
 

 

   Granville Weekly Newsletter  
     
     Week Beginning: Monday 4th October 2021 
  

 

Message from Mrs Oliphant 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Thank you to all the students who were present and assisted with activities to promote our academy during our first live 
Open Evening.  You were all a real credit to us and made the staff very proud.  I said in my opening speech that you are our 
strongest advocates and you absolutely were.  Parents and carers, it was lovely to open the doors and meet some of you 
for the first time who have older students at the school.  We hoped you enjoyed your visit and now have a sense of our 
goals and purpose as we continue on our journey to excellence.  Attendance during the evening was very high, for those 
that would like to see the academy again in action, Mrs Hewart will provide a number of dates to allow this to happen. 
 
Well done to all of the Year 11 who are attending our additional period 6 lessons.  I am hearing positive reports from the 
staff about your effort, commitment and positive attitudes.  Your mock exams are scheduled for week beginning Monday 
8th November for two weeks, and we will be running a Parental GCSE Workshop on Tuesday 12th October 2021 from 5.50 
p.m. to 6.30 p.m., which will be focused on techniques and strategies that can be used at home to support preparation 
and revision at these important times.  The evening will focus on the core subjects, Maths, English and Science but many 
things will naturally be transferable to other areas.  We hope that you can attend. Click the link to view letter: Year 11 
Parent/Carer GCSE Revision Evening  
 
You may be aware that South Derbyshire has seen a spike in Covid cases over the past two weeks.  We are working hard to 
manage infection control, and as a preventative measure, will be asking all staff and students to return to wearing masks 
in communal areas for up to half term.  As you will have picked up last week, we have our testing centre on alert, and in 
response to the data, we may plan for other year groups to be tested; but we ask that you support us by ensuring your 
child tests regularly at home.  We are asking all parents to submit their LTF identification number for the next three weeks 
- three times a week so that we can be confident the tests are happening.  Please submit this information using the 
following link: Lateral Flow Testing - Student Form  It is essential that everyone plays their part in keeping our academy  
and our community safe, so please commit to this up to half term.  As an academy, we have deliberately remained in 
zoned areas at social times thus reducing contact with other year groups and have staggered the end of the school day to 
support this.  Hand sanitisers remain on every door and should be used regularly.  Students must continue to be cautious 
and remember the Hands, Face, Space guidance at all times. 
 
I attach the poster below that I hope clarifies the key messages around attendance and Covid-19. 
 

 
 

https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/GCSE-Revision-EveningOCt.pdf
https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/GCSE-Revision-EveningOCt.pdf
https://forms.gle/qsk1rxak34QqVZzw5


At the beginning of the year, we communicated that our culture of living the Granville Academy values every lesson, every 
day, was to be driven by our rewards and recognition policy.  This policy was designed by our students, for our students.  
This week saw our first 'spot prize week'  . Students were given an achievement point target in order to be entered into  a 
prize draw.  Year 7, 8 and 9 students received Granville Academy water bottles.  With 100 being awarded this afternoon.  
For Year 10 and 11 students, £200 worth of One4All vouchers were awarded and we hope our students enjoy these prizes. 
 

      
 
We have also been rewarding our students, who this academic year to date, have achieved 100% attendance.  Remember, 
that this now resets and we focus on the last three weeks of this half term, so please make every effort to be here.   
 
Have a great weekend.  Stay safe. 
 
Regards, 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal  

 

 

 

Careers Fair - Thursday 21st October  
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
As announced in last week’s newsletter, we are holding a Careers Fair for our Year 9 and 10 students (during lessons 4 and 
5 on Thursday 21st October,  and this will be followed by our Year 11 Post 16 Options Evening, from 4.00 p.m. until  
6.30 p.m., which is open to students and parents/carers.   Please note that it is for students only when our Year 9 and 10's 
visit the careers fair during the school day.   
 
We have employers ranging from Electricians through to the Army attending, as well as local colleges, universities and 
training providers.  I will confirm nearer to the time of other employers who will be attending the event.  
 
I will be emailing parents/carers a Google form shortly, which will allow us to find out your preferred time to attend the 
event (which will be held in our Sports Hall).  We will be holding a welcome talk/overview of the event talk in the Main Hall 
at 4.00 p.m. and 5.15 p.m. prior to you attending the event in the nearby Sports Hall.  When you receive the Google form, 
please complete and return it to us promptly.   This will allow us to gain an idea of the numbers who will be attending, and 
help us to avoid large numbers arriving all in one go.  
 
We encourage all parents/carers to walk into school for the event where possible,  or park respectfully in the nearby area if 
you have to drive in,  as parking is limited on site.  Please inform us before the event if parking is needed near to the school, 
should you have a disability etc and we'll do our best to accommodate you. 
 

