
 

 

   Granville Weekly Newsletter  
     
     Week Beginning: Monday 27th September 2021 
  

 

Message from Mrs Oliphant 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Period 6 lessons are now taking place for our Year 11 students.  Your child should have received a personalised timetable 
and it is expected that they attend these sessions.  Everything that we can do now that supplements the learning in the 
classroom  is a positive and a wise  investment in their future.  We are preparing for our first set of “mock examinations” 
scheduled for November and we will use this to then target our next set of interventions.  It is reassuring to see that the 
turnout to the first few sessions has been fantastic and is testament to the mature approach that our Year 11 are 
showing and I trust that this will continue. 
 
As we push to resume to normality, please note that our Library is open to all students every morning from 8.00 a.m. 
and until 4.00 p.m. - Monday to Thursday.  We encourage students to use this resource as an area for quiet study, an 
area to complete their homework, to read and to receive support and advice, as required.  Whilst we love our digital app 
- SORA and encourage our students to read the array of books online, sometimes there is no substitute for getting your 
hands on a physical book.  Reading is our passion.  We promote it daily within our Academy and are enjoying our 
morning sessions where we have the opportunity to read as a group and privately.  We encourage all students if you 
haven’t been to our Library - make a visit next week and in the words of a “strictly” fan…keep on reading! 
 
We have noticed a real spike in the number of students receiving positive PCR tests.  Whilst we know this is in line with 
National data, we ask that all students increase their testing routine using the lateral flow device to  three times a week -  
Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday.  It is important that we all do this to keep our Academy and our community safe.  As a 
precautionary measure, in response to our data, we will be reinstating our testing site on Monday and will be asking all 
Year 11 to perform an additional test on site.  If we have not previously had consent, please use the link: Consent Form 

for Covid Testing in School  so that we can register our students for testing.   
 
Students who show the recognised signs and symptoms of Covid -19: 

● a new or persistent cough 
● a high temperature  
● and/ or a loss of (or change in, normal sense of taste or smell should make an appointment to take a PCR test.   
● a positive LFT should always be followed up with a PCR test within 48 hours and you should confirm the outcome 

with the Academy. 
 
Well done to all the Year 8 and Year 9 students who took part in the first Anti-Bullying training workshop today.  The 
students left with pride and excitement ready to  deliver the Anti-Bullying message across the Academy.  The Anti-
Bullying ambassadors can be identified by their purple ties and it is our key message here that we will not accept bullying 
within our Academy.  
 
This initiative is significant in promoting our values within a caring supportive ethos in which all students feel safe and 
secure.  We know that such a culture supports good mental health and it is important to us to get this right.  Peer to peer 
support is powerful.  We want to equip our students with the skills and confidence to talk openly and honestly as part of 
our proactive strategy to address any incidents of bullying or relational conflict in our Academy. 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1RVn20pe1AjNIf0rK-ZQ14QcEgJqLZkt0mp2s-uQmbtw
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1RVn20pe1AjNIf0rK-ZQ14QcEgJqLZkt0mp2s-uQmbtw


 
 
To support this approach, we were also pleased to welcome representatives from the Derbyshire Health Service to our 
Academy, who are offering a weekly drop in service for our students.  Today, there was a focus on bereavement and 
mental health.  Students have access to a text service to book an appointment within school or beyond the school day as 
required. 

   
 
Please note that we have provided all students with their ready to learn equipment.  If a student is missing an item, has 
broken it, or would like to purchase additional items, these are available on ParentPay.  It is important to be equipped to 
learn and it is now our students responsibility to get this right.  They are able to visit the Library to collect items before 
school and during their break and lunchtime sessions.  Many students are also carrying spares in a pencil case.  This is 
brilliant and essential as we do not want to waste valuable learning time having to manage equipment. 
 
Today, I enjoyed the first “Hot Chocolate / Chip Butty” Friday.  Well done to all of the students who have been 
recognised and rewarded for living our values.  Kindness matters and it was a real pleasure to share in your success 
today. 
 

