
 

 

   Granville Weekly Newsletter  
     
     Week Beginning: Monday 20th September 2021 
  

 

Message from Mrs Oliphant 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Thank you all for responding to my request to support good punctuality to the academy.  I have been at the gate every 
morning and have been very impressed. We must now work together to ensure these standards are maintained and I ask 
the few students who have fallen short of expectations this week to make sure it does not happen again.   The late 
detentions will be issued for any student arriving after 8.30 a.m. 
 
This week, I have enjoyed seeing students engaging in practical lessons that we have missed so much.  Students have 
been learning how to operate sewing machines; and in the cooking rooms, they have prepared a fruit salad or stir fry - 
learning how to use a knife, prepare and store food safely.  I was proud to walk around the academy and show our new 
Director of Secondary Education, Mrs Hardy from The de Ferrers Academy, our new facilities and showcase our 
wonderful students.  It has been a while since we have had any visitors on site and Mrs Hardy commented positively on 
how smart our students looked, how the site had significantly changed and I was very proud that when we visited 
lessons, all students were working hard and engaging well.  There is a warmth within our academy that I cannot explain, 
but is clearly tangible and noted by all visitors.  I am so looking forward to our Open Evening, where we can open our 
doors to our community and let them see the wonderful academy that we are becoming.   
 
Please check the SIMS app regularly and update any changes.  This should be done by all parties who have parental 
responsibility to ensure you receive reports and key information.  If there are any issues here, please contact your child’s 
Head of Year.  It is important to us in getting our communication right that we have these details. 
 
All students in Years 8-11 should now have their iPads.  These must be fully charged and brought to the academy daily.  
Parents/carers, in support of our reading strategy, I encourage you to look at the SORA app that provides your child with 
a digital library.  It really is superb and regular reading can really accelerate progress improving vocabulary, inference, 
sequencing alongside a child’s ability to articulate their feelings and connect with their peers and others.  We place value 
on the importance of reading and hope students are enjoying the extracts on the doors and the opportunity to read 
privately and collectively within the academy. 
 
Could I please remind parents and carers who collect their child after school to not park on the private road, Field View, 
adjacent to the academy.  We have been informed that the private road is an unadopted road, therefore, it should not 
be used by anyone other than residents and without visiting an address or being a resident then this could actually be a 
case of civil trespass.  
 
Due to misinformation on social media, we would like to update you with the following 
facts: As part of our facilities improvement projects, Granville Academy has benefited 
from a new CCTV system.  This includes CCTV coverage of the washbasins in our toilets.  
I would like to reassure parents and carers that these cameras cannot be moved to view 
any area inside cubicles that would compromise the privacy of our students.  I have 
attached an image, which illustrates this. The purpose of having CCTV in all areas of the 
Academy is to support us in keeping our students safe.  The presence of cameras help 
to prevent internal truancy, vandalism and removes the existence of areas where 
bullying would not be observed.  This is a secure system, with a small number of leaders 
in our school having access.  I make a serious request that before posting on social media, you contact the school for 
the facts and you raise concerns directly with me as the Principal if you are not happy with the response, before 
causing undue distress and concern to our parents, carers and the wider community. 
 
Finally, please ensure you look at the current extra -curricular timetable offered to all students which will continually be 
updated with new activities.  I encourage all students to get involved and watch this space for an opportunity to audition 
for our new drama production that will be taking place later in the year! 



 
Have a great weekend. 
 
Regards, 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal  

 

 

 

 

Year Focus: 7   
 
I am delighted to have started my new role at Granville Academy as Head of Year 7. I started last 
December as an Academic Mentor and I am thrilled to have the opportunity to guide our new Year 
7s throughout their time at Granville.  
 
The past two weeks have been an incredible learning curve for both our new students and myself.  
I hope I can continue to learn as much from them as they are learning from their teachers and this 
new adventure they are just starting.  
 
It is truly an honour to go on this journey with them through their secondary school career and 
watch them grow into the fantastic adults they are destined to become. I hope that with your 
support, I can provide the best support for all the students in the academy to ensure they achieve their full potential 
while they are with us.  

 
 
Miss White   
Head of Year 7   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Subject Focus: Maths   
 

 

On behalf of the Maths team, I would like to say a huge welcome back to our students and what a fantastic start to the 
year they have made! Years 8, 9, 10 and 11 have settled back into our classroom routines quickly and our new Year 7s 
have swiftly picked up our classroom expectations. 
 

My year 11X/MA1 have kicked off their year with direct and inverse proportion problems. 
We are trialling a new book system, where we leave half of the page free, so that the students can use the space to 
make their own revision notes or extend their independent practice. 
 

 

   
 

Mr. Scott’s Year 11s have been working hard on performing and describing Transformations. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 



Our Year 10 students are all completing a lesson a week that focuses upon closing gaps in their knowledge. They have 
already looked at percentage increase and decrease and percentage change problems and will go on to look at standard 
form, bounds and estimation. 
 

 

 
 

 

Year 8 and 9 are concentrating on their number skills. 
9X/MA2 have been writing a number as the product of its prime factors with an emphasis on understanding the 
mathematical language as they are encouraged to ‘talk like a mathematician’.  
 

 
 

Miss Hewart’s Year 8 class have been enjoying using their iPads in their maths lessons and also their mini wipe boards 
that form part of their ready to learn packs. 
 

 
 



 
 

Homework this year will continue to be set on Hegartymaths. Due to our students living our school ethos of ‘working 
hard and choosing wisely’ last year, we were delighted to be awarded a ‘Hegartymaths Super School’. This was a 
massive achievement for the school in a short period of time and I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all 
for supporting your children in their Maths studies. Our homework routines will continue this year: KS3 students will 
receive two Hegartymaths tasks and either a Memory or Knowledge Organiser task a week; our KS4 students will receive 
three Hegartymaths tasks and either a Memory or Knowledge Organiser task a week. And we’re wasting no time getting 
back into the swing of things!  
 
All year groups have now been set their first maths homework of the year and have been given an orange extended 
practice book to complete their homework in. You can find a copy of the Hegartymaths student checklist on the 
academy website for your reference and this has also been uploaded to the students iPads. 
 

Finally, I would like to just remind everyone that all of our students will require the use of a scientific calculator. We 
recommend the Casio FX-83GTX and these are available to buy through ParentPay. If your child is in Year 9, 10 or 11 this 
is an essential part of their equipment to prepare them for their GCSE exams. 
 

Thanks again for a great start to this academic year, 

 

Mrs Freeman 
Director of learning for Mathematics 
 

 

 

 

 


