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Message from Mrs Oliphant 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Just a reminder that this newsletter is being released today as the academy is closed to all staff and students tomorrow, 
Friday 26th November 2021.  Normal lessons resume on Monday morning. 
 
This week has been the launch of our annual Christmas Card competition.  I look forward to seeing the artistic creations 
and talent across the academy.  Last year, we had over 50 entries from across all of the year groups, and I look forward 
to seeing this year's creations.  I remind all students that the closing date is Friday 10th December.  There will be prizes 
for the top 5 entries and the winning card will be sent to all of our stakeholders within our local community.  You can use 
any medium, coloured pencils, felt tips and paint  but the design must be able to be photocopied to a good resolution 
onto card.  Good luck, everyone! 

 

 
 
A reminder that we have the flu vaccinations in our calendar for Monday 6th December 2021.  This is an independent 
service provided by the NHS so all consent forms must be done prior to this date and submitted online.  I attach the link 
again: Nasal Flu Vaccination Letter  should you still wish to register your child’s consent. 
 
An advance notice, that we will be hosting our Year 11 Parents Evening on Monday 13th December 2021.  This will follow 
our planned Mock Results Day on Friday 10th December, where we will be sharing raw scores achieved with our students 
and detailing the key areas for targeted revision and progress, so it is exceptionally important to attend and we look 
forward to a busy, productive evening. 
 
The weather is noticeably becoming much colder and a very cold spell is forecast.  I remind you that hoodies are not to 
be worn under blazers.  The policy does allow for an optional black V-neck pullover, but clearly states that no other 
jumper, hoodie or cardigan to be worn.  We encourage all of our students to wear a coat over their blazer, which should 
be removed when entering the classroom.  If you have any concerns or questions, your child’s Head of Year will be able 
to assist you.  I also remind parents and carers that no make-up of any kind in Year 7 should be worn to the academy. 
Students in Year 10-11 may wear very light make-up, but this must not be visible from a short distance. No shaved 
eyebrows, false eyelashes, nail varnish or nail extensions.  Please do not be offended, or surprised if your child is asked to 
remove these items immediately and sanctioned accordingly for breaches of the policy. (Please see the full uniform 
policy for absolute clarification about the standards and expectations: Uniform).  
 

https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Flu-Letter_-December21.pdf
https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/pupils/school-life/uniform


This week, I have led assemblies on the importance of Road Safety, and in particular, the importance of wearing a helmet 
when riding a bike to and from the academy.  I attach again the bike contract: Bike Contract, which all parents and carers 
must ensure your child adheres to, so that in partnership, we can support the safety of students within our care.  
 
Have a great weekend.    
 
Regards, 
 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal  

 

 

 

Year group Focus: Year 10 
 

 

It is hard to believe that we are already going into December. We have had a really good start to this academic year! 
 
Year 10 have been completing lots of assessments and it is pleasing to see them approach these with positive minds and 
a real maturity. I know that some students have been very pleased with their marks and others have taken away what 
they can work on to gain higher marks next time.  
 
We have celebrated our achievements and I had the honour of awarding Jessica T and Owen E with gift cards for having 
achieved the amount of points required to get the award.  
 
Year 10 students continue to impress me with their positive attitude to learning.  They are enthusiastic about their 
subjects and the work that they are completing. Behaviour, on the whole, continues to be good throughout the year 
group.  
 
Punctuality is an important part of school life and it is imperative that students arrive at the academy on time, and ready 
to start their day. Students should be on site by 8.25 a.m. ready for form at 8.30 a.m.  
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 
Miss S Carter  
Head of Year 10  
 

 

 

 

 

Subject Focus: Science   
 

This half term, Year 7 have been looking at chemical reactions and have had an introduction to using acids in the 

laboratory as well as investigating what makes a balanced diet and how energy can be transferred from one place to 

another. 

Below is a wonderful piece of work on naming salts from Scarlett. 

https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Bike-contract-2021.pdf


 

The Year 8 STEM Club have just finished their first project on producing hand cleaning stations to be used in Kenya, they 

have submitted their projects and are eagerly awaiting their CREST awards. 

We are excited to offer this opportunity to the whole of Year 8 over the course of the Year and the newest group have 

begun their projects this week. If you would like more information on this, please contact Miss Sands or Miss Dilley. 

Here are some of the designs the STEM Club have produced. 

 

In Year 9, students have been looking at the uses of microscopes to deepen our understanding of living things, as well as 

the importance of electron configuration, when it comes to reactivity in Chemistry. Below is some work from Elise, 

displaying how we represent electron configurations. 

 



Year 10 are currently sitting their Trust wide Assessments, having developed their knowledge on the use of automated 

circuits. Here are 10Y1, investigating how light intensity affects the resistance of an LDR. 

 

In preparation for these Assessments, Year 10 students have been redrafting some pieces of work in response to 

feedback given, to move their answers from good, to models of excellence. 

Below are two models of excellence, provided by Jay, over the last half term. 

 

 

Year 11 have now sat their Mock exams and are eagerly awaiting their results. In the meantime, students have been 

reviewing exam questions they have completed, and through diagnostic feedback, identified areas for improvement to 

help students close any gaps in their knowledge and applications of knowledge. 

Below is an excellent example of this in action from Regen. 



 

Mr B Trinham  
Director of Learning for Science   

 

 

 

 

 