Mr Lambeth  
Careers Lead   
 

 

 

 

 

 



Year Group Focus: 9 
 

Firstly, I would like to say to all Year 9 parents and carers, I hope you have had a lovely summer holiday! I know it seems 
like a while ago, but this is the first opportunity I have had to write to you. It has been a whirlwind 4 weeks back to start the 
new term! It has been great to welcome Year 9 back to school over the last few weeks; settling them back into normal 
routines across the school. 

I remember meeting the students for the first time 12 months ago, and it has been great to watch  them on their journey 
over the last year. Fingers crossed, we will have an undisrupted year as we build towards options and GCSEs next year! 

I have been massively impressed with how well the students have settled back into school after 6 weeks off, getting used to 
being back in lessons around the school and getting used to the new school rooms and building names. The year group 
have taken this in their stride. 

Uniform has been, on the whole, excellent, and I thank all parents/carers for their support with the uniform and ensuring 
we maintain high expectations. As a quick reminder, no tight fitting trousers are allowed and skirts need to be the pleated 
style skirt. We expect them to be worn at knee length.  Socks should also be above the ankles. If you have any questions 
about uniforms, please contact me. 

Last year, we had excellent attendance across the year and it is my aim to maintain those standards during Year 9. It is 
great to hear already that there is some healthy competition between tutor groups to try and win the Attendance Trophy 
and be the best tutor group for attendance! Let the battle commence… 9E and 9F are currently leading this at the moment! 
Well done to both tutor groups. 

iPads have now been rolled out across the year group and it has been great to see students getting used to using these 
across their lessons. These are a vital piece of equipment and students need to ensure these are charged and brought into 
school every day. Tutors will be doing regular checks on iPads each week to check they are being looked after. Please can 
students check that they can access the SIMs Student app as this will be vital to keep up to date with homework and 
information. If you are unable to access this, please inform your Form Tutor. Similarly, if any parents/carers are having 
difficulties accessing the parent app, please let me know, so I can look into this for you. 

Our Anti-Bullying mentors have been launched across the school over the last couple of weeks and I am excited to see this 
develop across the school in the coming months. We have 10 students in Year 9 who are Mentors for our year group. These 
students completed their first training session last week on how to provide peer on peer support. They are identified in 
school with a purple tie and badge. I would like to congratulate the following students for completing their training last 
week:- Well done to:- Leah P, Lottie P, Maria C-P, Ella W, Robbie H, Katie U, Kiya L-M, Jordan A. 

There will also be lots of further leadership opportunities across the school to get involved with this year, and I look 
forward to seeing Year 9 getting involved! Student Voice is also launching in the coming weeks, and tutor groups will be 
discussing and nominating Student Voice representatives to join the team and provide feedback on key aspects across the 
academy. 

If you would like to discuss anything with me, please do not hesitate to email me via 
atempest.granville@deferrerstrust.com  I would be more than happy to answer any questions or concerns that you have. 
Your child can also speak to their Form Tutor if they have any questions or concerns. 

As I’ve mentioned previously, I am extremely proud of the year group as a whole and it has been fantastic to see them all 
back in lessons and hitting the ground running in the first few weeks! I look forward to providing a further update in the 
coming weeks! 

Thank you once again for your continued support. 

Mr Tempest 

Head of Year 9# 

 

 

mailto:atempest.granville@deferrerstrust.com


Student Leadership Team 

Our Student Leadership team have been introduced to the students during the first few weeks. The team is made up of 5 
Year 11 students (2 Head students and 3 Deputy Head students). These students are in place to act as role models for our 
student body, run and oversee key initiatives and student leadership opportunities and to support students across the 
school. 

Our Student Leadership Team are identified with our gold ties and Leadership Team badges. They all have a legacy project, 
which they will be working together to achieve over the coming year, working with students and staff. I am incredibly 
excited to see these projects develop over the coming year! Please see below a short introduction from the team.  

 

Kiera B- Head Girl 

“Hi, I’m Keira B, and I am proud to be Granville’s new Head Girl. I am looking forward to working with 
Granville’s new team to help improve student’s mental health and their wellbeing and to listen to 
student’s ideas and support them however I can. I am very approachable , students can feel free to come 
and talk to me about any ideas or concerns. Thank you” 

Harry L- Head Boy 

“Hi, I’m Harry L, and I am the new Head Boy at Granville Academy. I have really enjoyed my time at 
Granville and I'm hoping to be able to work with students and teachers over the next year to contribute to 
some positive changes around the school. I believe it’s essential for students to be able to openly voice 
their opinions and ideas, so as Head Boy, I look at taking onboard as many ideas and suggestions from 
students as I can. I‘m hoping we can work towards reintroducing some clubs and activities from pre- covid 
times as well as introducing some new clubs and activities for other students to get involved in. 
Environmental issues are becoming more important, and at Granville, I would like to see some increased 
steps to improve our school environment by introducing more recycling and less waste around the site. I would really like to 
hear any ideas or suggestions from students on how we can improve our school and school life over the next year to ensure 
students get the best possible experience from Granville”. 

