
 

 

   Granville Weekly Newsletter  
     
     Week Beginning: Monday 1st November 2021 
                      
        
       INSET Days -  Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd November 2021 

 

Message from Mrs Oliphant 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Thank you for all your support over the half term.  It has been fantastic and I am really proud of how hard our students 
continue to work, the standards they uphold in terms of uniform and their conduct, the respect they show to each other 
and staff and resilience that they continue to display in their commitment to being the best that they can be.  It is 
wonderful and I look forward to our next half term.   
 
Thank you to all Year 8 parents/carers, who took part in our hybrid Parent and Carer Evening.  It was a joy to meet some 
of you for the first time and I want to thank you for your very positive feedback in our questionnaire.   
Overwhelmingly: 
 

● 98% report that their child feels safe in school 
● 96% reported that my child does well at this school (2% did not know) 
● 97% reported my child is happy at this school and  
● 97% would recommend the school to another parent. 

 
As always, I strive for 100%, so I would ask that you continue to keep the lines of communication open.  I will share the 
full survey, once we have completed all year groups. 
 
So, as we think about next term… anyone for Darts, Chess, WarHammer, Brass band, Master Chef to name just a few 
exciting things that we will be offering on our NEW - BIG and BOLD Extra Curricular Enrichment programme.  We have 14 
new activities starting from Monday 8th November that are additional to the PE / Sport offer and Period 6 and 
Homework sessions that will continue to take place.  Please ensure you take a look and encourage participation, where 
possible.  Hopefully, there is something for everyone and we hope to see your child there.  Please follow the link to see 
the full programme:  Extra Curricular timetable . All activities start at 3.00 p.m. and finish at 3.45 p.m. unless stated 
differently on the programme. 
 
Well done to all our students who joined me in for Hot Chocolate in Year 7 and Year 8 and for the Chip Butty in Year 9, 10 
and 11.  These students achieved the highest amount of achievement points over the last two weeks in their year group.  
Fantastic work - well done!   
 

 
 
 
A reminder that we have two INSET days on Monday 1st November and Tuesday 2nd November.  Students return to the 
Academy on Wednesday 3rd November- business as usual, right from the start! 
 
Thank you to all Year 11 parents and carers that attended our Careers Fair last night.  During the next few weeks, it is 
essential that all Year 11 commit to a strong revision programme.  Our mock exams commence on Monday 8th 
November.  A full programme can be viewed by following the link:  Year 11 Mock Timetable  

https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Enrichment_Extra-Curricular-timetable.pdf
https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Y11_MockTimetable.pdf


 
Please note, I have been advised there will be road works directly outside our school which will affect traffic flow from 
the 1st November 2021.  Please ensure you leave enough time to arrive punctually on site. 
 
Finally, thank you to all who participated in our first sustainability day. It was great to see our staff and students taking 
part in the Granville Mile and wearing green in support of our reforestation commitment.  At the time of writing, we 
have raised enough to plant 274 trees.  Well done, everyone!   The Senior Leadership Team will be taking this launch 
forward looking to join the national campaign, where we all are encouraged to make pledges of personal commitments 
to reduce our carbon emissions within our academy and wider lifestyle. 
 

 

 
 
 
Have a great half term.  Stay safe. 
 
Regards, 
 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal  

 

 

 

Year Group Focus: 7 
 

Hello Parents and Carers, 

First of all, I would like to thank all of our Year 7 parents and carers!  It has been a roller coaster during this first half term 
with a massive adjustment for everyone involved! It has been incredible to watch the year group as a whole settle into 
their new surroundings, make friends and see their personalities come out.  

I have been incredibly impressed with how everyone has learnt their way round the school, all the room names and all 
the members of staff, who they meet during their school week!  

We have had fabulous attendance from the whole year group, but currently 7A and 7C have the best, so let the 
competition commence for next half term!  

The iPad roll out has been very successful, and almost all students are now with their iPad and are using them to 
complete work in lessons and homework. If you have any questions about the technologies we use in school, please do 
contact me.  



If you do have any concerns, please contact me at jwhite.granville@deferrerstrust.com   

I hope you have a wonderful half term and I'm looking forward to welcoming everyone back on Wednesday 3rd of 
November.  

Miss White  

Head of Year 7 

 

 

 

Subject Focus:  Design Technology  
 
 

It has been a very busy start to the year… but in a good way!  
 
What a relief it is to finally be back in our specialist rooms. Design Technology thrives on giving students the immersive 
practical experience and that is what we have endeavoured to provide. 
 
This year has also seen us welcome new members of staff to the team, Miss Akers and Miss Robinson. Both have 
thoroughly enjoyed the start to the term and are thrilled with the work that our students are producing. 
 
