
Granville Weekly Newsletter 

     
                     Week Beginning: Monday 16th May 2022 
            

Message from our Principal, Mrs Oliphant 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have recently sent a text and email to all parents and carers, sharing a link to our latest Ofsted Report, with a 
statement attached from me as a response.  If you have not seen the report, please follow the link: Principal Statement 
and Ofsted Report.  
 
Thank you to parents who have taken the time to respond positively with messages of confidence and support.  It means a 
lot, and as I said in my final paragraph in my statement:  ‘As Principal, I am determined to deliver and to continuously 
improve in all areas of inspection. I am clear that we will not be changing our path. We will be resolute and determined to 
ensure that everything we do remains deliberate, that it is focused and effective in addressing the points raised within the 
report to ensure that pupils within our academy experience the very best.  It is their right.  It is their entitlement.’ It is my 
intention to talk to all students about the report in assemblies next week, but essentially, we push on and we work hard, as 
we commit to the next chapter on our journey to excellence.   
 
Time stands still for no man, and with this in mind, we are ready to support our Year 11, as the season of exams is upon us!  
Our masterclass programme began on Thursday, with students sitting their first exam today.  I have been very impressed 
by the focus in lessons, and I hope that students feel ready and approach each and every exam with gusto, truly giving their 
all.  Thank you to all parents and carers, who sent in messages for us to pass on.  I had the privilege of seeing your 
inspiration and very moving words.  I am sure that they will have received positively and will have had a warming, 
potentially calming and reassuring effect as they embrace this exam period.  I want to wish them all good luck on behalf of 
all the staff and let them know we are rooting for them and behind them every step of the way. 
 

 
 
Please note the previous communication that during this period of time, students will leave site straight after their exams if 
they finish from 2.00 p.m. onwards.  Any exam that finishes before 2.00 p.m. - students are to attend their Period 5 lessons.  
This is important as masterclasses go right up to the last exam.  
 
Well done to our Year 9 students, who travelled to the University of Warwick to receive their Scholars Programme honours 
having taken part in the Brilliant Club.  What a sensational set of results.  Please see below to read the full report from Miss 
Wallace. 
 
We are excited to launch our 99p Street in response to the questionnaire completed by students. We will be doing a full 
launch on Monday 16th May. Please see the poster attached to view items on offer: 99p Street.  
 
We are excited to be able to offer an opportunity to a parent to join our Local Governing Body. Information has been sent 
to parents/carers via email earlier today. Parents/carers wishing to stand for election should complete the nomination 
form no later than Friday 27th May 2022.  If you would like to be part of the next chapter and gain a real insight into the 
work we are doing, then this is a perfect opportunity.  This is an ideal time to join us and we look forward to receiving new 
members. Parent Governor Letter    Parent Governor Nomination Form  
 

https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Principal-Statement-Ofsted-lnspection-Feb-2022.pdf?t=1652257627
https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Principal-Statement-Ofsted-lnspection-Feb-2022.pdf?t=1652257627
https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/99p-Street-Breaktime.pdf?t=1652453517?ts=1652453706
https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Parent-Governor-Election-Letter-May22.pdf?t=1652432262
https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Parent-Governor-Nomination-Form.pdf?t=1652432643


If your child has qualified for Pupil Premium then there is extra funding we can offer for school trips. Your child can receive 
£25.00 reduction from the trip, this can only be used once per year for each child. If you leave a £25.00 outstanding 
balance on ParentPay on your child’s account then this will be covered by the funding and paid. If you have any questions 
or concerns about eligibility, please check the school website or contact Reception for assistance.  
 
Finally, Active South Derbyshire is made up of individuals, clubs, community groups and organisations that take part in or 
have an interest in physical activity, sport and recreation in the District. To see more about what Active South Derbyshire is 
doing and how to get involved take a look at their Active Communities and Health Team Newsletter.  
 
Our Lunch Menu can be found here: Lunch Menu, please note, we are on Week 3.   
 
Have a great weekend. 
 