 
 
Next week, on Wednesday 29th September, we look forward to our live Open Evening.  Thank you to all the wonderful 
students who have volunteered to help within faculties or to assist as Tour Guides with staff.  I am looking forward to a 
great evening. 
 
Have a great weekend.  Stay safe. 
 
Regards, 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal  



 

 

 Careers Fair  
Dear Parents/carers  
 
Thursday October 21st is the date of our long overdue Careers Fair.   Due to the pandemic, events such as this haven't 
been possible, but we are pleased to announce that this is the date of this year's event.   It will be held in the Sports Hall 
in the Ness block. 
 
The event is focussed on our Year 9, 10 and 11 students only, but those in Year 8 will attend next year.  Years 9 and 10 
will attend the Careers Fair in periods 4 and 5, but we would like to extend the opportunity for  parents/carers to attend 
the event in the evening, from 4.00 p.m. until 6.30 p.m.   
 
We will have employers from a number of industries attending, along with many of the local 6th forms and colleges, 
details of which I will share via this newsletter over the next couple of weeks.  As I'm sure you'll agree, this event will be 
timely for our Year 11's, especially, as they are approaching the time in their education when they will need support with 
making decisions on their next destinations.  I have begun meeting with Year 11 students this term, with our aim to 
ensure every Year 11 has an impartial 1-1 careers meeting with me in their final school year.    I will be available to speak 
with students/parents and carers at the event, should careers advice be needed.   
 
I will pass on further details of the Careers Fair shortly, but for parents/carers of Year 11 students, please save the date: 
Thursday 21st October in your calendar.   We look forward to welcoming you. 
 

Mr Lambeth  
Careers and Aspirations Lead  
 

 

Year Group Focus: 8 
 

 
Happy New Term 

 

Year 8 have started the term off with a spring in their steps. It's been great this week seeing so many students taking part 

in the different clubs the Academy has to offer. Can I say a big thank you for your continued support regarding uniforms, 

they are looking spectacular. Please can we continue to ensure that girls wear either the black pleated school skirt (from 

any shop) that is knee length, or trousers that meet their shoes. On Wednesday morning, as part of our weekly rewards, 

we awarded prizes for students who in the first couple of weeks had been caught being kind. We have over 40 students 

in the draw.   

 

Again, thank you for your support with returning forms and ensuring payments are in for the iPads. They have been a 

great hit with the students, and over the next coming weeks, will become a great learning tool.  Over the course of this 

year, parents and carers can make small payments spread out over 12 months ready for September 2022 to cover the 

next instalment of £68.00. This would avoid having another large bill in a time when school uniform and club 

memberships have to be paid.  

 

Just a reminder, the iPads need to be charged every night to ensure that they last the day, especially when students start 

using them for all 5 lessons. Along with the iPads charged, they need to have their ready to learn pack, fully equipped as 

handed to them at the start of term, a reading book or using SORA app on the iPad and a natural display scientific 

calculator. 

 

Maths Homework: Maths Homework is currently being set on Hegartymaths.  Due to our students living our school ethos 

of ‘working hard and choosing wisely’ last year, we were delighted to be awarded a ‘Hegartymaths Super School’. This 

was a massive achievement for the school in a short period of time and I would like to take this opportunity to thank you 

all for supporting your children in their Maths studies. Our homework routines will continue this year with two 

Hegartymaths tasks and either a Memory or Knowledge Organiser task a week.  



 

Let's continue the positive start to the school year. 

 

 

8A - Miss Starkey 

It was so lovely to see all the students happy and excited to be back in the Academy after summer and for me to hear 

about all the exciting things they have done. The term has started off very positive with all of the students looking smart, 

iPads fully charged and with their ready to learn kit. They have adapted so well to moving around the school and even 

helping with some lost Year 7s, I couldn’t be prouder of 8A! I’m looking forward to another positive year with my form 

and fingers crossed...coming first for our attendance awards. 

 

8B - Miss Deakin 

8B have made an excellent start to Year 8. The students were looking forward to getting their iPads and have been using 

these well. I am looking forward to an excellent year of achievements.  

