
 

 

   Granville Weekly Newsletter  
     
     Week Beginning: Monday 18th October 2021 
  

 

Message from Mrs Oliphant 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Thank you to parents and carers that attended our GCSE workshop and our Y7 parental session.  The notes for the GCSE 
workshops will be uploaded shortly to the website and to the student Showbie accounts.  We hope that this will support 
you in ensuring a strong revision programme leads to success in the forthcoming mock exams.  I attach a link to the 
schedule: Year 11 Mock Timetable , so that students can ensure they are well prepared to do their very best. 
 
A reminder to all parents/carers coming onto site on Monday for Year 8 Parents and Carers Evening that masks should be 
worn inside the building.  We request that LFTs are completed at home and we ask that you respect the social distancing 
within classrooms required to keep all members of our community safe.  If these requests are not agreeable, we remind 
you that we are offering online appointments from 4.00 p.m. until 5.45 p.m.   
 
In addition, regarding COVID and absence, when a student has tested positive, as a school, we have to record the 
absence as an illness. Please see the link to the Government guidelines for more information: Addendum: recording 
attendance in relation to coronavirus (COVID-19) during the 2021 to 2022 academic year  
 
This week, we have enjoyed our Wonderdome project and I share the report from the Science Team: 
 
To celebrate Space Week - last Wednesday, Year 8s were able to experience "Wonderdome", the mobile planetarium! 
Each group was privy to half an hour of awe and wonder as they experienced highlights of Space and our Solar system in 
high definition 360 degree views. They explored the history of the International Space Station, and saw what it would be 
like first hand to be a member of the crew. Following this a Q&A session gave the students the opportunity to ask any 
questions they had, and the lead Physicist commented on how impressed he was with our students' curiosity and 
imagination. Questions ranged from; “How big is the universe”, “What would happen if two stars collided”, and “How is a 
nebula formed”. Thank you for the voluntary contributions so far, if you would still like to contribute to this, please see 
the link on ParentPay. We plan to continue to provide enrichment activities both in and outside of the lab to support 
learning within Science for all our students, look out in the future for our next invitations to our STEM Club and other 
exciting events. Thank you - Team Science 
 

 
 
Next week, on Friday 22nd October, we will launch our first sustainability project - encouraging walking and running as a 
means of reducing our carbon footprint.  This is an issue that our Student Leadership Team are keen to support and is 
part of their legacy projects.   In the morning, Year 7, 8 and 9  will be involved in the Granville Marathon and all staff and 
students (including KS4) are encouraged to wear something green.  Students in Year 10 and 11 are invited to take part in 
the marathon after school.  Donations of £1 to be made on ParentPay and we will be engaging in the “Just One Tree” 
initiative.   I hope that all students will join us in the event and I look forward to sharing the photographs in the new 
term. Please read the link to see where our donations will be going in our commitment to addressing the issues around 
climate change. 

https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Y11_MockTimetable.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-attendance/addendum-recording-attendance-in-relation-to-coronavirus-covid-19-during-the-2021-to-2022-academic-year
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-attendance/addendum-recording-attendance-in-relation-to-coronavirus-covid-19-during-the-2021-to-2022-academic-year


 £1 plants 1 Tree. Combat Climate Change through reforestation. 
 
As always, I remind you that if you are purchasing any new uniform items over the half term, please ensure it meets the 
academy regulations.  Trousers must be full length and tailored.  Tight fitting, skinny / cropped or ankle grazers are not 
part of our uniform.  Trainers / pumps are also not part of our uniform.  Whilst these may be sold in the school sector of 
some retailers, they do not conform with our expectations/standards and should not be purchased for school.  If you are 
not sure, and would like clarification, your child’s Head of Year will be able to advise you.  Nose studs and piercings, 
other than in the ears, are not permitted within the academy.  (Students may wear one small pair of earrings, which 
must be removed for PE).  If a student brings their bike to school, they must adhere to the contract, which can be found 
here: Bike Contract. Helmets must be worn and a bike may be clamped if safety measures are not adhered to. 
 
We make no apologies for upholding our standards and ask that you support us ensuring that our policies are respected 
and adhered to at all times. 
 
We would like to invite parents and carers to become Parental Guardians of Granville. This is a unique opportunity to 
become an active voice to support our academy in our collective journey in striving for excellence within our community 
for all stakeholders. For more information and to register your interest, please click the link below: 
https://forms.gle/hXGSb5m3aNSsM37m7  

Derbyshire Community Health Services have provided some clarity with regards to the 28 day recovery period following 
contracting covid-19 and whether it is appropriate to vaccinate. Please see the guidance: COVID - 28 day Guidance.     
Please also see following our text, a new official document on guidance for parents on the vaccine: COVID-19 
vaccination – a guide for children and young people. We remind you that we are independent of this and all forms are 
submitted directly to the Immunisation Team.  

If financially, your circumstances has changes, your child may be eligible for free school meals, please see the link to form 
to see if you meet the criteria Free school meals  

Finally, an advanced reminder that there are two planned days of Inset on Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd November.  
Students return to the academy on Wednesday 3rd November 2021.    
 
