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Message from Mrs Oliphant 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Apologies that we had to cancel our Year 8 Drop Down Day yesterday.  We felt it important to ensure that the quality of 
other year groups' education was not adversely affected, so have postponed this until later in the term. It will definitely 
still happen as we intend to cover some pertinent themes, relevant as always, to our local context.   
 
You should all be aware following my text that masks are no longer required within the classrooms.  Those that wish to 
wear them out of personal choice, may continue to do so for the time being.  Currently, they are still required when on 
the move and transitioning the building, so please ensure that masks are still brought into the academy.  Please 
remember, we are still asking students to test twice a week.  Your continued support on this is appreciated.   
 
Please see below further information regarding the launch via Fortnum & Mason, a Competition fit for a Queen.  This 
competition is open to all students.  As it is the Queen's Platinum Jubilee, Fortnum & Mason are asking the nation to 
design and create a celebratory pudding fit for the Queen. See link for more details: 
https://www.fortnumandmason.com/platinum-pudding. The deadline for this is Friday 4th February and has been 
launched via Form Time with all of our students. We would love a student at Granville Academy to have the winning 
creation, so please encourage your child to take part.  If you require any sampling or testing, I am happy to oblige - but 
in all seriousness, I would love to see some photographs of our entries, and we will be awarding internal prizes to 
celebrate this event. Please email photographs of your child’s completed design, with your recipe to: 
mtomlin.granville@deferrerstrust.com  
 
A reminder that it is our Year 9 Parents’ and Carers’ Evening on Monday 24th January. It is important that we 
communicate with 100% of parents and carers, so that we can work in partnership to support their academic progress. 
If you haven’t booked any appointments, then there is still time, using the booking system:  SchoolCloud - Granville 
Academy. Following the evening, we invite all Year 9 parents/carers to give us feedback, this link will be made available 
to you on Monday evening via text and email.  
 
Year 11 parents and carers, please note, the schedule for the forthcoming mock exams can be found here: Mock Exam 
Timetable.  Seeing it today, means that your child can prepare well and plan their revision accordingly.  As stated last 
week, this is an intensive period when we have much on offer to support success and progress.  Our Kip McGrath 
sessions commence this week and will be supported by our remote “Saturday’s for Success” offer alongside our regular 
Period 6 sessions. Please support and encourage good attendance.  The mocks commence on Monday 14th February 
with History and Maths, and we are looking to really build upon the results from November to ensure results that our 
students will be proud of. Our core values of ‘Work Hard’ and ‘Choose Wisely’ are really important at this time to 
support this success. 
 
This week, we have launched our Scholar’s programme, working with the Brilliant Club.  I am excited to watch the 
students involved progress and hope that they enjoy the holistic experience working alongside the team and are 
inspired by the projects they undertake to pursue a university degree.  If your child is involved in the project and would 
like to read more, please follow the link: https://thebrilliantclub.org/the-scholars-programme/for-schools/what-do-
pupils-study/ 
 
Finally, I am also pleased to see that we have launched our STEM Club for Year 9 students.  Again, this is intended to 
develop the knowledge, understanding and passion for Science, Mathematics and Technologies, as well as developing 
practical, teamwork and leadership skills that will support their classroom learning and boost employability skills.  I look 
forward to seeing the exciting projects undertaken. This activity is part of our wider extra curricular and enrichment 
offer, which has started this week. We have some new and exciting clubs on offer, so please take a look and encourage 

https://www.fortnumandmason.com/platinum-pudding
mailto:mtomlin.granville@deferrerstrust.com
https://granvillesportscollege.schoolcloud.co.uk/
https://granvillesportscollege.schoolcloud.co.uk/
https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Mock-Timetable-FEB-Mar.pdf
https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Mock-Timetable-FEB-Mar.pdf
https://thebrilliantclub.org/the-scholars-programme/for-schools/what-do-pupils-study/
https://thebrilliantclub.org/the-scholars-programme/for-schools/what-do-pupils-study/


your child to give an activity a go!  Follow the link to see our full offer taking place each night, within our academy: 
Extra Curricular Timetable. We hope that there is something for everyone, and aim for all of our students to attend at 
least one activity per week. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
Regards, 
 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal  
 
Note from DCC 
With fuel bills being at an unprecedented high, Derbyshire County Council have put together a comprehensive guide to 
everything you need to know about staying healthy, warm and well. Click the link to information on ways to stay warm 
and save money, advice on home maintenance in the cold weather, financial help, getting support, staying safe or 
boosting your health and wellbeing.  https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Healthy-warm-and-well-in-
Derbyshire-1.pdf  

 

 

 

 

Year group Focus: Year 10  
 
I know it is more than halfway through January, but firstly, I would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year! 
 
Students returned to school last week, and took part in a whole day of work experience input. The feedback has been 
very good with students now thinking about where they want to complete their work experience and their future 
careers. 
 
Their attitude to learning remains very good and I have seen a real commitment to learning within lessons, which is 
great to see! 
 
Breakfast Bunch is now running for all year groups and runs from 8.00 a.m. until  8.25 a.m. Any students who are Pupil 
Premium or receive  free school meals will get a free breakfast.  
 
