
Granville Weekly Newsletter 

     
Week Beginning: Monday 4th April 2022 

Message from our Principal, Mrs Oliphant 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Thank you to all the Year 10 Parents and Carers who attended the Parents’ and Carers’ Evening on Monday night.  It was 
great to finally meet some of our parents, in person, and I hope you found the evening informative and purposeful in 
supporting your child’s progress.  Your feedback has been overwhelmingly positive and thank you for taking the time to 
complete our survey.  Your comments matter to us and will always be used to shape and refine our practice.  Feedback 
we are particularly proud of include: 
 

1. My child is happy at this school - 95.2% of parents agree  
 

2. My child does well at this school - 97.5 of parents agree  
 

3. The school lets me know how my child is doing - 92.7% of parents agree  
 

4. There is a good range of subjects available to my child at this school - 95.2% of parents agree 
 

5. My child can take part in clubs and activities at this school - 92.7% of parents agree  
 
Year 11 students should all be aware that we have some final mock exams to complete next week in Science, History 
and Health and Social Care.  Please ensure that revision continues, so that they perform to the best of their ability.  
Period 6 sessions have again started, and will run for the next 3 weeks and all students should have received their Easter 
session timetable.  The curriculum areas that we will be offering on these two days (Monday 11th and Tuesday 12th 
April) is as follows: 
 

Monday 11th March 2022 Tuesday 12th March 2022 

Computer Science Art 

Design Technology French 

English PE 

History Maths 

Science RE 

French 
 

 
 
Well done to all who have shown a mature commitment and immersed themselves in everything we have offered.  I am 
a true believer that hard work pays off, so the genuine effort that students are displaying now will impact positively on 
their final outcomes.   
 
 
Well done to Years 7, 8 and 9, who all made it to the Word Mania 2022 World Challenge finals!  This is a fantastic 
achievement, and it has been great to see students having fun, whilst developing their literacy skills as they race against 
the clock to build as many words as they can in three minutes from 15 randomly generated tiles. How did we do in the 
grand final… all will be revealed as this has happened TODAY! 



Please note, as of Friday the 1st April, the DfE guidance around Covid -19 has changed.  From this date, students with a 
positive test are advised to stay at home and avoid contact with other people for three days.  Under the new guidance 
there is no need for a negative test before students should return to school.  We all know the importance of good 
attendance, this has been reiterated to students in our assemblies last week, and for those who test and are not 
positive, we encourage you to attend and attempt the day, so that you do not miss important content within your 
lessons. 
 
This week, it was a joy to be part of the Crest Awards Celebration Evening.  Thank you to all who attended and I hope 
you enjoyed the evening as much as I did.  What fabulous, articulate, talented students we have within our academy.  
Their presentations were simply stunning and we are very proud of their success and achievement.  Well done to 
everyone who took part and I look forward to watching the progress of the next cohort of students, who will be given 
this opportunity to get involved as we grow the programme.  
 

 
 
Finally, a reminder that our menu for next week can be found here: Lunch Menu, please note, we are on Week 3.  
 
Have a great weekend.  
 
Regards,   
 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal 

 

 

Year Group Focus: Year 9  
 
 
It is  hard to believe that we are nearly at the end of the second term of Year 9! Where has the time gone! The year 
group are going from strength to strength and there has been lots of fantastic work across the year group this term. I 
am thoroughly looking forward to celebrating all the positive work and achievements during our Achievement 
Assembly  the first week back after Easter. 
 
