, but the stand out talks so far have been on careers in web development, fashion and 

retail and engineering. This week has provided real focus for 11E as the countdown begins for our final summer exams 

and future careers. I would like to shout out a few students for continuing to live the school values, Keira B has done an 

excellent job with her peers, selling cakes to make money for the Prom! Also Leo M for working hard and achieving 

some excellent mock grades! Well done all! Bring on the next and final chapter of their secondary education!  

Mr Edwards, 11F have been using the Tutor Time developing their revision techniques and preparing  for their mock 

examinations. Yet again, I have been impressed by their maturity and focus. Another aim of this term has been ensuring 

their applications for further education for life after Granville have been completed, culminating in the week-long focus 

on Careers. Keep working hard, 11F.  

 
Thank you, Form Tutors.   

 
Mrs Brown 
Head of Year 11 

 

 

 

Subject Focus: English   
 

Year 7 students have really enjoyed and engaged well with their study of ‘A Monster Calls.’ As they have worked 

through each chapter, students have been using their power of prediction to explore ideas about how the novel will 

conclude, using clues from the text to support their ideas. In the most recent lessons, students have been reflecting on 

the concept of hope and healing, and the role of the monster in relation to this. 

Miss McIlhone has been impressed with the descriptive writing completed by 7X4. They have been looking at examples 

and aspiring for excellence, whilst writing their own descriptions. Students are demonstrating a good understanding of 

the differences between descriptive and narrative writing. They have shown great progress in their recent assessments. 

Jasmine G’s descriptive writing practice can be seen below.  

 



Year 8 students have been continuing with their study of Shakespeare’s play ‘Much Ado About Nothing.’ They have 

been focusing on unpicking meaning from key extracts and considering structural aspects, such as how much dialogue 

female characters have in comparison to male characters, specifically examining the ways in which stereotypes impact 

on this. Recently, students have read Act 4, Scene 1 and considered the wedding scene alongside the context of historic 

marriage customs. As we reach the end of the module, we will explore how Shakespeare presents heroes and villains 

throughout the comedy. 

  

Mrs Brown was pleased to see students in 8X1 successfully considering the relationship between tension and comedy. 

Jack S and Ethan C’s graphs demonstrating this can be seen below.  

 

 
 

Year 9 are continuing with the study of ‘Of Mice and Men’ this term. All classes have been exploring the main 

protagonists, George and Lennie, evaluating the language used to describe these characters and discussing the hopes 

and dreams they have for the future. Alongside our reading, students have also considered the historical context of the 

novella in order to develop their understanding of how the period in which a text is written, influences the presentation 

of the characters. The role of women and the issues of racism in America have been particularly significant concepts in 

our most recent lessons. 

Miss Wallace’s class have been evaluating the evidence in Chapter 3 to conclude who was at fault for the climactic 

fight. Here Grace K. has explored 3 different characters before forming her overall conclusion. 



   

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

This term, Year 10 students have been reading and studying A Christmas Carol, their second literature text. Students 

have been handling some very vivid and rich descriptions by Dickens, of the different ghosts and the visits Scrooge 

takes with them. This has really allowed them to identify and analyse different layers of meanings within the Staves and 

appreciate how writers’ use of methods creates meaning. Furthermore, they have been looking into what the different 

spirits symbolise. Students have also been building their writing stamina through a weekly writing task. 

Mr Asif has been impressed with students in 10Y2 as they develop and upgrade their written responses. Examples from 

Elise C and Owen S are below, showing how they have identified where their response meets the exam criteria and 

responding to live-feedback. 



 

Year 11 have been focused and resilient in the lead up to their mock exams, showing their commitment through their 

attendance to the Period 6 sessions and their approach and effort in lessons. This week, Year 11 students had a visit 

from a production company, Katch 22. They watched a live performance of their GCSE Literature text ‘Macbeth.’ This 

was a fantastic opportunity to see how character relationships develop, and following the performance, students 

interacted with the cast in a question and answer session. Student feedback reflecting on the performance can be seen 

below. Next week, we are looking forward to providing Year 11 with the opportunity to see the same company perform 

‘An Inspector Calls.’ 

Following on from the mocks, students have been performing their Spoken Language assessments. The English faculty 

have been really impressed with the sophisticated topics students have explored and their maturity surrounding 

delivering these presentations. 



As we approach the final GCSE exams, we will be revisiting all aspects of the Literature and Language exams in lessons 

over the next term. This week we are focusing on approaching unseen poetry and how to structure responses.   

 

  
  

Mrs Brown 

Director of Learning for English   

 

 

 

British Science Week 

 

Today is the start of British Science week, a period of 10 days dedicated to celebrating and raising the profile of Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM). 

Last week, in assemblies, students have been looking at the wide range of careers available through STEM subjects as 

we have looked to dispel some of the myths around careers in Science. Students have looked at a variety of industries 

and how STEM subjects could lead to careers in these. Amongst others, we have looked at STEM careers Sport, TV and 

film, Art, Music and Hair and beauty 

 

 

We have also launched our British Science Week competitions. This year, we are running two competitions, both closing 

on Friday 25th March. 

British Science Week poster competition for Years 7-9. This competition is a national one, which students all over Britain 

will be taking part in. The challenge is to produce a poster on the theme of “GROWTH”. 



There are no set guidelines on how to make the posters or what it should be on, aside from linking to Science and 

growth. Students can complete these independently or in teams, and the best 5 will be sent off for the national 

competition. 

The Granville Scientific Model competition for years 7- 11. This competition is for all students to make a scientific model, 

again there are no set guidelines for this competition and we encourage students to be as imaginative as they can.  

Here is a fantastic model of a sperm cell made last year by Charlie K in Year 8. 

 

For both competitions, the Science department will be open on Tuesday 15th and Tuesday 22nd from 2:45 p.m. – 4:00 

p.m. to allow students to complete their projects in school and borrow any additional resources. 

 

Year 9 STEM day 

On Monday 14th March, the Smallpeice Trust will be returning for the 2nd of their 3 STEM days. Last December, we 

welcomed them in to complete a day of aeronautical engineers, which was a huge success and we look forward to 

welcoming them again. Please note, this is again only for 1/3rd of the year group, however, all Year 9 students will have 

had the chance to participate in a STEM day by the end of the academic year. 

Mr Trinham  

Director of Learning for Science  
 

 

 

 


