
Granville Weekly Newsletter 

     
                     Week Beginning: Monday 23rd May 2022 
            

Message from our Principal, Mrs Oliphant 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
What a fabulous start Year 11 have made to their exams.  Attendance at the breakfast sessions have been fantastic and I 
hope that students have felt calm, ready and well prepared following the masterclasses and all of the preparation, both in 
and outside of school.  Keep up the good work - the effort will all be worth it! 
 
Congratulations also to Year 10, who have this week started their mock exams.  For many, this is their first exam they have 
sat since their SATs, which now seem a long time ago.  Our Exams Officer reports that they are becoming better on each 
occasion and we hope that following Mr Gell’s assembly on exam routines, they will master the approach required.  I 
attach the exam protocols shared with students,, so that you can support your child in being successful during this period 
of time: 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
A full link to Exam Guidance can be found here: Exams - Granville Academy. 
 
We attach some communication we have received from The Derbyshire Parent Carer Voice Team - This is for families who 
have a child or young person with SEND.  The government has published a green paper (discussion document) on the 
future of the special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) and alternative provision system.  They are putting together 
a Derbyshire response with the views of parent carers of children and young people with special educational needs and or 
disabilities, evidence through our survey (link below).  Through this link, families will have the opportunity to look at all the 
information, some of which. is simplified from the 100+ page Green Paper document and complete a survey:  
Consultations | For Parents & Carers in Derbyshire. We encourage all who are eligible to take part and to read the 
summary page.   
 
Year 7 Parents and Carers, please ensure you save Monday 13th June in your diary to attend our Progress Evening.  This will 
be a hybrid model, offering both on site and virtual communication.  We look forward to meeting you again and sharing 
updates about your child’s progress. 
 
Today has been the second “Froggy Friday”. All students in Years 7-10 have had the opportunity to look at careers that they 
are interested in using the Unifrog platform on their iPads.  Please speak to your child about their research and interests.  
There are many opportunities out there in the big wide world, and hopefully, we are inspiring them to think big and setting 
the foundations for them to work hard and be successful on the path they choose.   
 
Year 10 are in the process of securing their work experience placements.  The dates for this are Monday 27th June - Friday 
1st July.  Well done to those who are ready and have their placements secured.  If your child has not received a 
confirmatory email and needs further support, please encourage them to see Mr Lambeth (Careers and Aspirations Lead).  
We hope that all Year 10 students are able to participate in this exciting week as part of the planned careers programme 
and take the opportunity to immerse themselves, to see business in action and to gain a valuable insight into a prospective 
career that is of current interest to them. 
 
Our Lunch Menu can be found here: Lunch Menu, please note, next week, we are on Week 1.   
 
Have a great weekend. 
 

Regards,   
 

Mrs Oliphant 

Principal 
 

 
 

 

 

Facility Hire  
 

All of our fantastic facilities are available for hire during the evenings, weekends and school holidays. 
For the Sports Hall, Activity Hall or our many classrooms, you can view live availability, full details, including prices, as 
well as make booking requests on our lettings website: Granville Academy venue for hire in Swadlincote - SchoolHire 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/19/exams
https://derbyshireparentforums.co.uk/consultations/
https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Granville-menu-Feb-2022.pdf?t=1644935304?ts=1649424595
https://granville.schoolhire.co.uk/


Year Group Focus: Year 9  

 

Hello once again to Year 9 Parents / Carers, 

At the start of the term, I informed the year group that they are now over half way through their schooling at Granville. 

The rest of this term, and the next two years are vital and the students have been spoken to about the importance of focus 

and commitment to their studies between now and the end of Year 11. 

The start of term began with our Spring Achievement Assembly, where I had the absolute pleasure of rewarding a vast 

majority of the year group with certificates, prizes and chocolate treats for their excellent effort and achievements from 

January to Easter. Within the assembly, I was pleased to award 150 Subject Nominations, 175 Achievement Points prizes, 

29 100% Attendance Certificates and prizes, Word Mania prizes, Form Star awards and a Head of Year award. There is such 

fantastic work taking place across the year group, and I look forward to building up towards our final Rewards Assembly of 

the year, before the summer holidays. 

Following on from Miss Wallace’s update in the Bulletin last week, I would like to congratulate the 12 Year 9 students, who 

have just received their results from the Scholar’s programme and attended Warwick University last week for their 

Graduation Ceremony. It was an absolute pleasure to attend the Graduation Ceremony with you and celebrate these 

excellent achievements. I also look forward to seeing how our summer Scholars in Year 9 get on with their studies in the 

coming weeks! Good luck to all involved in this. 

Attendance has been an improving picture over recent weeks. As a year group, we still have some way to go to reach our 

target, but I am pleased to see the recent friendly competition between tutor groups to achieve the best attendance! As a 

reminder to students, please ensure you are in school as much as possible, as every day matters. It is important that we 

maintain high attendance, as we begin our journey into GCSEs in a few months’ time. 

As the warm weather arrives (and hopefully stays), please can I continue to remind you about expectations for uniform. 

Students still need their blazers every day, no trainers should be worn and no white socks.  If you have any concerns 

regarding uniform, please get in touch with me to discuss further. 

As mentioned, we are halfway on our Granville Academy journey, as a year group, and I am excited to see what this year 

group achieves next. We have a big two years ahead… Year 9, I know you are up for the challenge that lies ahead. I look 

forward to a final update prior to the summer holidays. 