Year 7, 8 and 9 students are working on a rotation, where they will complete six units over the year, looking at all 
aspects of Technology. 
 
Food Technology 
The big change this year is that we are now finally able to use our brand new Food Technology room. We are also 
running a GCSE course in Food and Nutrition and preparation for the first time in a number of years. 
 

 
 
Year 7 
Throughout Year 7, students have been focusing on each section of the Eatwell Guide, and how they can incorporate 
this knowledge when planning healthy meals ourselves. Students have been looking at dairy, carbohydrates, protein and 
fruit and vegetables. Alongside this, Year 7’s have been practising their knife skills, frying and baking in this project.  
 
Year 8 
In Year 8, students have been diving into the nutrients that our body needs, such as carbohydrates, protein and fats, to 
stay strong and healthy. We have exposed the myth in which fats are bad for us into the knowledge of fats helping to 
protect our vital organs. With this, Year 8 have been using this knowledge to create dishes that are high in protein or 
fats and applying their practical skills when frying, whisking and baking.  
 

 
 

mailto:jwhite.granville@deferrerstrust.com


Year 9 
During Year 9, food project students have been expanding our knowledge of protein and carbohydrates, specifically 
looking at how carbohydrates are classified and why we need them. This has resulted in some brilliant practicals, such as 
sausage rolls and Tortillas. Students have also gained an insight to GCSE Food by engaging in theory around the chemical 
processes when making sauces. Year 9 have showcased their practical skills in pastry making and pie making.  
 
Year 10 
This half term, Year 10 have been introduced to Macro and Micronutrients and why they are vital for our health.  Year 
10s have taken this in their stride and are starting to understand the science and theory behind food and that there is 
much more to food and nutrition, other than baking. So far, we have focused on Fats and Carbohydrates, Proteins and 
Vitamins and Minerals. Year 10 joined us on the Opening Evening to showcase and demonstrate the skills and 
knowledge that they had learnt so far, and represented the subject with pride. Year 10 have taken home many 
successful dishes, such as brownies and chilli, which have allowed them to put their knowledge into practise. 
 
Textiles 
 

 
 
This autumn term, Year 7 textiles students have designed and produced gadget holders. These handy little items will 
hold most tablets and phones! 
 
The students explored fabric construction and surface decoration, applying stencil graphic designs using chromatic dyes 
whilst incorporating hand and machine embellishments to personalise their own designs. 
 
Resistant Materials 
 
Year 7 and 8 are familiarising themselves with the Design Room environment. This has involved looking at health and 
safety, using tools and equipment correctly and safely, and looking at the origins of the materials that they are using. 
The ‘Flexi Fish’ project has produced some really pleasing results. It required the students to measure and cut 
accurately, then shape their material to their specified design. 
 

 
 
 
Year 9 have been looking at the sustainability of the materials that they use and producing a mood light. The final 
outcome has been of a really high quality. A jointed frame, in which to house the electronic circuit, which illuminates the 
laser cut design.  
 

 
 



The aim of the Graphics Unit in Year 9 is to produce a pop-up book targeted at a specific user. The theme of the books 
was based on Aesop’s Fabel, which the students researched and then designed their pop-up book pages around. There 
have been some excellent outcomes with beautiful illustrations combined with card mechanisms. 
 

 
 
 
 
Year 10 GCSE Design Technology 
 
Year 10 (like Year 7, 8 and 9) have been refamiliarising themselves with the Design rooms, using the equipment with 
accuracy, and safely. As a reintroduction, students have made Passive Amp Phone stands, and throughout the year, they 
will complete a series of practical tasks that use a variety of materials and processes. Students have also been studying 
the theory content of the subject. This term, they have looked at Timbers and Manufactured Boards, and they have just 
started on New and Emerging Technologies. 
 

 
 
Year 11 students are currently working on their NEA, which accounts for 50% of the final grade in GCSE Design 
Technology. Currently they are developing design ideas based on their chosen theme through a variety of drawing 
techniques and CAD/CAM modelling.  Year 11 are also preparing for their November Mock Examinations, developing 
their exam techniques and responses. A revision grid and other resources are available in the Showbie Class. 
 

Now the practical sessions are up and running, I would be most grateful if you could extend your support 
to the faculty by contributing via ParentPay to the Design Technology Faculty. We request that a £5 
contribution is made to cover the costs of materials and consumables that students use throughout the 
year. 

 

If over the half term, you wish to brush up on your DT skills, check out Mr Edwards’ YouTube 
Channel, where you will find graphical drawing demonstrations and other technical and 
creative skills. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdiLB70tItZoUXMjR4BVl7A 

“Remember to like and subscribe” 

 

Mr Edwards  
Director of Design Technology   

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdiLB70tItZoUXMjR4BVl7A
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdiLB70tItZoUXMjR4BVl7A

