
 

 

   Granville Weekly Newsletter  
     
     Week Beginning: Monday 15th November 2021 
                 

 

Message from Mrs Oliphant 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I would like to start this week's communication by saying how impressed we have all been with Year 11 in their recent 
mock examinations.  I have received several reports from the invigilators, praising our students for demonstrating a 
mature and organised approach to every exam.  We continue into next week and I encourage them all to keep revising, 
keep working hard, stay focused and stay disciplined.  We all know that hard work essentially pays off and their efforts 
will be rewarded. 
 
This week, we have taken time to show our respect to those that lost their lives in WW 1 for the freedoms we observe 
today.  Mr Jackson led a moving tribute, playing the “Last Post” following  the traditional two minute silence, which was 
observed impeccably across the academy.  The first 2-minute silence in the UK was observed on November 11, 1919, 
celebrating the day the war ended one year prior. King George V declared: “"All locomotion should cease, so that, in 
perfect stillness, the thoughts of everyone may be concentrated on reverent remembrance of the glorious dead."  In 
perfect stillness, Granville remembered and I share with you a short video of our tribute to this important event. 
https://youtu.be/HfY9ZQAWRVE  
 
Well done to all those that have taken part in extracurricular activities this week.  It has been a fantastic start.  I made a 
point of visiting the darts launch and found I could barely get in the room.  It was joyous to see so many people in 
attendance asking great questions - well done to those that asked questions in Spanish.  It was a truly brilliant session 
and there is more detail at the bottom of the newsletter with some great pictures to capture the event.  If you haven’t 
yet tried a new club, put yourself out there - there is plenty to choose from!  If you want to see our offer, follow the link: 
Extra Curricular Timetable  
 
We are keen to ensure that all of our students are able to access the Technology curriculum and participate fully in 
baking and cooking.  We acknowledge that this may place a financial pressure at an already difficult time, so we are keen 
to support and assist parents and carers with ingredients for Food Technology. If you are eligible and in receipt of either 
FSM or Pupil Premium, please complete the form:  https://forms.gle/k21da22YzoEVUgxU8  If you do not meet this 
criteria, but your circumstances have changed, please contact your child’s Head of Year for a confidential conversation.  
We are keen to remove all barriers, so that our students are successful and able to achieve their potential. 
 
Derbyshire Services for school have asked us to share the link for the survey ‘How Welcome Do You Feel? for all parents/ 
carers of a student with SEND:  Consultations (Closing date: Monday 15th November 2021). 
  
In addition, they have asked us to share a survey on ‘Reimbursements/Home School Transport’ again for parents/carers 
of children and young people with SEND,  so they are able to gain your views over the next few weeks.  This is the link 
should you wish to complete the survey:  SEND Information (Closing date 22 November 2021). 
 
It is disappointing to hear that some students have been engaging in the Tick Tock trend and posting inappropriate 
videos that include images of my staff.  I would just like to strongly state that this is not acceptable! We are all human 
and have families and friends, who would be upset by this being shared within the public domain and my stance on this 
is very clear, students who are found to be creating and sharing videos, will be sanctioned accordingly, just as we would 
do to protect our student body in the same circumstances.  Please can you speak to your child about this, and ensure 
that they are not involved. 
 
We are aware that a few Year 7 and Year 8 parents and carers have been unable to undertake a tour of the academy and 
have expressed an interest in doing so. We would like to offer the following dates and times for any Year 7 or Year 8 
parent/carer to book a tour: 
 
 

https://www.denbighshirefreepress.co.uk/news/national/uk-today/19704357.different-coloured-poppies-mean-remembrance-day/
https://youtu.be/HfY9ZQAWRVE
https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Enrichment_Extra-Curricular-timetable21.pdf
https://forms.gle/k21da22YzoEVUgxU8
https://derbyshireparentforums.co.uk/consultations/
https://derbyshireparentforums.co.uk/sendreforms/


Monday 22nd November 4:30pm 
Wednesday 24th November 4:30pm 
Monday 29th November 4:30pm 
 
Each group will be a maximum of 10 families. If you would like to book a tour, please contact reception. 
 
Good mental health is an area we take very seriously within our academy, and I am pleased to launch the Wellbeing 
Library available to all students.  We have been donated a range of relevant materials all available to students now.  If 
this is an area of interest, please encourage your child to take a look in the Library.   
 

