
 
          Granville Weekly Newsletter 

     
                    Week Beginning: Monday 18th July 2022 

                      

Message from our Principal, Mrs Oliphant 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
With so much still happening in our academy, it is hard to believe we are almost at the end of a fantastic academic year.  
Almost every day, there has been something wonderful taking place that has provided a different experience and an 
opportunity for our students.  Miss Price will share the success of Sports Day below, but I would like to say well done to all 
the competitors. Sports Day is always a highlight for me - this year, I was thrilled to be asked to run the Javelin for Year 7 
and Year 8.  I thoroughly enjoyed being part of the day and seeing the talent and techniques being demonstrated.  But 
actually, what I loved, was to hear the kind words of encouragement, of genuine awe and praise from peer to peer, as they 
supported their fellow students.  That is what is important and it was great to see so many of our students living our value 
of being kind.  So, well done to all.  You all played your part in making the day a huge success. 
 
Yesterday, as seen in the photographs below, students who completed their enrichment challenge were invited to the 
Carnival Event, where they were treated to inflatables in recognition of their commitment to investing in themselves.  Next 
year, we hope to grow this and we challenge all students in the next academic year to try something new, to attend at least 
one enrichment or extracurricular club before Christmas.   
 
Today, Year 7 students took part in Space Day! This was an opportunity for students to utilise the skills they have 
developed this year to complete a range of challenges. These included designing, building and testing a lunar lander to be 
dropped and protect an egg, investigating ratios of effervescent tablets to be used as fuel cells, building straw rockets to fly 
across the classroom and building launch pads out of spaghetti and plasticine. Throughout the day, students displayed 
excellent team work, as well as showing tremendous resilience in overcoming these challenges. 
 

                  
          Tye and Archie                                                                                                            Isaac P, Imogen B, Ashleigh P and Michael S 

 
 
 
I am proud to announce that for the second year in a row, Granville Academy has been 
recognised as one of HegartyMaths top performing Super Schools. Well done to all our 
students for working hard and living our values and keep up the good work. 

 
 
 

 

 
 



Within the academy, we take the mental health of our students very seriously.  Mrs Brickley runs a student group and they 
have been working hard to put together their second edition of the Student Wellbeing Newsletter.  Please follow the link 
for a great read from our Wellbeing Student Team Student Wellbeing Newsletter.  This has been shared with all students 
on Showbie, and we encourage all parents and carers to discuss the content to make mental health an open dialogue.  
There are some great starters and openers for us as adults that we can use, so that you can begin a dialogue and there are 
also some signposts to various lines of support if you feel this is required. 
 
As the holidays approach it is good to see locally that there are some schemes being offered, which may be of interest.   
 

 
 
We are also pleased to share that SH Active Sport are hosting holiday camps over the summer break at a number of 
schools, including Granville Academy. See their flyer for more information: SH Active Sport - Holiday camps   
 
Next week, it appears temperatures are set to rise for the first two days.  We will continue to the end of term with no 
blazers or ties, or students may prefer to attend in their Granville PE kit and some classes will be re-roomed on Monday 
and Tuesday.  Students will be informed during Tutor Time. Please ensure your child brings water into school and applies 
sun cream. During the heat, it is important to stay hydrated and students will be encouraged to fill their bottles at lesson 
changeovers and during social times. Tailored shorts may be worn if required and hats are advised for travelling to and 
from the academy and may be worn during social times. 
 
In anticipation of the new academic year, thank you to all parents/carers that have donated preloved uniform items.  We 
are still accepting quality donations in reception until Friday 22nd July.  During the holiday period, we will have a donation 
station available outside of Reception for further contributions.  This will support us to stock our Guardians of Granville 
initiative.  On Thursday 1st September, 1.00pm until 3.00pm, we will be taking monetary donations in exchange for our 
pre-loved items. In addition, Early Bird discounted prices will be changed for Ready to Learn packs and equipment.  All 
students in Years 8-11 will be expected to arrive with their Ready to Lean packs fully stocked (these were issued free of 
charge this year).  All items are available on ParentPay, but on this day, they will be half-price (£2 instead of £4), which is 
below the cost-price that they are normally sold at. Free sanitary products will also be available during this event. Please 
put the date in your diary, so that you can take advantage of this offer. 
 
Our lunch Menu, next week, will be on Week 3:  Lunch Menu  Please note the pre order required for the last day of term. 
 
