
 

 

    
   Granville Weekly Newsletter  
     
     Week Beginning: Monday 28th February 2022 
 
Half term: Monday 21st February to Friday 25th February  

 

Message from Mrs Oliphant 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Well done to all of our Year 11 students.  The first week of mock exams have been completed and it was fantastic to 
hear Mr Gell commending their behaviour and attitude based on reports from our Exam Lead and Invigilators.  I look 
forward to seeing the progress made and ask all parents and carers to try to enforce a supportive revision programme 
over the half term break, so that we build upon this great start. 
 
We are aware that traffic is bad at the moment due to ongoing roadworks, but please allow time for this in your 
journey, so students are not late to school. We are reasonable but are mindful that the days need to start promptly, so 
please factor this into your preparation.  Please can we also request that parents collecting, do not obstruct the bus bay 
as this creates a safeguarding issue for students, pedestrians and the wider community.  We are expecting patrols to be 
completed by the Civil Parking Enforcement Officers and your support is appreciated.  
 
We are currently reviewing our offer for Pupil Premium and FSM.  If financially, your circumstances have changed, your 
child may be eligible for free school meals, please see the link to form to see if you meet the criteria Free school meals.   
 
Our Breakfast Club has been a huge success and it has been lovely to see students enjoying this in the morning.  We will 
continue this next term so a reminder that if your child is Pupil Premium, they are entitled to free items, to the value of £1 
each day.  The club itself is open to all and items are priced individually.  Credit is not given to purchase these items, so if you 
would like your child to access this service, please ensure suitable funds are on their account.   
 
Parents and carers of Year 9 students, please ensure you read Mr Tempest’s report below to see details of the immunisations 
scheduled on Wednesday 2nd March. 
 
Clothes Bank has asked us to share with our parents and carers to let you know they provide free clothing and school 
uniform to anyone in need and there are no qualification or referral criteria. They are open every Friday from 2:00 p.m. 
until 5:00 p.m. on an appointment system, and can be located at Hill Street, Baptist Church in Swadlincote.  
 

 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/link2ict


This is a fantastic service. As always, at the end of a half term, I remind you that if you are purchasing or selecting from 
the above service new items of school uniform, please ensure they meet the academy regulations. Within our academy 
we wear shoes. These must not be trainer style and must be formal. Trousers must be tailored. Skinny trousers do not 
conform to our regulations, even though they are frequently sold in the uniform sector of many major retailers. Please 
do not compromise the policy. It is there to ensure we can be fair to all and as always, here at Granville, we will uphold 
the highest of standards and expectations. Essentially, we want to ensure that all of our attention is on high quality 
teaching and learning and not on ensuring basic standards and expectations are met, so your support in getting this right 
is expected and appreciated.   
 
Students return on Monday 28th February to a normal academy day and an exciting half term. We hope you all have a 
lovely half term break. 
 
Regards, 
 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal 

 

Year group Focus: Year 9 
 

As we come to the end of another busy and exciting half term for Year 9, I wanted to pass on how well the year group 
has dealt with the options process over the last few weeks. We have been focussing on what subjects students would 
like to take for Year 10 and 11, and I have been impressed with the students’ commitment and focus with making the 
correct choices to aid them with their future career choices. A massive well done to the year group for ensuring that 
option choices were submitted on time to ensure Mr Gell is able to start looking at the options columns. 

Attendance has been improving over the last few weeks, and I thank you for your support in ensuring that your child is 
in school every day. The rest of this academic year is an important time for the year group as work being undertaken in 
lessons will begin to include content of their GCSE courses in September.  Every day matters, and I would like to update 
you with a continuing improving picture towards the Easter holidays in a few weeks’ time. 

A few reminders for the year group regarding routines each day. 

-          Students need to be on site before 8.30 a.m. each day. Students should be attending line up every morning. If 
you are not in school before this time, and in line up, then students are classed as late and will be issued with a 
consequence afterschool. On the whole, the year group are excellent with this, and I want to ensure this continues 
after the half term. 

