
Granville Weekly Newsletter 

     
Week Beginning: Tuesday 3rd May 2022 

 
                 Bank holiday: Monday 2nd May 2022  

 

Message from our Principal, Mrs Oliphant 
 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
What a great way to start the week and a new term with rewards, rewards, rewards!  It was lovely to see the excitement in 
the assembly hall and the pride that some students showed in receiving their prizes. It is testament to the number of 
fantastic students that we have in our care, who live our values, working hard, being kind and choosing wisely every day.  
They should be proud of their achievements and as we embed this new rewards programme, I look forward to our next 
assembly as these will be held every term to recognise both effort and excellence.  Every term is a new opportunity to 
write a new chapter and for students to present their best version of themselves in all that they do. To support their 
success, it is essential that we continue to work together to uphold the highest of standards and expectations so that 
students attend well, work hard, achieve every day and make good progress in their lessons. These are the basics that 
secure the foundations for academic success. I have shared with you the research around attendance previously and do so 
again: 

 
Good attendance matters, so please support us by ensuring your child is in school every day.  
 
Exams have started and I encourage you to check the Year 11 and 10 Exam Timetable, which can be found with these links: 
Year 11 Exam Timetable 2022,   Year 10 Mock Exam Timetable 2022.    Year 11 students will have a revised day from 
Monday 16th May 2022.  They will take an earlier break, and lunch will be taken at the same time as Year 7 and Year 8. For 
exams in the afternoon, they will begin to enter the exam room from 12.45 p.m. with exams starting promptly at 1.00 p.m. 
Where exams are less than 60 minutes, they must return to their lessons for Period 5. Where exams exceed 60 minutes, 
they will be dismissed and are permitted to leave the school site.  Full timings of the exams are on the link. I make a final 
request that if your child has been targeted to attend a Period 6 session or any additional class, you support their 
attendance. Whilst it may be one piece of a jigsaw we have been putting together over time, it could be the final piece that 

https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Y11-Timetable-2022.pdf?t=1651224257
https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Y10-Summer-Mocks.pdf?t=1651224220


makes that difference, and at this point in time, must be attended. We talk about “No regrets” - this means putting in the 
work and making it happen! 
 
I am very pleased that we have seen a big increase in the number of students using our breakfast service and the canteen 
in general.  Please note, if your child is PP or they are entitled to a free breakfast to the value of £1 every morning and  they 
have not accessed this service yet, please encourage them to do so. I attach the new break and lunch price list Break and 

Lunch Price list.  Our menu can be found here: Lunch Menu, please note, when we return, we are on Week 1.   
 
Have a great break - it is bank holiday Monday, so we look forward to welcoming back all students on Tuesday at the 
normal time.   
 

Regards,   
 

Mrs Oliphant 

Principal 
 

Facility Hire  
 
All of our fantastic facilities are available for hire during the evenings, weekends and school holidays. 
For the Sports Hall, Activity Hall or our many classrooms, you can view live availability, full details, including prices, as well as 
make booking requests on our lettings website: Granville Academy venue for hire in Swadlincote - SchoolHire 

 
 

 

Year Group Focus: Year 11  
 

I hope this edition of our Year 11 Newsletter finds you well! We have had an incredibly busy start to our summer term. The 
exam countdown has well and truly begun, students received their finalised personal exam timetables on Wednesday. We 
advised all students to ensure they keep their timetable safe and also to take a photo of this on their iPad as a backup 
copy. 

It is a very pressurised time for all students in Year 11 and the disruption caused by Covid added even more difficulty. 
Every day I am proud of the resilience and determination that our Year 11 students are showing, being the first cohort of 
students to have exams after Covid and lockdowns. 

Revision sessions are in full swing and we will leave no stone unturned to ensure that all students enter their exams feeling 
confident in the knowledge that they can fulfil their potential.  I am aware that the coming weeks and months will bring a 
lot of challenges and stress, so please do get in touch if you would like any advice or assistance. 

The preparations for our Prom (7th July) have started and I want to create an unforgettable experience for our students to 
celebrate the journey we have been on and send everyone on their way with memories and photos that will last a lifetime. 
Save the date! 

Today, we held our Year 11 Achievement Assembly, celebrating successes within their subject areas and individual awards 
for students who live our Granville values and who go above and beyond!  

Tutor Comments:  

Mr Phelan, 11A - Year 11 have been eagerly preparing for their GCSE exams starting in May. Which have had many 

discussions around planning their time and organising a revision programme outside of school. For some of the students, 

this comes naturally, for others this is much more difficult. However, 11A have a determination to succeed, showing 

resilience in their approach. As a Form Tutor, it gives me great confidence to see the sketches of revision plans, file cards 

abundant and digital resources being put together and used to aid the process. I am sure this type of endeavour and 

fortitude will allow the students to best succeed.   

https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Break-and-lunch-price-list.pdf?t=1651057884?ts=1651072714
https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Break-and-lunch-price-list.pdf?t=1651057884?ts=1651072714
https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Granville-menu-Feb-2022.pdf?t=1644935304?ts=1649424595
https://granville.schoolhire.co.uk/


I had spoken to a few of them about Billy the Kid, the 19th century American cattle rustler, notorious for not only his 

gunslinger abilities but also his 'knack' of escaping from prisons.  He escaped so many prisons, if you believe the stories, 

because he was always well prepared for capture, he practised getting out of handcuffs, in other words, he had a plan! The 

message being, have a plan!   