In the meantime, if you need to contact me to discuss anything further, please contact me via 

atempest.granville@deferrerstrust.com  

 

Mr Tempest  
Head of Year 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:atempest.granville@deferrerstrust.com


Subject Focus: World Studies     
 

In the run up to the exam period one of the most popular questions from students is, ‘what is the best way to revise?’.  
Some students have even spent vast amounts of time chopping and changing revision techniques or researching revision 
ideas. With that in mind, I spoke to some of the students about a famous, now debunked, story about the ‘Space race’ 
during the Cold War.  

The USA and Soviet Union were in a race to be the first country into space. The Soviets won this race when Yuri Gagarin 
became the first man to successfully achieve this feat. This was shortly followed by the Americans. Astronauts started to 
report back on their findings during each mission, one was that they had problems making notes, as their pens would not 
write at zero gravity. The story goes that the Americans then proceeded to spend millions of tax-payers dollars on research 
and development trying to create a pen that would successfully write in space. The Soviets, they used a pencil! 

Although over recent years, this story has been denied and discredited, I talk to the students about the theme, sometimes 
the best option is the most obvious. For students, we often say, don’t over complicate, the simple solution is often the 
best solution, work hard, revise, practice.   

With that focus,  the Bulletin this month is focused around areas, where students have shown examples of working hard 
and showing excellent attitude to their studies. 

Quiz questions – 

1.    The first satellite launched into space by the Soviet Union was called? 

2.    The first man on the moon was? 

3.    Identify this man.  - (hint - -relevant to pens) 

4.    What was the name of the first American mission to land on the moon? 

Answers at the end… 

 

We start with the RE department. 

Year 7 are currently studying ‘Living a Christian life’. They are learning about how Christians are encouraged to follow the 
teachings of the Bible and how it is reflected in their everyday life.  Key beliefs, such as the idea of the Holy Trinity, the role 
of The Church in the community and the various denominations. 

Year 8 had been studying inspirational people, they had looked at the role of Suffragettes in attaining votes for women in 
the early 20th century. They have since moved on to features of Sikhism. The role of Guru Nanak in Sikh society and how 
respect and equality are key features of Sikh teachings. Students have been fascinated by the role of the Gurdwara in 
bringing together the Sikh community in a variety of social ways, from praying together, eating together and learning 
together.  Students have shown how they can revise successfully and pull together their ideas in a formative and well 
thought out manner – Well done to Chloe and Lily for their work on Guru Nanak. 



              

 

MFL department  

For Year 11 they have been preparing resolutely for their upcoming exams. They have focused on the key areas around 
listening and reading for the next of their French exams.  Students have been preparing rigorously by listening to various 
French recordings, podcasts, radio stations etc. They have taken on board the need to immerse themselves in as much 
French as possible, there are no shortcuts, just hard work and practice.   

    



Some really good examples of students talking about their activities from the weekend. They have then gone on to 
improve their work, based on the feedback they have been given. Shows really good signs of developing their written skills 
through practice and development. 

Year 8 Spanish have been learning to talk about where they live and their surroundings. Some really impressive written 
work with a wide range of vocab to describe their habitat. 

 

Geography  

Geography students have been looking at the challenges facing education in Africa.  Some of the students have really 
embraced the need to research and learn about the problems facing children, who wish to attend schools in some of the 
poorer parts of the African continent. They have expressed their appreciation for the guidance and support they receive at 
school in the UK.  

 

They have also been looking at how differing countries are able to react to various issues, such as Chile and tectonic issues. 
They have been able to research the divide between the rich and poor countries, lower and higher economically 
developed countries, and how the wealth of a nation impacts their responses to such crisis. Addressing the difference in 
response to earthquakes between Chile and Nepal for example, has highlighted the stark contrast in the ability to provide 
aid and care, as a result of their countries financial well-being. 

 



History  

When we talk about working hard and achieving your goals, there are no better 
examples than that of Elizabeth Garrett Anderson. Year 10 students have recently 
studied the role of Elizabeth Garrett Anderson and her impact on 19th century 
medicine.  As the sister of Millicent Fawcett, known for her protests for female 
suffrage, Elizabeth comes from a family, which believed in determination and 
perseverance. Her ability to face adversity and prejudiced attitudes, helped to become 
the first female GP, and first female mayor in England, amongst many other firsts.  
When told she would not be allowed to train as a doctor in England, she learnt French 
and received her Medical degree from the renowned Sorbonne University in Paris.  A 
superb example of what can be achieved through passion and hard work, she has 
proven to be an inspirational figure for some of the students. 

 

Year 9 students have begun to look at some of the key turning points of WW2. They have started by looking at the early 
successes of the Nazi’s and moved onto the evacuation of French and British soldiers at Dunkirk. 

They have interpreted source material to assess how the evacuation at Dunkirk was portrayed in England and its impact on 
the outcome of the war, ‘Triumph or disaster’?                            

Students were asked to assess how this painting named ‘Bloody Marvellous’ portrays the events of May and June 1940 

We look forward to the student responses and their judgements about some of the moments of WW2. 

As a final note, we want to wish all the Year 11 students the best of luck for their GCSE exams, which they are currently 
undertaking.  As teaching staff, we are extremely proud of their hard work and commitment over the last few years and 
are confident they will be rewarded with fantastic results. 

…And for those of you who have attempted the quiz ….. 

Quiz questions 

1.     The first satellite launched into space by the Soviet Union was called? Sputnik 

2.    The first man on the moon was? Neil Armstrong 

3.    Identify this man.   - (hint - -relevant to pens) Laszlo Biro inventor of the Biro pen 

4.    What was the name of the first American mission to land on the moon? Apollo 11 

Kind regards 

Mr Phelan  
Director of Learning for World Studies    



 