Finally, a reminder that next week, the last day of term is Friday 22nd July, 2022. The school will close to students at 12.30 
p.m. Any student eligible for a free school meal, can order and collect from the canteen. This will be a takeaway option. 
Only pre ordered food will be prepared for FSM or NON FSM to avoid excessive waste. Please note if you order but do not 
collect, and are not FSM, charges will still be made to your ParentPay account.  The buses will collect at 12.30 p.m. If you 
require your child to stay on site until 2.45 p.m. please ensure you contact your child’s Head of Year for suitable 
arrangements to be made. 
If you would like your child to order a packed lunch for the last day, please complete this form:  
https://forms.gle/3u7fZR4bJQRaaRnXA   

https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Wellbeing-Newsletter-JULY-22-3.pdf?t=1657793703
https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/SH-Active-Sport-holiday-camps.pdf?t=1657796275
https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Granville-menu-Feb-2022.pdf?t=1644935304?ts=1649424595
https://forms.gle/3u7fZR4bJQRaaRnXA


Have a great weekend!  
 

Regards,   
 

Mrs Oliphant 

Principal 

 

Facility Hire  
 

All of our fantastic facilities are available for hire during the evenings, weekends and school holidays. 
For the Sports Hall, Activity Hall or our many classrooms, you can view live availability, full details, including prices, as well as 
make booking requests on our lettings website: Granville Academy venue for hire in Swadlincote - SchoolHire 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Friday 22nd July - Last day of term - the academy will close at 12.30 p.m. to students. 
 
Monday 22nd August - Friday 26th August – Year 6 Summer School 
Thursday 25th August -  Year 11 GCSE Results Day  
Thursday 1st September - Academy Inset Day - school closed to students 
Friday 2nd September - Academy Inset Day - school closed to students 
Monday 5th September - All students return to the academy - start of Autumn Term 1 

 

 

Year Group Focus: Year 11 
 

Our Year 11 students arrived in style to the Pirelli Stadium to celebrate the Prom last week. Everyone looked radiant, 
handsome, beautiful and glamorous, including the staff! The celebration attracted gatherings of proud families and friends.  
 
Celebrating the end of their GCSEs by arriving in limos, beamers, camper vans with a moped entourage, motorbikes and 
Minis!  The Stadium was a fitting backdrop, decorated majestically in the Granville Academy school tie colours of blue, gold 
and black. Our dance floor was a hive of activity, both students and staff danced non-stop. Some serious and impressive 
dance moves were on show.  
 

 
Overall a fabulous night to celebrate the moment Year 11 students move onto the next stage of their lives. 

https://granville.schoolhire.co.uk/


Staff comments below:  
 
“How amazing was Prom!! It was great to catch up with you all about your future plans after leaving school!  
You all looked super stunning and I hope you enjoyed it as much as we did. It was great to see you all enjoying yourself 
dancing through the night! Make sure you keep in touch! I want to hear about all your exciting adventures!!”  Miss Warren  
“The prom was fantastic. It was great to see the effort everyone made. They all dressed to impress. My highlight was 
witnessing some of their dancing skills and a floating Tom across the dance floor. A really great night for a really great year 
group. I wish them all well”  Mr Goddard 
 
“A fantastic evening at the Year 11 Prom, celebrating 5 years at Granville. All of the students were immaculately turned out 
and real credit to the Academy. They did themselves proud”. Mr Edwards  
 
“It was an absolute joy to see my Form at the Year 11 Prom last week. After so many months of hard work, leading up to 
such important examinations, and after all of the restrictions over the last couple of years, it was lovely for my Form to enjoy 
an evening of much-deserved fun with friends. I wish them all a very happy summer holiday and all the very best of luck for 
Results Day and beyond”.  Mrs Pritchard 
 
Thank you to all who supported in all capacities to ensure this was a successful event for our students.  
 
We all  look forward to seeing Year 11 on Thursday 25th 2022 for Results Day. Please see below information on Results Day 
from Mr Gell (Vice Principal).  

 
Mrs Brown  
Head of Year 11  

 

 

Year 11 GCSE Results day - Thursday 25th August 2022  
 
After a fantastic Year 11 Prom last week, our attention now moves towards the day our students receive their examination 
results. Students will be able to collect their results in person on Thursday August 25th, between 9.00am and 11.00am. 
Parents and carers are welcome to accompany their child to collect their results, if they wish. Any students that are not 
able to collect their results in person are able to nominate a family member to collect them on their behalf. To arrange this, 
they will need to email Mrs Boyce (Exams and Data Manager) via her email address: jboyce.granville@deferrerstrust.com 
and let her know the name of their nominated person. We kindly request that the person who is collecting the results 
brings proof of identity with them on the day, in order for results to be issued to them. If you are not able to nominate a 
person to collect them, we can arrange for them to be emailed to you after 11.00am on the day, providing you share a 
secure email address with us, and we are able to test the address the week before Results Day. 
 