Regards,   
 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal 

 

 

Facility Hire  
 

All of our fantastic facilities are available for hire during the evenings, weekends and school holidays. 
For the Sports Hall, Activity Hall or our many classrooms, you can view live availability, full details, including prices, as 
well as make booking requests on our lettings website: Granville Academy venue for hire in Swadlincote - SchoolHire 
 

 

 

Year Group Focus: Year 8  

I continue to be impressed with the attitude to learning demonstrated by the vast majority of students. As I walk though 

lessons, I am proud to see the positive and engaging learning environment, created by the students' willingness to absorb 

themselves in the lesson showing determination to make progress. I often say to students that ‘every second counts’ and 

it is pleasing to see that the students take this on board and make the most of their learning by adopting this positive 

attitude. 

On the whole, standards of uniform are excellent and students present themselves in a professional manner every day. As 

the weather begins to improve, it is important that students remember, they must wear their school blazer every day, it is 

not an optional item of the uniform. 

Attendance continues to be an area of focus for us as a year group. Can I please remind parents and carers that students 

should only be absent from school when absolutely necessary, and that parents/carers should contact school with a 

reason on every day of your child’s absence. 

This week, students have had an assembly led by Mr Lambeth our Careers Lead with a focus on careers information. As a 

school we use: www.unifrog.org for students to use and access a wide range of information and advice. Students have 

begun using this website this week during Form Time. As we move into Year 9, and students begin to think about their 

Option choices for their GCSEs, Unifrog will prove to be a valuable resource for students. Please encourage your child to 

utilise this website. 

I hope you enjoy the promised warm weather this weekend. 

 

Miss Robinson 
Head of Year 8 

https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Active-Communities-and-Health-Team-Newsletter.pdf?t=1652433439
https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Granville-menu-Feb-2022.pdf?t=1644935304?ts=1649424595
https://granville.schoolhire.co.uk/
http://www.unifrog.org/


 

Subject Focus: Science    
 

STEM Club 

STEM Club has embarked on a new project! They will be completing the National Crest Bronze Award this term, 

investigating roller-coaster designs using K’NEX kits.  

It is fantastic to see our Year 7 students working on this new project. Questions they will be investigating include: 

● How can you measure the speed of the car? 

● Is the speed of the car constant throughout the journey? 

● Does the mass of the car make a difference to the speed? 

 

Homework 

To aid students to embed knowledge into their long term memory, we have subscribed to an online quizzing tool called 

‘Carousel Learning’. Your child will be set a knowledge quiz fortnightly that assesses the content they have covered in 

lessons. This quizzing software allows teachers to assess the core knowledge, and to enable us to address gaps quickly 

during the next lesson ‘Do Now’ task. Please can you ask your child to take time to revise the questions before they 

attempt the quiz. Furthermore, there is no specific log in details needed, just their name, so no last-minute panic finding 

out a forgotten password.  

The following week, the class teacher will set an application piece of homework, which can include exam questions. This 

allows teachers to assess extended answers and will also prepare students for the format of assessment.  

 

Year 7 

This term, Year 7 will be learning about the lungs within Biology. Some groups have already had an opportunity to see the 

organ first hand, and even touch them during the class dissection. Within Chemistry, Year 7 have been connecting their 

previous knowledge of energy stores and how the particles change when a snowflake melts.   

 

Emily R, 7x1 

Finally, within Physics, students have been studying the topic of space, always a very popular and exciting topic. 

 

Year 8 

This term, Year 8 students will be building upon their scientific knowledge from Year 7. In Biology, students have been 

learning about the role ‘Rosalind Franklin’ played during the discovery of the structure of DNA. 8x4 had a mature 

discussion about women in science and how collaboration is a vital part of scientific discoveries. In chemistry, students 

have been exploring the Earth’s resources and the impact of human activity on the Earth. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poppy C-E, 8x4 

In physics, students have been working hard on calculations, bringing their knowledge from maths, when selecting formula 

and units of speed. 

Year 9 

This term, students have spent time within lessons conducting food tests. As a follow-up to the practical experience, 

students have been writing about each test and describing each positive result. Here is an example of this extended writing 

from Grace K, 9x3: 

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building upon knowledge from Year 7, students in Year 9 have been investigating the current within series and parallel 

circuits. Making comparisons is an important part of scientific thinking. It allows students to sort, classify, and organise 

scientific concepts into categories in meaningful ways. 