 
 
Finally, I look forward to the many planned activities we will be hosting during our “Anti-bullying Week”.  Please note, 
the week will finish with students being invited to wear trainers and/or odd socks in support of Brain Tumour research.    
 
Have a great weekend.    
 
Regards, 
 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal  

 

Year group focus: 8 
 

 

Happy new term, and welcome back to all Year 8 students.   We had a great day at the end of last half term with Year 8 

running, walking and enjoying the 2.6 miles on the school playing field. The students were supported by staff running 

alongside them. Some students ran more than 7 times around the outskirts of the field. Many congratulations to all that 

took part and a particular well done to the top 5 boys and girls who were: Henry N, Evie E, Aston S, Chloe W, Warren E, 

Hannah W, Alfie F, Abigail V, Dylan H and Sophie M 

 

I’m sure that they will have mentioned to you about ‘Caught getting it right’ cards. These cards are handed to students 

to do something nice or right, for example, holding the door open for someone, looking after someone if they are upset. 

At the end of last term, Year 8 had 42 cards in the last week. The students are rewarded at the end of each week. 

 

Please can I ask that you encourage your child to participate in at least one club or activity at afterschool over the course 

of the next term. A new Enrichment timetable has been shared with them via Showbie, there is something for everyone 

to have a go at. 

 

Can I also say well done to the year group for continuing to participate in the reading using the Accelerated Reading 

programme. As a year group, we have read over one and a half million more words than Year 7, can we make it more 

than 3 million by Christmas?  Congratulations to Ava F for reading over a total of 434,000 words and Reina S for over 

426,600 words, so far this year! Please can you encourage your child and to continue supporting them to read for at 

least 15 minutes a day. 

 



Thank you to the Year 8 Anti-Bullying Ambassadors, who for the last two weeks have been visiting form groups to sell 

poppies in preparation for Remembrance Day.  They have turned up every morning, without fail, and carried the task 

out magnificently.  

 

As always, at Granville, we observed the 2-minute silence. I’m really proud this year, as I was joined in performing the 

“Last Post” by Tilly-Mae M and Dylan N, both Year 8 students.  

 
Can I thank you for your continued support with uniform, ensuring that your child has the right equipment and ensuring 

good attendance.  With your support in these areas, it makes it easier for them to be successful. 

 

 

Mr Jackson 
Head of Year 8  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Focus: Maths  
 

 

 

A huge welcome back to our students after their half term break. 
 
As our Year 11 students prepare for their second week of Mock exams, I would just like to take this opportunity to 
remind you that ALL of our students in Year 11 have access to an online revision platform called Maths Buster. It is the 
first year we have invested in this resource, and as a department, we have been really impressed so far, but what is 
more important is that the feedback from our students is that it is really useful too. It has many functions, including 
timed tests, levelled practise questions, challenge questions, unseen mock exam papers, and the ability to browse topics 
and watch videos to support your child’s learning. We are actively encouraging our Year 11 students to use this as part 
of their revision and are also incorporating this during some of their maths lessons and revision lessons. The more your 
child uses this, the more bespoke the system becomes, and so, we would really appreciate you encouraging your child to 
use this in their independent revision at home too.  
As a reminder this can be accessed through www.cgpbooks.co.uk, then click ‘sign in' (top right of the screen), then ‘my 
Online Products’ (also top right of the screen), you will then see a ‘Maths Buster' tab. Please click this to gain access. 
 
It has also been a busy couple of weeks for our other year groups. All of our students have now completed an 
assessment in Maths and over the next couple of weeks, your child will be bringing home an individualised revision 
sheet based upon their strengths and weaknesses. This will guide your child to topics and allow them to complete 
extended practise tasks that are purposeful for their own learning needs. As soon as your child has been given one of 
these, we will send a text out to inform you and your encouragement to use these during their independent home 
practise would be very much appreciated. 
 
As a department, we are focusing on our students being able to see and make sense of their Mathematical learning 
journey. It is important to us that your child is able to link together their learning and we have started to ask students at 
the beginning of the lesson ‘Why this? Why now?’. In other words, why are we learning the topic we are learning during 

http://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/


that lesson and where does it fit in with past and future topics. The curriculum map is available in Showbie for our 
students in Year 7, 8, 9 and 10, and helps students visualise this more clearly. We are also referring to this during lesson. 
 