At the event, there will be a range of local Post 16 education providers on site to offer advice and guidance about the 
courses they offer for any students that may wish to re-plan their next steps. We will also have Mr Lambeth (Granville 
Careers Leader) on site to provide advice and support to students, too.  
 
We will be collecting information from students when they sign in regarding their planned destination; i.e. which 
college/6th form/apprenticeship they intend to enrol with. We are legally required to share this information with 
Derbyshire County Council to support their tracking and support of young people in Derbyshire. We will also be asking for 
permission to keep in contact with our year 11 students for the next 3 years, so we can start to track where they go after 
they turn 18. We are keen to develop a Granville Alumni association, so we can share our former students' journeys with 
younger students at Granville, as we feel this can be inspirational and motivating for them. In order to do this, we will be 
asking for students to share their personal email addresses and/or mobile phone numbers. This is entirely voluntary and 
the information will only be used for getting in touch with them once a year for an update on their careers/education 
journey. If your child can support us with this, it would be greatly appreciated. 
 
We hope all our Year 11 students are enjoying a very well earned rest and look forward to celebrating their successes with 
them on Thursday 25th August, between .9.00am-11.00am. 
 

Mr Gell  
Vice Principal  

 



Subject Focus: Health and PE/Creative Arts        
 

Creative Showcase 

Thank you to all the students, parents and carers, who 

supported our first Creative Arts Evening. This event was a 

brilliant opportunity for our students to showcase their 

skills across the arts. The audience were treated to live 

performances from our talented musicians, trampolinists 

and Drama group. Some truly intricate and moving pieces 

were also displayed within the Art section.  

 

The Arts are so important, and we are proud of all the 

students that took part in this fantastic showcase. We are 

looking forward to further nurturing this talent and hosting 

another Creative Showcase next academic year. 

 

This Girl Can Week 

This month, The Creative Faculty led our first This Girl Can Week. The aim of the campaign was to celebrate activity, 

challenge gender stereotypes, and inspire more females to be active. Students completed a range of activities throughout 

the week. Each morning, students experienced a range of inspiring careers talks from BBC Sports Journalists to England 

Cricket coaches. During PE lessons, our students completed the 5k Race for Life challenge and we are extremely proud to 

announce that we raised over £200 for Cancer Research. Thank you for all your donations.  

During our ‘In The News' session, students discovered the gender stereotypes, which exist in society and discussed how we 

can challenge these as a community to ensure that males and females have equal access to opportunities. After-school our 

students took part in cricket, football, a strength and conditioning session and the long awaited Colour Run. This was a 

fantastic event to celebrate an inspiring week.  

 

“I thought the week was really inspiring. I liked that we got to hear from successful women, who are in perceived male 

dominated careers. I think it’s really positive that we can change stereotypes” Georgia H, Year 9 

 

Granville Girls Can 

Our Year 7 and 8 Girls' Football team attended a Women's Euro's Festival on Monday 27th June at Derby High. 117 girls took 

part from across Derbyshire and this was a great event for students to play football in a fun environment. The UEFA 

Women’s Euro 2022 competition will be played from the 6th to the 31st July. England Vs Northern Ireland is live tonight at 

8.00pm on BBC one! 

   



   

 

 Sports Day 2022  

Sports Day is one of the days of the school year when we come together as a community. Every year, new stars emerge and 

remind us of what hard work and dedication can achieve. Athletes, supporters and staff all play their part in what is one of 

the highlights of the school calendar: a clear example of our school vision statement ‘Work Hard, Be Kind, Choose Wisely’. 

This was a fantastic event and we are very proud of all of our students for taking part. Records and overall winners will be 

announced in rewards assemblies next week.  

     
 

Lionesses Roar 

Our students witnessed England getting their Women's Euro 2022 campaign off to a winning start in record-breaking 

fashion, as the Lionesses posted an all-time competition high attendance during their 1-0 tournament-opening win over 

Austria at Old Trafford. The game drew the highest-ever crowd for a Women's European Championship game, with 68,871 

in attendance. Our students witnessed some great football, which will hopefully inspire them to keep pursuing their passion 

for football.  