8C - Mrs James 

I was delighted to see 8C returning to school after the summer break, and to welcome new students Cody and Jozef into 

our form. Students have made an excellent start to the year and have thoroughly enjoyed moving around the school site 

and having their lessons in specialist classrooms. They have adapted very quickly to using their IPads in a mature way, 

and I look forward to seeing the positive impact they have on learning. 

 

8D - Mr Wilson 

It was lovely to see all the students happy and excited to be back in the academy after summer. I have enjoyed hearing 

about all the fun activities they got up to.  The term has started off positive, with all students in uniform looking smart.  I 

am really looking forward to another year of positive achievements and retaining our attendance trophy for another 

year. 

 

8E - Mrs Senior 

I am delighted to see 8E back after the summer break. They have all made a brilliant start to the year, they look smart 

and have adapted to moving around the school for lessons incredibly quickly. They were excited to get their iPads and it’s 

wonderful to see them being used to help in their studies. I’m looking forward to another great year with this lovely 

group.  

 

8F - Mr Marshall / Mrs Barker 

It has been wonderful to see 8F back after the summer break. They have all adjusted to the new tutor room very well and 

always arrive on time, dressed smartly, ready to learn. The buzz around the room when they received their iPads was 

electrifying, and I cannot wait to see the impact they will have on their learning. Here's to another fantastic year! 

 

Miss Hewart - ALT   

Year 8 have started where they left off...aiming high and being amazing. This cohort of young people are still the leading 

light in terms of attendance, and are now pushing to be best with achievement points, kindness slips and outcomes. Year 

8 have had a few new students joining the year group, and I can say without hesitation that these young people have 

been introduced to “The Granville Way” by being shown what it means to be a Granville student and how we always 

strive to live our values. I’ve said it before, and I will say it again, this cohort of young people are the ones to watch.  

 
 
 
 
Mr Jackson  
Head of Year 8  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Subject Focus: Science    
 

 

It has been a fantastic start to the academic year in the Science department, and we have been thrilled to have been 
able to carry out experiments with all year groups again on their return to the Science labs. 

The Year 7s have settled in quickly and carried out their lab inductions, including the safe use of a Bunsen burner,  how 
to use microscopes correctly and learning how waves travel through the universe. 

Below is a fantastic description of why tuning forks, which have been hit on a shoe will cause water to splash in a beaker 
by Scarlett T. 

 
 

The Year 8s have had their first STEM club session of the year where they will be attempting to achieve their CREST 
Discover award for the production of a hand washing station to stop the spread of infectious disease. Here, they are 
hard at work separating out the “Hogwarts hand soap” which somebody had sabotaged. 

 

This opportunity will be offered to the whole year group over the course of the academic year, however, due to limited 
resources we were only able to offer this to 25 students initially. The next course will begin after half term. Each project 
is 6/7 weeks long. I will be sending out letters to another group of students, they will then complete the project for 6/7 
weeks and we will repeat this until all Year 8s have had an invite. 



Year 9 have started off the academic year by learning about new categories of cells and how they can be viewed under 
light and electron microscopes. Here is a fantastic explanation of the differences between prokaryotic and eukaryotic 
cells from Lily D. 

 

Year 10 have begun the year by producing pure, dry copper sulphate crystals through carrying out a chemical reaction 
before filtration and crystallisation. 

Below is a fantastic sample produced by Lily M and Kian M. 

 

Year 11 have made a fantastic start to their final year and have settled in quickly. students have been working incredibly 
hard on Chemical Analysis separating mixtures using chromatograms and carrying out gas tests. 

Below is a fantastic example from Jack W of not only the wonderful work being completed, but also our students' 
willingness to go back to their answers and improve them. 



 

Homework has now been set routinely through Showbie for all year groups and is a mixture of online and in person 
submissions. Can I please remind students that should they need support with homework tasks, they should contact 
their teacher through Showbie (Year 8 – 11) or in person (Year 7 until they have their Science groups set up) well before 
the due date. 

I would also like to echo Mrs Freeman in stating that in Science, as well as Maths, students will require a calculator for 
every lesson, the calculator used in Maths is again the recommended model. 

 
Mr Trinham  
Director of learning for Science  
 

 

 

 

 