Below is the Year 11 Curriculum map. For all other year groups, please click the following link to view: Maths Curriculum 
Map  
 
 

 
 

During lessons, Mr Scott would like to give a shout out to his Year 7 students, who have been studying a topic all about 

data and averages. I had the pleasure of popping into some of these lessons and was super impressed with their ability 

to compare data sets and listen to their reasoning skills!  

 
 
 
Mr Taylor’s Year 8 class have been studying a topic on area and volume and have now moved on to start to look at plans 
and elevations. Below is some super impressive work! If you’ve never tried to draw a shape on isometric paper, I 
challenge you to have a go! I warn you, it’s not as easy as it looks! Well done, Year 8s! 
 

https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Mathematics-Curriculum-Map-3.pdf
https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Mathematics-Curriculum-Map-3.pdf


 
 
Some of our Year 9 students have started to look at one of mine and Mr Taylors favourite topic in Maths called ‘Surds’. It 
brings together aspects of both their number and algebra skills. 
 

 
 

Lastly, we are still super proud of our students’ efforts in homework. They really do live our value of ‘working hard’. 
Here are some photos of our students with their Hegarty Maths certificates for most questions answered and number of 
skills at 100%. 

 

 
 

 
Here’s to another great half term! 

Mrs Freeman  
Director of Learning for Maths  

 

 



Darts Club - José de Sousa visits Granville Academy 
 
On Tuesday, we launched the Granville Academy Darts Club, and we were very excited to have a visit from Grand Slam 
champion José de Sousa and his Manager Mac Elkin. We started the session with some questions and José told us about 
how he had reached number 7 in the world. On top of hours and hours of practice, players have to be good at maths 
and languages as the players travel around the world and do interviews in many languages. The rewards are fantastic 
though if you can get to the top of the sport and José told us that his life has been turned around following the success 
he has had over the last two years.  
 
The rest of the session was spent playing darts and José and Mac gave our students lots of tips and advice about how to 
stand, focus and throw darts, but most of all, to enjoy the game and keep practising! They were very impressed with 
Harry I, who had a very natural action and Dexter C, who threw a bullseye with just his second dart! 
 
Darts Club will run every week on a Tuesday after school and is open to all students. We hope to have some more visits 
from famous players in the future, so look out for further notices!  

 

 
 

 

Miss S Mays  
 

 

 

 

 

Anti-Bullying Week 2021 

Next week is Anti-Bullying Week (15th-19th November). The theme for this year is ‘One Kind Word’ which links into our 
academy value of ‘Be Kind.’ Resources and information we will be using during the week are from the Anti-Bullying 
Alliance. During the week, we are running several activities and initiatives to raise awareness and spread kindness across 
the academy:- 

Anti-Bullying week assembly:- Each year group will be having an assembly across the week on Anti-Bullying Week and 
theme of Kindness. 

Be Kind to a member of staff:- Students will be encouraged during the week to complete Kindness cards to staff across 



the academy. In the Main Hall, we will have a Kindness Post Box and cards for students to complete. Our Anti-Bullying 
Mentors will be delivering messages of Kindness during the week. 

Follow up tutor session:- Form Tutors will be delivering a follow up session from assembly with key activities and 
discussions on being kind to others/Anti-Bullying week. 

Be Kind pledge display:- Tutor groups will be helping to contribute to our whole school display on being kind, where 
students will be writing ideas on how to spread the word of Kindness across our school community. 

Wellbeing survey:- Students will be completing a Wellbeing survey during the week during tutor time. 

Be Kind achievement points and Kindness Slips:- Staff will be looking for opportunities to provide students with Be Kind 
achievement points and Kindness Slips during the week. All staff will be looking for students being kind during lessons or 
being kind to others during the school day. Students who achieve the most Be Kind points or Kindness Slips during the 
week will be put into a prize draw to attend a special Hot Chocolate / Chip Butty Friday next week. 

Trainers and Odd Socks day:- On Friday 19th November, we will be raising awareness of Anti-Bullying Week, and raising 
money for charity with our Trainers and Odd Socks day. Students are encouraged to wear their favourite pair of trainers 
and/or a pair of bright odd socks. All other uniform items must be worn on this day. £1 donation, which can be paid on 
ParentPay next week. 

Anti-bullying Week is an important week, where we will be raising awareness and working together to promote anti-
bullying initiatives and prevent bullying from taking place. 

 

A Tempest  
Head of Year 9  
 

 

 

 