 

 



Derby University Trip 

Wednesday 29th June saw 18 Year 9 future GCSE PE students 

visit University of Derby for a careers in sport event. Students 

were treated to lecture sessions, use of the facilities and an 

inspiring speech led by Richard Whitehead (200m Paralympic 

gold medallist). It was a great day enjoyed by all. Once again 

the conduct of our students was exemplary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Champion Cantrill 

Congratulations and a big shout out to Joel Cantrill in Year 9! Joel qualified for the 

300m at the English School Championships in Manchester. This is the biggest 

competition at grassroot athletics and is an amazing achievement to even qualify. 

Joel finished 3rd in his heat and then 4th in the semi-final and then incredibly 7th 

in the final. This is against the best runners in the UK. As a result Joel is now 

ranked No.1 in West Mids, No.13 in England, No. 17 in UK after clocking 37.56 in 

the heat! Brilliant, Joel. Well done. An exciting future lies ahead.  

 

 

 

Year 7 Cricket 

Our newly formed Year 7 Cricket Team played a friendly fixture 

against Robert Sutton school. This was a great experience for the 

boys with only one player involved in cricket outside of school. A 

huge learning curve of an experience, but one that was thoroughly 

enjoyed by all involved. The next development would be for these 

players to now commit to a club outside of school to achieve the PE 

department intent of lifelong participation.  

 

 

 

Primary School Events  

On Tuesday 28th June, 20 of our leaders from our Girls Leadership 

academy ran a Mini-Olympics event for our local Key Stage 1 classes. Pupils 

from Elmsleigh and Eureka all attended the afternoon event and 

participated in a variety of running, jumping and throwing activities that 

had been planned and delivered by the leaders. Our students were a credit 

to Granville Academy.  

 

On Thursday 30th July Granville Academy hosted the first South Derbyshire 

Primary Schools Gymnastics Competition since the pandemic paused the 

inter schools competition programme. The Sports Hall was turned into a 

gymnastics arena and teams from Fairmeadows, The Mease, Newhall 

Infants, Rosliston, Church Broughton and Healthfields competed on both floor and vault. The standard of competition was 

high and judges from East Staffs Gym Club were very impressed with the performances of the gymnasts. Year 10 Work 

Experience students also assisted at the event, helping to get gymnasts warmed up as well as helping with the smooth 

running of the competition. Next year, Mrs Brickley will be running some judging training for Granville students, so please 

let her know if you are interested. 



 

 

 

Enrichment Reward 

In order to reward those students who have regularly attended 

enrichment clubs and achieved a minimum of 20 stamps on their 

loyalty card, we hosted an afternoon of inflatable fun. Enrichment 

activities are important in developing students’ confidence, 

leadership and softer skills. We look forward to commencing our 

enrichment programme again in September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music 

The School Band have thrived again this term, ending the year with 

performances as part of the  Creative Arts Open Evening”. The 

evening saw our live band perform an array of live music to our live 

audience. The band have worked hard all year during school, their 

lunchtimes and after-school to improve their performances. Well 

done to all involved. 

 

 

Drama Workshop  

On Monday the 27th June, members of the Granville Drama Club took part in 

our “Creative Open Evening”. They worked on a number of scenes from Blood 

Brothers by Willy Russell, rehearsing, performing, giving feedback and then re-

rehearsing the scenes in light of what they had been advised. This is a tried and 

trusted method of rehearsal, and one, which the students are very familiar 

with, but it is a very different thing to do it in front of an audience of adults. I 

was really impressed with how all of the students worked during this session, 

they obviously enjoyed themselves and showed off their creative skills 

extremely well. Blood Brothers is a play that we study in class in Years 9, 10 and 

11, so the work undertaken in Drama Club will enhance the students performance in their lessons, as well as being a great 

fun after school activity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Art This Girl Can 

We had a very creative week of lessons! Students worked as a team to a given brief. Each table had to research their given 
name, finding out about their achievements and deciding how best they were going to showcase this in a creative poster.  
They delegated work, made decisions on each other’s strengths, and where they could be applied. They had to be aware of 
time restrictions and work efficiently. 
 
Every student contributed in some way, and it was fascinating watching the team effort and ideas come into fruition.  
Each brief was a female sports person, who may have the first to achieve something or have outstanding sports 
achievements dating from Ancient 
Greece to the present day. These were 
Cynisca a charioteer, Anne Granville a 
rower, Helene de Pourtales a sailor, 
Nicola Adams a boxer, Billie Jean King a 
tennis player, Nadia Comaneci a gymnast, 
Betty Wilson a cricketer  
and Sophie Christiansen, a dressage rider. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Miss Price  
Director of Health and PE/Creative Arts   

 