-          On Wednesday 2nd March (first Wednesday back after half term), Year 9 immunisations are scheduled and are 
taking place in the academy. Links have been sent out regarding this earlier this week and the consent form needs 
to be completed by today.  Any questions or concerns regarding this, please let me know.  I remind you that this is 
an independent service led by the NHS and in order to give consent, the form must be completed online. 

-          Nose studs / body piercings are not allowed at the academy. After half term, any students with either a metal 
or clear stud will be issued with consequences as per the uniform policy. Please could I ask for your support by 
ensuring your child does not come into school with a nose stud after the half term. Every day and every lesson 
matters and it is important that students are in lessons however, if the uniform policy is not followed, 
unfortunately I will need to put appropriate consequences in place. 

Also a massive well done to James W (1st place) and Liam F (2nd place) who have been awarded a certificate and prize by 
Mr Poole for their involvement and participation in the Warhammer Club in school. Congratulations for your efforts in 
this extra-curricular club. 

See below some updates from the Year 9 Tutors:- 

 

 



 

9A (Mrs Brickley and Mrs Sands):- 9A continues to be amazing during line ups, the best form in Year 9! They 
have also been very open about their struggles with options and it has been a pleasure to guide them through 
the subjects and options process. Uniform and equipment continues to be excellent for most students and 
involvement in our form discussions and activities is always thoughtful and open-minded. Well done and keep 
aiming high! Mrs Brickley and Miss Sands 

9B (Mrs Robinson):- Well done to 9B for the excellent start they have made to this half term. It has been great to see all 
their hard work and efforts since I became your tutor at the beginning of Year 9. Attendance, uniform and behaviour 
have been excellent across the form and I look forward to seeing further achievements after half term! This half term, 
we have been having conversations regarding options / careers and it has been great to see the form so focussed on 
this important topic. 

9C (Mrs Berkers):- 9C has been very welcoming to me joining them, it’s starting to feel like I have been here 
since September. We have had some lively debates around the ‘In the News’ topics, having heated 
discussions whilst still being kind. Keep up the hard work 9C.  

9D (Mrs Saddington):- 9D have worked hard this term, I have been really pleased with their positive can-do attitude. I 
am always impressed by their team spirit and the way they support one another. They are well organised, thank you so 
much, 9D, for getting your options in on time! You are always smart and on time, and I am proud of you. 

9E (Miss Shearer):- I am lucky to be the Form Tutor to 9E. They are growing into caring and understanding 
young people. We have been discussing their futures and KS4 options with great foresight and excitement. 9E 
are still the best form!! 

9F (Mr Jolley):- 9F are really enjoying reading "Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde" at the moment, part of our whole school 
reading strategy. Last term we completed "The Woman in Black". Both of these books could be described as 
being in the gothic horror genre, which seems to have struck a real chord with everyone in the group. At the 
end of the book, we will be looking at entering the "Alternative ending" competition organised by Mr Asif to 
see if anyone can come up with a different ending for the story.  Students are also using the app SORA for 
their own private reading once a week, this excellent app allows them to choose from thousands of books 
online. 

 

Once again, I would like to say how proud I am of the year group on a weekly basis.  There is so much hard work and 
determination taking place in lessons at this current time and it has been excellent to walk around the school site and 
visit lessons and see this level of focus in lessons. 

My message for the year group is simple. Continue to work hard, continue to be kind to one another and continue to 
choose wisely! I look forward to the rest of this half term as we build towards our achievement assembly before the 
Easter holidays, where I will be awarding students and the form groups for their individual and collective efforts! 

Any issues or problems, please contact me via my email:- atempest.granville@deferrerstrust.com  

 
 
 

Mr Tempest  
Head of Year 9 
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Subject Focus: Design Technology    
 

As we arrive at half term, all of our Key Stage 3 groups will rotate back to the area they started in back in September. I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the fantastic support that was shown to the department via the 
contributions that have been made using the ParentPay App. It really does make a difference. 