Have a great weekend.  Stay safe. 
 
Regards, 
 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal  

 

 

 

Year Group Focus: 11 
 

Hello Parents and Carers, 

We have had a fantastic start to Year 11 and I am delighted to see such a wonderful group of young people through their 
final year, I know the upcoming months are busy for students but I wanted to ensure you that the Year 11 tutor team and 
every other member of staff, are fully committed to supporting each and every student in any way we can leading up to 
their final exams. 

Over the next week, students will be continuing to work hard to prepare for their second set of Mock Exams in 
November. I want to reassure everyone that these exams are about identifying the needs of each student, so we can 
support and help them reach their individual goals this year. 

I am personally looking forward to the year ahead and seeing what amazing things this Year 11 can do!  

Kindness cards are being delivered to myself fast and furiously, Year 11 students are demonstrating how committed and 
determined they are with regards to living our Granville Academy Values – Work Hard, Be Kind and Choose Wisely. 

https://www.justonetree.life/#msdynttrid=eY_8AiJrv1ru6Hi7SmSlcr0sq2LH5SZ0-2Cn8Ep18uM
https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Bike-contract-2021.pdf
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FhXGSb5m3aNSsM37m7%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1RYuLRrpfxBygWvyFJmnHsjWwAAKY-pSGG-yUAGqQ-G0vEJl3L5p01kLg&h=AT1JIgx-iVYcQ5MHX56tZI24CVm3vyEDG5S9pP4nhCJYe6r69Ws280fBjKeJpvAVWnZbS6b5EXMascTmO1sEEP0wJmXV0FTBS6PgAJ-tvoLsTconsAx7Bu0cXy6GCTwBbQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT3g13OkGqerGFZtB67W1u9YRe-4cQiJgaGOLFtL7auQvZEJNyEDbI8sgHooEs8Xomc4O6WyKSqvlYrBubOzxlqlN93ue4ohGrpMPV5sxbmzNJRP2BjDXmNDsUcBIYpTCujk0Nb8pn3C-TrOEbhm3PyoHwkQyNa2mA4oUk9ji5NM8g
https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Covid-28-day-guidance.pdf
https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Covid-28-day-guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1023484/UKHSA_12073_COVID-19_Guide_for_all_CYP_12_to_17_leaflet.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1023484/UKHSA_12073_COVID-19_Guide_for_all_CYP_12_to_17_leaflet.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1023484/UKHSA_12073_COVID-19_Guide_for_all_CYP_12_to_17_leaflet.pdf
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/link2ict


News from Year 11 Tutors: 

Mr Phelan – 11A have been performing well in their subjects across the school.  Special mentions for Daisy P in PE and 
Mason H in History.  As a form, their attendance and achievement points over the last few weeks have been recognised 
and as a group they should feel proud.  In form time, we have been reading 'The Life of Pi' by Yann Martel.  Students 
have really engaged with the early stages of the novel and have asked searching questions about the religious aspects of 
the novel so far.  We see Pi discover Christianity and Islam, different from his traditional Hindu faith, however he 
becomes a 'follower' of all three. We have discussed how this strength of faith will help Pi further on through his story. 

Many students have been working hard on their Post-16 options and it has been great to have mature and open 
discussions about their futures, some have already had success and feedback from applications. 

Keep up the good work" 

Mrs Pritchard - I am delighted with 11B's attitude this term. They have embraced the revision opportunities provided by 
Period 6 lessons and have started to take great interest in Post-16 options. It has also been a joy to read the highly-
acclaimed novel, 'Life of Pi', aloud with my form, and I hope this has inspired the students to continue reading for 
pleasure alongside their studies. A special mention goes to Harry, our Head Boy, who has been a great ambassador and 
role model to the other students at this very important time of the school year. 

 Miss Isaac – 11C  have had a great start to the year - as a form, we have so far celebrated winning highest achievement 
points, an award we have every intention of winning a few more times before the year is up! 

Harvey T and Lauren W are leading the form with the highest number of individual achievement points, and Eve K is 
leading the way with achievement points for our value of "being kind". 

The form have settled well into our final year at Granville, with the majority of the form attending Period 6s and 
appreciating the benefits and value of this additional time. We have enjoyed reading the ‘Life of Pi' together and have 
lots of interesting conversations surrounding current affairs in our "in the news" Thursday sessions. 

Mr Goddard - 11D have made a great start to Year 11. Within the form, there are now so many positive role models for 
lower school. It was useful to work through revision techniques that hopefully, are being used in effective preparation for 
the up and coming Mock exams. We have also made a good start of the book ‘ Life of Pi’ which form members actively 
look forward to reading each morning. 

 Mrs Warren - 11E have made a fantastic start to their final year at secondary school! They have started the year with a 
really positive attitude to the year ahead! I want to praise a few students whose teachers have spoken to me directly! 
Scott H is doing excellent within his maths lessons! Keira B was outstanding, completing her Head Girl role during Open 
Evening! George C has been an excellent Reading Leader for our form! I’m proud of all 11E, but these students have 
particularly stood out during the first half term! Bring on the Mock exams! 