Please ensure that students are fully equipped and ready to learn when they leave home for school. They need all items 
of their Ready to Learn pack. If anything has been lost or is missing, these can be ordered via ParentPay. iPads need to 
be fully charged and ready to use at the start of each day. 
 
If you need to discuss anything further with me, please contact me by telephone or via email: 
scarter.granville@deferrerstrust.com 
 
Kind regards  
 
Miss Carter  

Head of Year 10  
 

 

 

 

Subject Focus: English    
 

Year 7 students are engaging successfully with reading the opening of A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness. Through the 
study of this modern novel, students will have the opportunity to develop an understanding of themes including family, 
death, isolation, suffering and the supernatural. This will be followed by making comparisons between characters and 
analysing the writer’s desired effect.  Mrs Pritchard was very impressed with the improvement’s students made to their 
analytical paragraphs where they reflected on how the monster was presented in the novel.  

https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Enrichment-timetable-Jan22v2.pdf
https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Healthy-warm-and-well-in-Derbyshire-1.pdf
https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Healthy-warm-and-well-in-Derbyshire-1.pdf


 
How does the writer present the monster? - Niki S and Alyssa U 

 
Year 8 students have made a fantastic start in their study of Shakespeare’s play, Much Ado About Nothing. Students 
have been developing an understanding of the context surrounding Shakespeare and the conventions of 
Shakespearean comedy. We have been impressed with how students are handling complex ideas through their reading 
of a number of extracts. Miss Deakin was overwhelmed by the ideas and annotations produced by students in 8ENY3 
and 8ENX1 when considering the merry war between the characters Benedick and Beatrice. As we continue to work 
through the play, the focus will be on the presentation of men and women of different social statuses.  
 
 

 
Annotating an extract focusing on the relationship between characters, Evie T 

 
 



 
This half term, Year 9 students have started their study of the novel Of Mice and Men. The unit has started with a study 
of the poem ‘To a Mouse’ by Robert Burns. Students come up with some fantastic ideas about how the meaning of the 
poem may be reflected in the novel.  This has been followed by a focus on historical events, including the American 
Dust Bowl, the Great Depression and migrant farmers. Miss McIlhone was particularly impressed with the writing 
produced by students in 9YEN3, where through a diary entry, the class reflected on what life was like for Migrant 
workers in America in the 1930s. As students read the novel and consider the themes of isolation, poverty, inequality, 
discriminations and freedom, they will be encouraged to apply their understanding of the context surrounding the text.  
 
 
 

 
Diary entry task- Jacob A 

 

The second Literature text studied in Year 10 is A Christmas Carol. This unit prepares students for their Literature GCSE 
exam in which they answer an extended question ON A 19th Century text. This novella is fantastic in demonstrating how 
students can identify and analyse different layers of meanings within the staves and appreciate how writers’ use of 
methods creates meaning. After an initial study of the author Dickens and Victorian London, students have been 
focusing on the different ways in which characters are presented to the reader. Mrs Brown was pleased to see students 
in 10XEN2 independently annotating key extracts for meaning. By the end of the unit, students will confidently be able 
to analyse the characters, themes and contextual influences. 



 
Independent annotations of an extract, Ella S 

Year 11 students have been preparing for their second set of mock exams. This week students have been revisiting how 
to answer the questions in Language Paper 1. The skills they are revisiting are being practised in a shadow paper under 
exam conditions, providing them with the opportunity to respond to some feedback on each question before their 
mock exam. Alongside this, students have started to complete weekly writing tasks under timed conditions to help 
prepare them for the exam conditions. Following on from this, we will be revisiting the Literature text An Inspector Calls 
and reminding students of how to approach unseen poetry. This week the English faculty were really impressed with 
the attendance at the first Period 6 Revision session. It was wonderful to see Year 11 students living the ‘work hard’ 
value!   

 
Weekly Quick Write Task- Mai S 

 



Mr Asif would like to congratulate Year 7 and Year 8 students for their reading efforts so far. Below is a copy of the 
most recent class and student leader boards. Dylan Harris was our first student millionaire- what a fantastic 
achievement!  

 

 

 
 

 
Mrs Brown  
Director of English   

 

 

The Platinum Pudding Competition 
 

Would you like to see your pudding creation served up at street parties and other celebrations 
up and down the country? Fortnum & Mason is inviting you to invent the Jubilee Pudding for 
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022.  
 

The winning pudding will be an important part of the celebrations marking Her Majesty’s 70 
years as Monarch. And the creator of the winning pudding will be invited to be at the centre 
of the celebrations.  
Get cooking, and your creation could be a joyful and delicious part of the first ever Platinum 
Jubilee. 
 

For Further details please see your DT Teacher.                                         
Join the Showbie Class to access the link to the competition. 

 

DQA2T 



 
All entries are done individually and not through the school, but we would really like you to submit 
your creations to the Showbie class, so we can celebrate your efforts.  
 
The competition is open to anyone over the age of 8, so people at home can enter too. The closing 
date is the 4th February. 
 
Good luck, we are looking forward to seeing your efforts!  
 

 
Mr Edwards  
Director of DT  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