Year 10 GCSE  Design Technology 

Over the last term, students have continued to develop their understanding of materials and manufacturing processes. 
The students created a timepiece that involved the processes of Vacuum Forming and Line Bending, using 
Thermoforming Plastics (acrylic and high impact polystyrene). 

  

Textiles, Key Stage 3 

Another great term with DT students in Year 7, completing fantastic thermo–chromatic gadget holders. Students 
explored construction and surface decoration techniques in the Textiles workshop. For the first time, students 
experienced the design process through to manufacturer, creating their own personalised design using a variety of 
tools and equipment. 

 

Food and Nutrition 

Year 7 - Food: Year 7s focus has been on the Eatwell Guide, and how we can improve our healthy eating. We have 
looked into fruit and vegetables, protein, carbohydrates and dairy and how each can benefit and keep our bodies 
healthy. Each practical has coincided with our learning, incorporating a range of skills from the correct and safe way to 
use knives to whisking and baking our own cheesecakes.  



 

Year 8 – Food: Throughout this module, we have focused on Macronutrients, and why we need these in our body. 
Macronutrients contain various important vitamins and minerals that keep our bodies healthy, and we have been 
producing dishes that contain all the healthy benefits of these, such as Black Bean Brownies and Flaxseed Flapjacks.  

 

Year 9 – Food: During this project, Year 9 have been focusing on carbohydrates, proteins and some chemical reactions 
when making sauces. Students have gained an insight of how their foods can work together and how they can choose 
healthy foods when creating dishes. We have produced dishes, such as Chilli Con Carne and Sausage Rolls, putting the 
knowledge they have been learning during theory to the test. In the next Year 9 module, they will be looking more into 
chemical reactions and using the knowledge learned throughout both projects to create their own choice of dish.  

 

Year 10 – GCSE Food: Year 10 have been recently learning about what each person needs at various stages throughout 
their life. During these past few weeks, students have been creating a mini version of Year 11 NEA 2 work, to get more 
of an understanding of what the non-examined assessment will look like. With this, has come the opportunity for the 
Year 10s to create their own dishes following a specification, and we have had some brilliant outcomes.  

 

Plea to parents and carers for containers. These can be sweet tubs, chocolate tubs or biscuit tubs leftover from 
Christmas etc. Also, if your child has borrowed a container, please can they return it for another student to use.  



 

Extra Curricular Clubs in the Design Technology department  

Granville MasterChef - Thursdays  

Granville MasterChef afterschool club has been running for a couple weeks now. During 
these weeks, we have produced dishes, such as chocolate chip cookies and pizza 
learning skills, kneading, baking and applying our knife skills. This club will continue to 
run on Thursdays afterschool after the half term.  

 

 

 

 

Lego Robot Club - Wednesdays  

In Lego Robot Club, we have been learning about the different components that 
come with the Lego Spike kits we are using. 

 

 

 

We have been building different types of robots to get a feel for how we can build robots and incorporate the different 
motors. 

Programming has started and students are starting to learn how to engage the various motors and sensors.  Students 
have managed to get the robots to move at various speeds, stop using proximity sensors and are now focusing upon 
getting the robots to navigate a given path. 

The New Year saw the start of CAD CLUB on Tuesdays afterschool. Students looked at developing their understanding 
of Computer Aided Design and 3D printing. This has involved a number of small design challenges, including keyrings 
and pencil toppers. The challenges have given the students an appreciation of the need for using precise dimensions in 
their work. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Textiles Club - Wednesdays  

Great work has also been produced at the afterschool Textiles Club on Wednesdays. Students showed real enthusiasm 

and passion for everything textiles, creating a variety of mini projects. This term, students have enjoyed creating their 

own stationery rolls, using applique, hand embroidery and CAD CAM to embellish their final product. 

                                                                    

Excellent work created by Miya in Year 8                                                                     Above 

are examples of the Christmas  decorations that were produced in the Textile Club      

 

 

 

Mr Edwards  

Director of Learning for Design Technology  

 

 

 

 

 

 


