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Message from Mrs Oliphant 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Thank you to all the parents and carers in Year 9 for joining us remotely to discuss your child’s progress.  I hope that the 
conversations gave you a clear indication of the strengths and areas for development within each curriculum area and 
supports their next steps as we begin our Options process on Monday.  Again, due to the current situation, this will be a 
remote offer.  Mr Gell’s opening presentation will go live on Monday 31st January at 5.00 p.m.  All curriculum areas 
have produced short recordings and I hope this supports the process in a constructive way.  This is just the start of the 
process.  If you require any additional information, either contact Mr Gell or, if it is subject specific, contact the 
Curriculum Leader.  Thank you to those that have filled in our Parental Questionnaire.  Your feedback is very important 
to us and we will always use this to develop and improve our offer within our academy.  Your comments give us 
confidence that: 
 

● 88% feel that the academy has high expectations for their child 
● 88% feel that their child is happy at the academy  
● 93% feel that their child is safe within the academy 
● 95% feel that their child is doing well within the academy. 
● 95% acknowledge that their child can take part in clubs and activities 

 
As stated in previous communications, we strive to do our best at all times.  We continually seek to improve to provide 
100% satisfaction.  Thank you for the additional comments made.  We will endeavour to follow up with anyone who has 
requested a call or email back.   
 
It is fantastic that 12 students have received the Crest award acknowledging their success demonstrated either by 
working independently or as part of a group to plan and run a project addressing a real-world STEM problem.  Well 
done to all of our students and we look forward to the next group getting involved. Mr Trinham shares the full details 
below. 
 
We are pleased to announce that Miss Starkey will be hosting a Zoom meeting with Derby University on the 
misconceptions surrounding debt at university, which will take place next Wednesday 2nd February, 5:30 p.m. until 
6:30pm. This meeting is for students and parents and carers in Year 10 and 11. Please see link for more information: 
University of Derby-Why go to University  
 
Finally, In accordance with the Government’s announcement to move to Plan A, no masks are required within the 
academy.  We know that some students and parents are still anxious and so we are leaving this as personal preference 
for the interim period but expect that the majority will welcome this decision. 
 

 
Have a great weekend. 
 
Regards, 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal 

https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/UniversityofDerby-WhygotoUniversity.pdf


 

 

 

 

Year group Focus: Year 11  
 

We ended the year looking forward to a festive, restful and relaxing break after a demanding term. I wish to reflect on 
the many successes of Year 11 before we move on to discuss the spring term. 

We marked the end of term with a rewards assembly celebrating students' achievements in the first term of Year 11. 
Huge congratulations to all those students involved in the assembly, who have been recognised not only for their 
academic achievements in all subjects, but also for attendance, and by Tutors who wished to celebrate students who 
they felt lived our Granville Academy values every day. 

As we are in full flow of the spring term, I am extremely proud of the commitment and maturity demonstrated by our 
Year 11 students as they continue to show resilience towards their studies and are making great progress towards 
achieving their goals. Year 11 Tutors and I have been incredibly impressed with the mature attitude and level of 
positivity demonstrated. 

Year 11 have now completed their first official GCSE exam, Creative iMedia, which was a hit the ground running 
moment straight after the holiday. A reminder that the Health and Social Care exam is on Monday 31st  January at 9.00 
a.m. 

All students should have received their mock timetable today, during form time today. I encourage you to plan your 
revision timetable now and work hard to secure the results I know you are capable of achieving/ 

Reminder: Breakfast is available from 8.00 a.m. onwards in the Hall for all students (Pupil Premium students receive 
this for free) the food on offer is lovely and very popular, especially the warm croissants. 

Period 6 sessions are in full swing, all students have been given a small booklet and will receive a golden sticker for 
every period 6 session they attend, this includes golden stickers for students who choose to attend private study in the 
Library on days they do not have a 6th session. Once the booklet is full, it will contribute towards money off a Prom 
ticket. Students have the opportunity to fill up to 2 booklets, which is worth £10 (£5 each) off a Prom ticket. 

Prom is booked for Thursday 7th July, our venue is Burton Albion Football Club, more details to follow when finalised. 

Leavers hoodies 

All students have received a leavers hoodie letter from their Form Tutors. If you would like to 
order a hoodie, please complete the form and return it to Ms Whiddett in the Library by Monday 
31st January 2022. All payments will be taken through ParentPay. 

Sample sizes are available to look at with Miss Warren in DGA. Any questions, please feel free to 
email Miss Warren: nwarren.granville@deferrerstrust.com  

An update below from Form Tutors:    

11A, Mr Phelan - "Alongside college and 6th Form applications, 11A are busy working through their preparations for the 
next set of mock exams.  Taking place in February, students are hoping to build on their November feedback. Students 
have been organising their revision materials and reflecting on areas for improvement.  They have drawn parallels with 
some of the themes in our form-time reading, The Life of Pi.  While the impending mock exams may not have direct 
comparison with being stranded on a lifeboat with a Bengal tiger in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, there are some 
common themes.  We have talked about planning properly and making the most of the resources at hand, something Pi 
has achieved during his ongoing predicament.  Taking action has been crucial in Pi's survival and I have asked students 
to remember the words of a particular General, who commanded forces in the American War of Independence, 'Hope 
will not save us, actions only actions!'. Year 11 students, and Pi, much like the American General, recognised that whilst 
wishing for good results and positive outcomes is one thing, taking action will give them the best opportunity.  With 
that in mind, a big thank you and well done to all those students who have engaged in the Period 6's and the Super 
Saturday revision sessions, it is this type of 'action' which will see you achieve your goals." 