Over the last couple of weeks, I have been visiting many lessons across the year group, and have been able to see 
students progress, excellent attitude to learning and focus in lessons. Following the recent Academic Summaries that 
have been issued, I wanted to pass on to parents and carers that I am incredibly impressed with the year group as a 
whole from an academic point of view and look forward to seeing this continue in the last term of Year 9, as we look 
forward to starting GCSE options in September. 
The next few months are an important time for the year group and it is incredibly important that all the students 
understand the benefit of maintaining focus in lessons, having excellent attendance and excellent attitude to learning 
across their subjects. Work being started now in subjects is the beginning of some GCSE topics and are important to 
help with that key knowledge and understanding. Students who are focused and dedicated now are setting the 
foundations to succeed, achieve and aspire as we enter the next two important years for the year group.  

https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Granville-Lunch-Menu.pdf


Earlier this term, I had the pleasure of being part of the 2nd STEM Day with a third of the year group. It was great to see 
students work together in groups to plan, design, discuss and create their aircrafts. Students then had the opportunity 
to test these to see which creation went the furthest! Well done to all the students involved in this and I look forward 
to being part of the third and final STEM Day later this year. 
 
Career’s Week has also taken place recently, and it has been great to see lots of students in the year group getting 
involved in the sessions and having important discussions with Form Tutors during registration time. If any students in 
the year group would like some further support and guidance regarding post 16 options and careers after Year 11, 
please ask students to come and speak to me or we can look at arranging for students to speak with our dedicated 
Careers Lead in school. 
 
This week, Miss Gibson and myself have launched the Outwood Bounds trip to Wales in November 2022. The trip is 
solely for Year 9 students and those interested have taken letters regarding the trip. If students are interested in joining 
us for an outdoor adventure, parents / carers are required to complete the slip at the bottom of the letter and pay the 
deposit on ParentPay. The deposit on ParentPay secures your child’s place on the trip. There are limited spaces 
available on the trip. Any questions regarding the trip, please contact myself or Miss Gibson. 
 
Finally, I would like to send a further reminder to parents / carers regarding uniform expectations.   Hoodies are not 
allowed in school and students will be asked to remove these if they are brought into school. Nose studs (metal and 
clear) are not allowed in school and students will be asked to remove these, and consequences will be put into place if 
this is not followed. Students are also not allowed to wear trainers in school. 
 
As a year group, there are so many positives on a day to day basis at this current time. I have every confidence that the 
year group will continue to demonstrate their excellent attitude to learning and commitment to their studies 
throughout the rest of Year 9!  I look forward to celebrating recent successes in our Achievement Assembly after Easter 
and look forward to updating parents / carers regarding this in my next newsletter update. 
 
If you have any queries or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me via email on: 
atempest.granville@deferrerstrust.com or by telephoning the school. If I do not speak to you before, I hope you all 
have a wonderful and restful Easter break. 

 
Mr Tempest  
Head of Year 9 

 

Subject Focus: PE and Creative Arts   
 

Physical Education 

Year 8 Dodgeball Students from Year 8 travelled to Robert 
Sutton to take part in the dodgeball district qualifier. The 
students played really well, winning three out of their four 
games. This resulted in the team finishing as runners up to 
Paget High School. I was really impressed with the 
enthusiasm, teamwork and skill that the students 
displayed in all of the games. They demonstrated high 
levels of flexibility, as they dodged, ducked, dipped, dived 
and dodged some more in their quest for victory! Well 

done to all of the boys involved, they were a credit to our Granville community and I hope to see them represent the 
school in more district competitions in the future.  Mr S Friswell  

mailto:atempest.granville@deferrerstrust.com


On Saturday 19th March, Joel ran in the English School Cross Country 
competition, held in Kent. The event saw the nation’s best cross country 
runners competing against each other in an extremely competitive race 
with over 300 other runners. Joel ran a brilliant race, in which he was 
able to complete with an impressive sprint finish!  A Fantastic run 
amongst a tough field. Well done, Joel. Mr J Goddard  

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7s participated in a Year 7 rugby tournament. 
A fantastic event, in which the players got to play 
their games on the first team pitch. Some great 
tackles and impressive tries saw the team finish 
3rd overall. Mr Goddard and Miss Isaac were 
extremely impressed by the players attitude and 
conduct and the level of improvement evident as 
the tournament progressed. 

