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     Week Beginning: Monday 22nd November 2021 
                 

 

Message from Mrs Oliphant 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Congratulations to all our Year 11 students for demonstrating real stamina in the recent exams.  These are now all 
completed and we are keen to explore how well you performed, to identify the strengths and to address the gaps, so 
that we continue to build and secure good outcomes.  Our new programme of Period 6 sessions begins again in January.  
It is essential that all students attend, as these sessions will focus on these identified areas and will really be of benefit to 
maximise progress. 
 
This week, we have had a full programme committed to promoting Anti-Bullying within our academy and in life.  Thank 
you to all the students, who made pledges of kindness and to those who sent postcards with a be kind message to 
members of staff.  I am sure that they brought great pleasure and made our staff smile.  Well done also to everyone who 
came to school in either odd socks, trainers or both.  We have raised, to date, £375.00, which will go towards our 
nominated Brain Tumour Charity.  More information can be viewed below in Mr Tempest’s report, who has led on this 
fantastic week. 
 
Well done to the students pictured below, who won the prize draws for securing 10 or more Achievement Points. Work 
hard is one of our key values and it is great to see our students being rewarded for their efforts and results. 
 

 

 
 
Finally, please note that the academy is closed to all staff and students on Friday 26th November.  As you will see on our 
calendar, this is in respect of the additional bank holiday.  Normal timetables resume on Monday 29th November 2021. 
 
 
Have a great weekend.    
 
Regards, 
 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Year group Focus: Year 9 
 

I can’t believe that we are already in November and heading towards the end of term 1 in Year 9! The year is quickly 

progressing and it is fantastic to see Year 9 invested and focussed in their studies. I am incredibly proud to lead the year 

group each day and it's great to be on the journey with the students and seeing their achievements on a daily basis. 

We had a successful first half term and although the term was disrupted by absence due to COVID, this has certainly not 

prevented students from being determined and committed.  I would like to pass on a massive well done to 9E tutor 

group, who won the Attendance Trophy before half term for their excellent attendance of 93.9%. 

Uniforms continue to be excellent within the year group, however, please can I remind parents/carers of a couple of key 

areas that have been raised recently. There have been a few students with false nails in school recently, these are not 

allowed and students will be asked to remove them.  Can I also continue to ask for your support regarding school 

trousers. Trousers should not be tight fitting and need to be below the ankle. Black socks should also be worn.  If there 

are any concerns regarding uniform, please contact me to discuss further. 

All students are to check that they are able to access their SIMs student App. This is an important app that allows 

students to keep up to date with homework, but also allows students to see a copy of their timetable. If students are 

struggling to access, please complete the form that Mr Friswell sent on Showbie. 

This week has been Anti-Bullying Week, and it has been great to see the year group getting involved and supporting the 

week. I would like to pass on thanks to our Year 9 Anti-Bullying Mentors, who have been supporting the week during 

assemblies and supporting with delivering Kindness Cards around the school. Thank you to Leah, Lottie, Robbie, Marcus, 

Kiya, Jordan, Maria, Katie and Tayla. 

My challenge to the year group this week, and moving forward is…what small act of kindness can you do for a friend, 

family member, relative or staff member this week/every week? One small act of kindness can have a large impact on an 

individual. Students have been informed that if each person joins in with this initiative, we can create a community, 

where everyone feels happy and included. Year 9, I am confident you are up to this task! 

Year 9 is an extremely important year for the students, as we build towards choosing GCSE Options later this academic 

year. It is fantastic to see that Year 9 students are up to the challenge of maintaining the high standard that was 

achieved during Year 8. I look forward to seeing this continue, as we lead up towards Christmas. Year 9, keep up the 

excellent work and on behalf of the Year 9 Team, well done for all your effort to date! 

 

 
 
Mr Tempest  
Head of Year 9  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Subject Focus: English  
 

Year 7 students have been continuing their exploration of heroes and villains and exploring characteristics of some of 

Shakespeare’s villains, including Lady Macbeth and King Richard III. This module will take students on a trip through 

time, encouraging them to consider how both Aristotle and Shakespeare have shaped the modern villains, including 

Bellatrix Lestrange in Harry Potter and The Red Queen in Alice In Wonderland, alongside those we see in today’s society. 

Miss Deakin’s class have been exploring non-typical villains and comparing their traits to the hero of the novel. This led 

to some wonderful analytical paragraphs.  

 

How is Dudley presented as an unlikeable character? Bobbie-Grace 

 Year 8 students are continuing with their study of the key features of the gothic genre. As they come to the end of the 

unit, students have been provided with opportunities to develop their writing skills through a range of tasks responding 

to the extracts studied. Students are taught to consider the text type, audience and purpose of the texts they are 

studying alongside their own written responses. Classes have been comparing the characters in extracts from the 19th 

century, including Dracula to those from more contemporary texts, including Twilight. Miss Wallace was particularly 

pleased with the written responses from 8X2 when they considered modern representation of vampires. There were 

some great examples of excellence, which were shared with the class through their Whole Class Feedback.  