 Lauren W- Deputy Head Girl 

“Hi, I'm Lauren, and I am the Deputy Head Girl at Granville Academy. What I hope to achieve at the 
academy is for students to feel as though they are supported more by fellow students and that they are 
understood by teachers. I also want to have an impact on how students treat each other, in order to 
improve their school life. I’m always here to support students and listen to their issues or advice”. 

George C- Deputy Head Boy 

“Hi I’m George, and I am one of your Deputy Head Boys here at Granville. I hope I can use my time well to 

improve the learning experience for all students in the school. I also would like to make sure that school 
grounds are a safe place to enjoy day to day school life. Have a great day!”  

Louis M- Deputy Head Boy 

“Hello students and parents and carers of Granville Academy, I am Louis M, one of your Deputy Head Boys 
this year at Granville. A few things about me are; I love Drama and musicals, I’ve had 3 operations on my left arm, and when 
I leave Granville, I would like to become an actor or a Drama teacher. My role as a Deputy is to always be open-minded and 
approachable to you and your peers. The legacies that I would like to bring to Granville this year are, Improve mental 



health- we can do this by adding a Mental Health Box that will be down in Support and Guidance for any 
worries that you have or questions that you would like a student leader to answer for you. Promote a 
healthy lifestyle - we can do this by doing fun exercise clubs that will be accessible to all years. Culture 
weeks - we can do this by raising awareness for other cultures, this can happen when talking in form and 
their food will be in the canteen for the whole week. Fundraiser- fun activities and the money that we 
raise will go to small local charities within the local community. And again, if any of you have any 
questions for us student leaders, please come and speak to us as we are there for you. Thank you”. 

 

Mr Tempest  
Head of Year 9  

 

 

 

Subject Focus: English     
 

Our Year 7 students are beginning their English learning journey with a focus on heroes and villains throughout time. 

Students have been exploring a range of fiction texts, including studying Beowulf. Mrs Pritchard’s classes, 7X3 and 7Y3, have 

been studying language changes alongside the study of the characters. They have also explored characteristics of some of 

Shakespeare’s villains, including Lady Macbeth and King Richard III. This module will take students on a trip through time, 

encouraging them to consider how both Aristotle and Shakespeare have shaped the modern villains, including Bellatrix 

Lestrange in Harry Potter and The Red Queen in Alice In Wonderland, alongside those we see in today’s society.  

 

Tracking the presentation of character- Jessica  

Year 8 students have started the year with a study of the key features of the gothic genre. Mr Asif’s classes, 8Y2 and 8X4, 

have been successfully establishing a range of vocabulary to help them express their understanding of the gothic 

components. Students have been identifying these through extracts from Great Expectations by Charles Dickens and 

Dracula by Bram Stoker. After mastering a range of creative writing techniques, Year 8 had the chance to implement these 

into their own description of a gothic setting. This exciting module encourages students to make comparisons between 

different representations of monsters and provides them with the opportunity to develop their own writing skills through 

the creation of their own monstrous character. 

 

Explicit Vocabulary- Ashton 



To begin with, Year 9 students are exploring what a utopian and dystopian society looks like through a range of non-fiction 

and fiction texts including 1984, The Hunger Games and The Handmaid’s Tale. Miss Wallace has been impressed with the 

written responses about the dystopian characteristics from 9X3. Through this exploration, Year 9 have considered the 

implications of technology and made links to current events. This has fed into a writing task where students unpick the 

writer’s perspective from a newspaper article about the relationship between social media and privacy. Developing their 

analysis skills is a focus, as they practice annotating and constructing critical responses. 

  

Written response and feedback -Patricija  

Year 10 students are beginning their Key Stage 4 journey with a study of Language Paper 1. They started the unit by securing 

a sound understanding of the requirements for each question and the assessment objectives. Students have been using a 

shadow paper to apply the learning and to practice using the skills required for each question. This week, they have been 

focusing on the writing component and developing their creative writing skills alongside understanding the requirement to 

construct a clear plan. Mrs Brown was impressed with how students in 10X2 deconstructed a model response to the 

descriptive writing task. 

 

Deconstructing Language Paper 1 Question 5 response- Laci  

 This term Year 11 students are studying Macbeth by William Shakespeare in preparation for their English Literature GCSE. 

Students started with a focus on understanding the context, plot and characters. They have been shaping their own ideas 

about character flaws, influences and fate as they read and explore each scene in the play. There is a focus on developing an 

understanding of the language and an appreciation of how Shakespeare’s use of methods creates meaning. There have 

been interesting discussions taking place this week about how Lady Macbeth is perceived as a villainous character and 

focusing on how she initially defies the expectations of Jacobean society. 



 

Analysis of the witches in Macbeth- Keira 

  

Mrs Brown  
Director of learning for English  
 

 

 