 

 

 

Year 7 Rugby captain George designed the above summary of the tournament. Thank you, George!   



 

Burton Albion Takeover 

Thank you to all our students and parents and carers, who attended 
The de Ferrers Takeover at Pirelli Stadium on Saturday 12th March.  
It was fantastic to see so many of you there, and to receive 
messages thanking us for the opportunity. A wonderful day was had 
by all and topped with a win, 3-2! Miss Price. 

 

 

 

Barclays Game Changer 

 We are delighted to inform our school community that 
Georgia H in Year 9 has been offered the opportunity to be 
part of the Barclays Game Changers programme. Barclays 
Game Changers will be part of a wider community of young 
women and girls across England helping to give all girls the 
same opportunities to play football in school as boys. 
Nominated by Miss Price, Georgia will represent the voice of 
her peers and learn to tell her story and journey to influence 
teachers, parents and carers, decision makers and other young 
people on the importance of allowing every girl to have equal 

access to football in school. Georgia is 1 of only 226 young people across England to be selected to become a Barclays 
Game Changer. Georgia has been making contact with local clubs to explore opportunities for the students at Granville. 
These opportunities will be shared as part of our ‘This Girl Can Week’ in June. If your daughter would like to gain access 
to leadership opportunities and continue to grow the game, please encourage them to attend Girls’ Football on 
Wednesdays after-school (2:45 p.m. until 3:45 p.m.). Miss Price.  

Winning Minds Project - Students in year 7 have been completing the Winning Minds project with Adam Woolley 
from Derby Country Community Trust for the past 6 weeks. Sessions have taken part in their PE lessons and have 
looked at the importance of sleep, healthy eating, positive mindset and how to deal with stress. Students have also 
attended an after school club and are developing their own social action project to develop positive relationships 
with the local community. The next 6 sessions of the project will focus on a Young Leaders Award for participants. 
Mrs Brickley  

 



 

 

Art 

Year 7 are currently enjoying their printing 
lessons using printing ink, rollers and press 
print, basing their work on their link artist 
from their Buildings project. They have been 
very busy! 

Year 8 have been practising portrait 
proportions and are about to put all their 
skills together to complete their final 
portraits, linking to their choice of one of two 
artists. I am looking forward to seeing their 
final pieces come to fruition as their practice 
pieces have been super! 

Year 9 are revisiting their portrait skills from 
Year 8 and are working on using a lot of different creative techniques from drawing, collage, inks, foil embossing, 
charcoal and pen work. They will be creating a portrait that will morph into another creature or have a sci-fi feel to 
it, depending on their choice of artist. 

Year 10 have started their extended project based on natural forms, currently they are looking at the Art Nouveau 
movement and have been completing workshops based on this topic, including foil embossing, waxed tea bags and 
currently batik wax skills. Some lovely work has been produced so far! 

Year 11 are working on their last art project, which is really showcasing their skills and progress even though they 
have had to work during some difficult times. They will be shortly revisiting their portfolios to make sure all work is 
refined, where necessary. 

The image above is by Harry L and is part of his Natural Forms project. 

Miss Shearer  

 

 

 

 



 

Drama 

 Year 7 students have been learning about the use 
of body language and facial expressions to 
communicate with the   audience as they tell the 
story of "Sally", a young girl who is terrified of the 
old lady who lives down the road. Sally’s 
monologue tells us that the old lady is a witch, but 
as the story unfolds, we see that we are only 
getting one side of the story. 

Year 8 students are creating a piece of drama 
based on a stimulus picture. The picture is 
designed to get students thinking and they have 
come up with some fantastic ideas about " Life and 
Death" " Honesty" "Loneliness" " Putting on a 
brave face" among many others. They include lots of non-naturalistic elements in their work, such as freeze frames, 
monologues, flashbacks and split stages. 