 

 
Feedback on written task and examples of excellence- Emily and Leo 

  
Year 9 students have started their second unit, in which they are studying the play Blood Brothers.  In this unit, students 
will study the play in its entirety and analyse the use of character, plot, stagecraft and stage directions. Over the last week, 
students have been writing in role, constructing a letter from the perspective of the character Mrs Johnstone. Miss 
McIlhone was really pleased with the quality of writing produced in her 8Y1 class. Over the coming weeks, students will 
apply the social context of the play, considering ideas relating to education and inequality.  
 



 
Letter from Mrs Johnstone- Elise. 

Year 10 students are spending half-term two reading and studying An Inspector Calls. This unit prepares students for the 

English Literature paper 2 examination. To begin with, students spent time developing their understanding of the 

context surrounding the play. The English department were pleased to see students had a good understanding of 

historic events occurring between 1912, when the play was set, and 1945, when the play was first performed. Over the 

last few weeks, the focus has been on Act 1- the interrogation of Mr Birling and Sheila.  Mrs Pritchard has been really 

impressed with the quality of critical analysis in 10Y1, and her class will be focusing on academic expression over the 

next few weeks. By the end of the unit, students should be able to analyse characters, themes and relevant contextual 

influences.   

 
How does Priestley present Mr Birling? Written response- Sean  

 

Our Year 11 students have been working really hard in preparation for their mock exams. The English department have 

been really impressed with the commitment students have demonstrated by attending the Period 6 sessions over the 

last six weeks. In-between preparing for their mocks, students have been continuing with their study of their GCSE 

Literature text, Macbeth. Students have enjoyed tracking the changes in the relationships between characters, 

particularly focusing on the relationship between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth. They have been shaping their own ideas 

about character flaws, influences and fate as they read and analyse each scene in the play. Opportunities to answer 

GCSE style questions are weaved into the learning, and Mrs Brown’s classes have been working successfully on including 

sophisticated vocabulary and analytical language to upgrade their own responses.  



 
Connecting context after feedback- Mia 

 
This half term has seen the launch of our Peer to Peer Reading programme afterschool on a Thursday. Mr Asif is really 
pleased with the commitment shown by both Year 8 and Year 10 students as they collaboratively read The Bone Sparrow 
by Zana Fraillon.   
 

 

 
 

 
 
Mrs Brown  
Director of Learning for English  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anti-Bullying Week- One Kind Word 

We have been supporting the national Anti-Bullying Week initiative, and raising awareness of bullying and how this can 
be prevented by working together as a school community. The theme for Anti-Bullying Week 2021 is ‘One Kind Word’. 

All year groups have had an assembly this week, led by myself, and our Anti-Bullying Mentors, discussing the aims for 
the week, explaining what bullying is, and how we can spread kindness around the academy. Tutor groups have also 
been taking part in Kindness activities, across the week, to support our whole school initiative and to get students 
talking about this important topic. 

Kindness to Staff Cards:- Students this week have been encouraged to write Kindness to Staff Cards in tutor time and 
social times and post them in our Kindness Postbox located in the Main Hall. This initiative has been hugely successful 
and our Anti-Bullying Mentors have been delivering handfuls of these cards across the academy to staff each morning. 



 

Tutor group activities:- Following on from assembly, Form Tutors have been completing some discussions and activities 
in form on the topic of Kindness. The aim of the session is to get students thinking about kindness and what can be done 
in certain situations to prevent bullying and spread kindness. 

Kindness pledge:- As part of one of the sessions this week, tutor groups have been writing Kindness pledges to explain 
how students are going to spread the one kind word message around the academy. From this, we have created a Pledge 
Wall in school to raise awareness and show as a school community how we can be kind to others across the academy. 

 

 

 

Kindness achievement points and Kindness slips:- As part of our Rewards Policy at school, this week, we have been 
focussing on students achieving ‘Be Kind’ achievement points and Kindness Slips for doing simple acts of kindness for 
others. All students who have achieved 5 or more Kindness Points or Slips have been entered into a prize draw. Prize 
draw winners have been invited today for a hot chocolate or a chip butty. 

 

 

 

 



Today, as an academy, we have had our ‘Trainers and Odd Sock Day’ where we are raising awareness for Anti-Bullying 
and raising money for charity. Students have been encouraged to come into school in a pair of bright odd socks and their 
favourite trainers for a £1 donation. It has been great to see students support this across the academy today! 

 

It has been fantastic to see the academy work together this week to spread kindness to all students and staff and 
support Anti-Bullying Week! Anti-Bullying Week is an important initiative in school and we look forward to building on 
this with further Anti-Bullying initiatives that our Anti-Bullying Mentors will be running later during the academy year. 

Mr Tempest  
Head of Year 9 

 

 

 

 