Mr Edwards - 11F have settled in well to the new form room and Year 11 itself. It is good to be back to having some 
familiarity and being taught in the specialist rooms. During form time, we are following the Tutor Reading Aloud 
program. The ‘Life of Pi' is the chosen book for Year 11 and is proving to be an interesting read. The “In The News” 
feature that we cover on Thursdays has caused some lively debate with students confidently expressing their opinions. 
Long may it continue. 



 

Well done to the Year 11 students who received a £10 voucher for earning high amounts of achievement points. 

Year 11 Football Team - I had the privilege of watching our Year 11 boys Football Team play against Paulet after school 
yesterday, and what an event it turned out to be! 

All the players played fantastic, the Granville Team showed true family spirit, with shouts of encouragement from the 
side-lines. During the whole game the Granville Team held their own with stamina, determination and a drive to win. 

Sadly we lost to penalties. 

The team is despondent today, however, my opinion is they wholeheartedly embraced the Granville Academy ethos, 
values and more. 

Mrs L Brown 

Head of Year 11 

 

 

Careers Fair/Post 16 options evening - Thursday 21st October 
 

 

 

Hello 
 
We are one week away from our Careers Fair/Post 16 Options Evening on Thursday 21st October. We really hope the 
event inspires our students and raises their aspirations in regards to their future careers. 
 
As stated in the last newsletter, Year 9 and 10 will attend during the school day, and from 4.00 p.m. until 6.30 p.m. Year 
11 will attend the evening  from 4 .00 p.m. until 6.30 p.m. with their parents/carers.   
I sent out a Google form out to all Year 11 parents/carers earlier this week, many thanks to the parents and carers who 
have responded so far, it will be great to see you all.  If you have not yet completed the form, please do so to help us 
with our planning.   
 
On arrival at the event, please join us in the Main Hall for a short welcome presentation before the event in the Sports 
Hall, (talks are at 4.00 p.m. and 5.00 p.m.), please attend the time slot you booked on the form).  
 
We politely remind parents/carers that there is limited parking on site, so where possible, please walk or use public 
transport. For those that have stated they need a space reserved close to the event, please email me to let me know 
your name, so arrangements can be made.   
 
We hope the students and those of you attending enjoy the event.  



 
Many thanks 
 
Chris Lambeth - Careers Lead 
clambeth.granville@deferrerstrust.com  
 

 

 

 

 

Subject Focus:  Creative Arts  
 

Music  

 

We have continued this term enjoying being in the Music Room and having normal lessons, making music.  

Instrumental teachers have now started to return to teaching, currently we have the Brass (Trumpet/Cornet, Horn, 

Trombone and Tuba) Teacher, Flute and Clarinet Teacher and a Singing Teacher, all, who currently, have spaces. If you 

are, or your child is interested in having lessons, please get in touch with me via the school Reception or via email: 

djackson.granville@deferrerstrust.com to discuss in more detail.  

 

After half term, we will be starting a new singing group, which will rehearse on a Thursday lunchtime for Year 7 and 8. 

Anyone is welcome to join, more the merrier! We will also be starting to return to have a school wind band, which will 

also rehearse on a Thursday, but afterschool from 2:45 p.m. until 3:30 p.m. I hope that everyone who plays an 

instrument will join in.  

 

Year 7 students are currently working on rhythms, learning about notation and note lengths, performing a variety of 

rhythms by reading music.  

 

Year 8 students are studying Music from the ‘Royal Fireworks’, written by Handel, this piece was originally written in 

1749 to celebrate the signing of the Treaty of Aix en Chapelle, which brought an end to the War of Austrian Succession. 

The composer George Frideric Handel was commissioned to write the music by King George II. Please ask your child 

about the first performance with fireworks. Currently, we are practicing for a performance of  the minuet, using both 

hands together and reading both treble and bass clef notation. After half term, they will be starting to write and perform 

their own minuet. 

 

Year 9 students are also developing their keyboard skills, playing both hands together, reading notes of the Treble and 
Bass clef together. They are preparing for a performance of a piece called ‘Concerto for Lute’ written by Antonio Vivaldi. 
Like the Minuet, Vivaldi and the Concerto are from the Baroque Period of Music, one of his most famous works is a 
piece called ‘The Four Seasons’ - a concerto for Violin and Orchestra.   
 

Art  
 
Year 7 are  learning about the six formal or visual elements in art - colour, tone, texture, pattern, shape and line through 
different applications 
 

 
 
 

mailto:djackson.granville@deferrerstrust.com


Year 8 are currently working on an Aboriginal project and catching up with some printing skills they were not able to do 
during Year 7  
 

 
Ashton J, Lily C, Alesha D, and Leon T 

 
Year 9 are working on colour blending skills they are doing a “Childhood Memories” project using the technique of 
stencilling graffiti style 
 

 
Olivia D-O, and  Ellie R 

 
Year 10 are experimenting with different media’s and techniques and drawing skills 

 

 
A selection of work from Amelie C, Amber L and Millie B  

 

Mr Jackson  and Miss Shearer 
Creative Arts  

 