 

 

Year 9 students are studying the text "Kes", a very 
well-known play about a young boy in 1960's 
Yorkshire, who seems destined to a life working 
down the pit until he discovers his skills in Falconry 
and looks to have found a way out of the life 
everyone expects him to live. 

Year 11 students are working on the script DNA, 
which is the set text for their up and coming GCSE 
paper. A group of teenagers, who meet in a wood, 
find themselves creating a complex web of lies as 
they try to cover up a guilty secret.  

Mr Jolley  

 

 

 

 



Health & Social  

Year 11 students have been preparing for 
their upcoming exams by completing 
focused revision during lessons. Topics 
covered include skills, attributes and 
behaviours, care planning, person-centred 
care, legislation and care values. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 students have been looking at 
transitions and significant life events that 
occur in different life stages and have 
produced some excellent coursework on 
this topic. 

 



 

 

 

Music 

 



 

Year 7 - After successfully creating their composition of a pentatonic march (a march of 5 notes), we have now moved 
onto studying the instruments of the orchestra, with live performances, where possible of many instruments. After 
Easter, we will be creating and performing pieces based on programme music (music that tells a story) and looking at 
pieces, such as ‘In the hall of the mountain king’ by Edvard Grieg. More commonly known as the theme tune to Alton 
Towers.  

Year 8 - Having used their iPads to create their own Samba music incorporating ‘Samba de Janerio’ into the tracks.  
Year 8  have now moved on to the 12 bar blues, looking at its origins and how the music developed and changed over 
time. Please encourage them to practise at home on their iPads / or another instrument, the walking bass line and 
chord sequence. They will also start to develop their guitar skills in playing the chord pattern for the 12 bar blues.  A 
photograph of both skills are above. 

Year 9 - We are currently learning about how pop music from the 1950’s developed to what it is today. We will be 
playing and performing many pieces of different styles. After Easter, we will start to create their own pop songs and 
perform using the keyboards, guitars, drum kit, microphones etc. as with Year 8. If they have an instrument at home, 
please encourage them to practise. 

Mr Jackson 

Extra-curricular Timetable PE & Creative Arts 

 



Community Clubs 

The clubs listed below, currently take place at Granville Academy. If your child would like to take part in one of these clubs, please 

contact the lead coaches, using the contact details provided below. 

SWADLINCOTE LASERS BASKETBALL CLUB 

Saturdays 14:00-17:00                                                    

Contact Craig - 07970 846393 

  

SWADLINCOTE KARATE CLUB 

Tuesdays 18:00-20:00 

Contact Matthew - 07594 441287 

lichfieldsportkarateclub@hotmail.com 

BURTON JUNIOR NETBALL GROUP 

Tuesdays 17:00-19:00 

Contact Mags - 07961 236101 

margaretwarren1958@icloud.com 

SWADLINCOTE GIRLS FOOTBALL CLUB                       

Wednesdays 18:30-19:30                                     

Contact Simon - 07411 367565 

simongara@aol.com 

Theatre Cats Stage School 

Theatre Cats Stage School is an exciting and dynamic school of Theatre Arts that 
was established in Burton on Trent in January 2008. Theatre Cats is for children and young adults, aged between 5 
and 16 years of age, and offers theatre classes in Burton, Swadlincote and Mickleover. 

Theatre Cats pride themselves on being a friendly, inclusive and exciting stage school, which offers everyone - 
regardless of previous experience, the opportunity for development to become the best they can be. Their aim is to 
encourage confidence and self-esteem through the performing arts. Learning through these art forms, allows children 
to explore their creativity and have fun, whilst leaving their shyness and worries behind. 

To  find out more or to register your interest, simply pop along to www.TheatreCats.co.uk  or call 01283 337953. 

Thank you for your continued support, 

Miss J Price  

Director of Learning for PE and Creative Arts    

 

Email: jprice.granville@deferrerstrust.com  

http://www.theatrecats.co.uk/
http://www.theatrecats.co.uk/


 