 

Jack B 9x3 

Year 10 

Within Biology, Year 10 students have been studying cell division during sexual and asexual reproduction. Here is a 

fantastic piece of extended writing from Evie S in 10x2 comparing mitosis and meiosis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Within Chemistry, students have been analysing chromatograms and discussing how these are used within sports drug 

tests. Within Physics, students have learnt about Newton’s laws of motion and have been performing calculations for the 

momentum of an object.  Daria P, 10y1 

 

Year 11 

As the GCSE exams approach, the Science department would like to say, ‘Think like a proton, Stay positive!’. The resilience 

that you have shown over the past few years has been phenomenal and you continue to put fantastic effort into your 

classwork. Keep up the momentum. Look at the QLA documents from past exams you have completed to identify the areas 

of the curriculum that you need to focus on within your personal revision. Also, ensure that you are familiar with the 

required practicals that have been given by the exam board. Don’t concentrate just on the practical method, ensure you 

are able to analyse the data the investigation produces, and be capable of explaining the scientific concept that is involved. 

Masterclasses before each exam will give you an opportunity to spend an extended time with your class teacher and the 

breakfast revision sessions will be an important check in before your exam.   

 

 

Mrs Rowland  
Teacher of Science  

 

 



The Brilliant Club Scholars Programme 
 
This year, Granville Academy is once again participating in The Brilliant Club’s Scholars Programme. 24 of our Year 9 
students are taking part in this supra-curriculum programme, which involves 7 weekly tutorials with a university PhD tutor, 
additional homework tasks each week, ultimately culminating in a 2,000 word final assignment. These assignments are 
then graded according to the university degree scale of First to Third classifications.  
 
In the Spring term, the first 12 students have been tutored by Jane Smith (a Fine Art graduate). Our topic for the term has 
been: ‘Mirror, mirror, on the Wall: Acceptance of imperfection in the philosophy of Kintsukuroi’. From a place of very little 
knowledge, certainly concerning the Japanese ideals and culture, students have explored ideas around the use of selfies 
and social media, considered Freud and Lacan, debated the ideals of perfection versus imperfection. The English curriculum 
for Year 9 centres around the concept of ‘The Imperfect World’ and students were able to bring ideas from previous 
discussions concerning utopia and dystopia, social inequality and the power structures that exist in our world, to their 
Scholars study. 
 
Myself, Mr Tempest (Head of Year) and the wider Academy are incredibly proud of these 12 students. Throughout the 
programme, the students have shown dedication to their studies, maturity of thinking and a real desire to learn. As a 
result, I am very pleased to announce that between them they achieved three Firsts (working to an excellent standard of A-
level), seven 2:1 (working to a good standard at A-level) and two 2:2 (working to an excellent standard at GCSE). I’m sure 
you will agree that these are amazing results and reflect some of the academic brilliance within the Academy. 
 
This week, Wednesday 11th May, it was our pleasure to take these 12 students to their Graduation event at the University 
of Warwick. As part of the activities, students were given a tour of the university campus, which gave them a flavour of 
university life and an opportunity to ask many questions about the university experience. The event culminated in the 
presentation of their certificates, where each student in turn was called up, just like a real graduation ceremony. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to publicly congratulate our Scholars again and to thank them all for their hard work 
and enthusiasm throughout the programme. 
 
Our Summer placement is also progressing well, with a further 12 students taking part in a STEM based course: Dyspnoea: 
You Take My Breath Away. This course has been considering the causes of breathlessness and ways in which to address and 
diagnose these chronic illnesses, under the tutelage of Urvee Karsanji, a PhD Tutor from the University of Leicester. In light 
of the covid pandemic, the course certainly seems very relevant in today’s society. Students are again showing fantastic 
commitment and interest in their sessions and are now at the stage where they begin to write their final assignment. 
 
We would like to wish our Summer Scholars the best of luck for this final stage. 
 

   

 
Miss Wallace  
Teacher of English  



 