mailto:nwarren.granville@deferrerstrust.com


 

11B, Mrs Pritchard - I am pleased to report that 11B are preparing well for the next round of PPEs, living our school 
value of 'working hard'. They have been revising both in Period 6 sessions and through independent revision. I look 
forward to celebrating the students' progress over the next term. 

11C, Miss Isaac - 11C Are continuing to work hard and embody the school's values, as evident by the large number of 
certificates awarded to us during the celebration assembly, and the achievement points we have racking up!  

We have finally got on to part 2 of the Life of Pi and have been enjoying this. This week, we have spent multiple 

sessions reflecting on Holocaust Memorial Day and as always we have had many mature and in depth discussions.  

I have completed a few references for form members and by the looks of it, many of 11C have some exciting 

destinations to look forwards to next year  

11D, Mr Goddard - It has been great to welcome members of 11D back to school after the Christmas break. The first 
term from September passed so quickly and I’m sure the last remaining term and half will go even quicker. They just 
need to ensure that they make this time really count. Leaving school is just around the corner and it has been great to 
see the students get excited about their Prom and leavers hoodies. I would like to praise their maturity and 
organisational skills and look forward to sharing their excitement about their next steps in life away from the academy.  

11E, Mrs Warren – 11E have started back after the Christmas holiday with real drive and determination focusing on the 
year ahead! I’m so proud of them, especially those students who have had to isolate and are continuing to complete 
the lessons activities from home. I’d like to mention a quick shout out to Macie, Kiera, Leo, Daniel and Jack for following 
the school values daily and striving to be the best version of themselves. Great work 11E, bring on the next round of 
Mock exams! 

11F, Mr Edwards - 11F have settled straight back into the flow of work this term. We continue to do the guided reading 
of the book ‘Life of PI’ and participate in discussions surrounding the theme of the week. This week, we watched a 
thought provoking assembly about the Holocaust memorial, and discussed its importance.  Keep up the good work, 
11F! 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 
Mrs Brown  

Head of Year 11  
 

 

 

 

Subject Focus: Science     
 

STEM Club 

Congratulations to our Year 8 STEM Club members! Over the course of five weeks, they have researched, designed and 
built a prototype for a handwashing device to improve hygiene at a rural school in Kenya. In doing this, they have 
managed to achieve their CREST discovery awards. They showed ingenuity, hard work and creativity to develop unique 
solutions to the task, which were then tested and presented in front of the group. We look forward to welcoming our 
new Year 7 STEM Club members and helping them to apply their knowledge to an exciting new challenge. 



  

Miss Dilley and Miss Sands 
Science Teachers  

This half term, our Year 7s have begun to look at the laws of motion as well as how organisms vary due to inheritance 
and environmental factors. They have also started to use their mathematical skills in Science to look at variation in a 
population. Please note that the Year 7 term 2 assessment will take place on Friday 11th February. 

Below is a wonderful explanation of why cars need a constant force from the engine in order to remain at a constant 
speed from Scarlett. 

 
 

Year 8 have been looking at how plants harness the sun's energy to photosynthesise in order to produce their own 
food, as well as exothermic and endothermic chemical reactions and their uses. They are also busy preparing for their 
term 2 assessment, which is taking place on Friday 28th January. 

Here is a fantastic explanation of the differences by Tilly-Mae. 



 

Year 9 have been looking at cell transport and have been focusing on the factors that affect the rates of diffusion. They 
will also be looking at electrical circuits, how to build them and how to calculate the power and energy contained 
within them. 

The Year 9 term 2 assessments are as follows: 

Biology – Monday 7th February 

Chemistry –  Tuesday 8th February 

Physics –Wednesday 9thand Thursday 10th February 

Mia has explained how temperature affects the rate of diffusion below:  

 

 

Year 10 have finished their work on radioactivity and their investigation of the Alexander Litvinenko murder and are 
now looking at how they can control the rates of reaction by adjusting variables in an experiment. They will also begin 
to link their understanding of forces and motion that they developed in Key Stage 3 and the laws that underpin them. 

Below is an example of Lillie calculating the rates of reaction for a given experiment. 

 



 
 

Year 11 have begun their revision programme, which includes using students' mock data to close the gaps in their 
learning. Meanwhile, the triple scientists are continuing to study the additional content required and have been looking 
at quantitative chemistry and how industrial chemistry can make the most of percentage yields and the atom economy. 

To help support Year 11 students in their studies, please review their Paper 1 QLA’s on Showbie, which detail their 
areas of strength and weaknesses, which should guide their revision for the upcoming mocks. An example can be found 
below: 

 
 
Mr Trinham  
Director of Science   

 

 

 

 

 