Mrs Pritchard, 11B - 11B have made a fantastic start to the new term. After having made revision resources and engaged 

with revision opportunities, such as Period 6 sessions and Katch22 performances before the Easter break, they have 

returned to their studies with focus and tenacity. It is great to see so many of them engaging with flashcards and past 

papers to assist them in their preparations and I wish them all the very best as they begin their examinations. I have great 

faith in them, and with continued hard work, I trust they will reap the rewards for their endeavours.  

Miss Isaac, 11C - With only a couple of weeks left until our exams begin, 11C have really been knuckling down and getting 

themselves in the best possible position for success in the future. I have been really impressed by how many of 11 C have 

been working hard in and out of lessons, including attending Period 6s and Easter School. We have been supporting 

students with preparing revision timetables and techniques, but also remembering how important it is to look after 

ourselves and keep a balance. Today, we attended our Achievement Assembly, and I was so proud to see many of our 

faces up collecting prizes. As usual, the form is storming ahead with achievement points and our attendance has been 

increasing.  

Mr Goddard, 11D - It’s hard to believe that we have so few weeks left as a form. I really have enjoyed being their Form 

Tutor over the last two years. I was extremely impressed by the fact that a lot of the form came in over the Easter break to 

structure their revision. Hopefully, they are now all on track to achieve some excellent results in the summer.  

Mrs Warren, 11E - We are nearly there! I am so proud of each and every one of the students in my form. In their own way, 

they are  showing excellent focus and motivation to do well in their GCSEs! Over the next few weeks, students need to 

continue to attend as many Period 6 sessions as possible and make the most of what's on offer to support their revision! 

Keep up the hard work and revision! Bring on the exams! 

Mr Edwards, 11F- As the examination season approaches 11F are using the time in form time to do additional revision in 

preparation for their examinations. With hard work and determination, I am certain that the students will get the grades 

they deserve. 

“There is no magic to achievement. It’s really about hard work, choices, and persistence.”  Michelle Obama 

Mrs Brown  
Head of Year 11 

 

 

Subject Focus: Maths     

It has been a very busy past few weeks for our students in Maths. I cannot quite believe we are already in the summer 
term, and only weeks away from our Year 11 students sitting their GCSE exams. 

As a department, we have been working really hard to ensure our Year 11 students feel fully prepared for their exams. 
Each class has access to a Showbie group that contains all the information they need, including the exam board pre-
release material, formula sheets, essential knowledge checks, a roadmap of topics that will be assessed, resources for 
each topic, exam questions, practise papers and worked solutions.  

On top of what we are covering during our lessons, we have also got two weeks left of our Friday Period 6 target 
sessions. These really are a great opportunity for our students to go over topics that have been identified as areas of 
need for those individual students in the group, and to take the edge off staying in school an extra hour on a Friday, 
pizza will be available! We would really appreciate your encouragement in ensuring your child attends these last 
remaining sessions. It really could make a difference. 



In addition to this, I am offering a drop-in session every Thursday lunchtime in DGD. This is open to ALL Year 11 
students and I will continue to run this throughout the exam period.  

Although we are doing all we can in school, it is crucial that our Year 11 students continue their independent study at 
home. A revision timetable is a great idea to organise their time and stop the overwhelming feeling of not knowing 
where to start or what to revise and when. We recommend the following resources: Hegarty Maths, Maths Buster, 
Corbettmaths, Mathsgenie, and Onmaths. Corbettmaths and Onmaths have designed resources specifically for the 
Maths OCR GCSE exam and have practice papers available online that are based on the exam board pre-release 
material. 

I know I speak on behalf of all our Year 11 teachers, when I say that we wish our students all the best in their exams.  
We really want them to be successful and we are here to support them in ensuring they reach their full potential and if 
they or you, have concerns or questions, please get in touch.  

In other years, our students have also been working hard and we are so proud of the work Year 10 are doing, we are 
keen to share this with you: 

Below are some examples Mr Taylor and Mr Scott’s year class have been looking at percentages.   

 

 

 



               

Some great work here, 10X3 and great to see you are taking such pride in your book work! 

Mrs Malik’s 10X2 class have started to look at how we can use Trigonometry to calculate missing lengths and angles of 
right-angled triangles. 

   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Miss Warren’s 10X1 have also been looking at non right angled trigonometry and have now started to look at the graphs of 
the Sine, Cosine and Tangent functions. They will go on to see how we can transform these graphs, along with other 
familiar graphs. Miss Warren is so pleased with how 10X1 rises to new challenges and excels in their ability to problem 
solve. These attributes really will be essential in your mathematical journey, 10X1, so keep up the great work! 



 



It is fantastic to see such great work from our students. The pride in their presentation is amazing and reflective of other 
year groups, too. It truly is a pleasure to go and observe the learning that is taking place in maths and see the students 
engaging in their maths lessons and their homework. 

Here’s to another great term. 

Regards 

Mrs Freeman 

Director of Learning for Maths  
 

 


