
 
          Granville Weekly Newsletter 

     
                    Week Beginning: Monday 5th September 2022 

                      

Message from our Principal, Mrs Oliphant 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
This is our final communication of the academic year.  Thank you to all parents and carers for your support throughout the 
year, and I look forward to working with you all in 2022/23. Well done to all of our amazing students. You have worked 
hard and lived our values, and we have had many highlights across the year. As always, we constantly strive to improve and 
will continue to have the highest of standards and expectations in everything we do to secure the very best outcomes for 
students in our care. 
 
Sadly, this year, we say goodbye to Mr Jolley, who has served at the academy for a staggering 35 years. Mr Jolley is 
beginning a new chapter in his life. Thank you to members of the community who have sent tributes in and memoirs for his 
leaving gifts and we all wish him well on his next adventure. 
 
We are also saying goodbye to Mrs James, Miss Berkers, Miss Starkey, Mrs Pritchard, Mrs Dos Santos and Mr Poole. We 
wish them well, as they move to their new schools, or pastures new, and thank them for all of their hard work here at 
Granville Academy.  Whilst it is always sad to see staff move, we are pleased to welcome some new members to our team.   
 
In September, we welcome: 
 
Miss Roe - Teacher of Geography 
Miss Oyinlola - Teacher of Science 
Mrs Morland - Teacher of Art 
Mr McIlveen - Teacher of PE 
Mrs Matthews - Teacher of English & Literacy Lead 
Mr Fisher - Teacher of Maths 
Ms Clifton - Teacher of Drama 
Miss Brimsted - Teacher of English 
Mr Baxter - Teacher of History 
 
Whilst you will note that some staff are direct replacements for departing staff, we are pleased to also begin to grow some 
departments within our academy, in response to the increasing numbers on role, testament to the success of our academy 
and I am sure that they will all be real assets, as we continue on our journey in 2022, bringing subject expertise, passion 
and energy to our academy. 
 
As we look now to the new academic year, we will be operating a staggered start.  All students return on Monday 5th 
September.  The day will operate as detailed: 
 

 
 

Monday 5th 
September 

2022 

               Year 7 

Arrive 08.00am - 08.25am 

Line up at 08.30am on the 

Tennis Courts  

Year 10 and Year 11 

Arrive 09.10am - 09.25am 

Line up 9.30am 

 

 

Year 8 and Year 9 

Arrive 10.30am - 10.40am 

Line up 10.45am 

 



All students will spend a period of registration with their Form Tutors, and will all begin normal timetabled lessons at 
Period 5.  High expectations and standards are expected at all times, as are the norm within our academy. 

Year 7 will be issued with a new “Ready to Learn” pack.  All students in Years 8-11 will be expected to arrive with their 
Ready to Learn packs, fully stocked (these were issued free of charge this year).  All items are available on ParentPay, but 
on Thursday 1st September, 1.00pm until 3.00pm, we will be offering “Early Bird” discounted prices for new Ready to Learn 
packs. On this day, they will be half-price (£2 instead of £4), which is below the cost-price that they are normally sold at. 
Free sanitary products will also be available during this event. Please put the date in your diary, so that you can take 
advantage of this offer.   

During the holiday period, we will also have a donation station available outside of Reception for uniform contributions.  
This will support us to stock our Guardians of Granville initiative and provide parents and carers with opportunity to 
purchase high quality preloved items. These will be on sale for small donations on Thursday 1st September, alongside the 
Ready to Learn packs. Please ensure students are well prepared, ready to start the new term and be successful. iPads must 
be charged. I must insist on a sense of purposefulness, and a commitment to these standards in organisation and 
presentation, so that we can focus on lesson delivery - high quality teaching and learning.  If you are concerned about 
uniform or equipment and need our support, please contact your child’s Head of Year in advance.   

At the end of a great year, I wish you all a safe, enjoyable break and look forward to everything that the new academic year 
brings! 

Kind regards,  
 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal 

 

Facility Hire  
 

All of our fantastic facilities are available for hire during the evenings, weekends and school holidays. 
For the Sports Hall, Activity Hall or our many classrooms, you can view live availability, full details, including prices, as well as 
make booking requests on our lettings website: Granville Academy venue for hire in Swadlincote - SchoolHire 

 

Upcoming Events 
Monday 22nd August - Friday 26th August – Year 6 Summer School 
Thursday 25th August -  Year 11 GCSE Results Day  
Thursday 1st September - Academy Inset Day - school closed to students 
Friday 2nd September - Academy Inset Day - school closed to students 
Monday 5th September - All students return to the academy - start of Autumn Term 1 
 
Monday 12th September - School Photographs 
Monday 12- Friday 26th September - Baseline assessments Year 7 
17th and 18th September - D of E Final Camp  
Thursday 22nd September - Year 6 Open Evening 
Friday 23rd September - Global Day of Languages - Nottingham University Trip 
Wednesday 28th September - Year 10 Geography Field Work Trip  
Wednesday 12 October - Battlefields Trip - Year 11  
Monday 17th October - Year 7 Meet the Tutor Evening, 4.00 p.m. until 7.00 p.m.  
Thursday 20th October - Careers Fair/Post 16 Options Evening - Year 11  
Thursday 24th November - Year 11 Parents and Carers Evening  
Friday 25th November - INSET Day  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://granville.schoolhire.co.uk/


Year Group Focus: Year 7 
 

It is an honour to be contributing to the last newsletter of the academic year. It has been a vibrant and successful year, and I 

hope that the year 7s have really enjoyed the last couple of weeks, and relished all the rewards they have achieved.  They 

have worked exceptionally hard and should be proud of their many successes. 

Our Carnival, which was hosted by the PE and Creative Arts department, celebrated all the students, who collected their 

stamps for attending after school activities. The commitment that these students showed to attending their activities meant 

they gained an additional hour of fun in the school day, as well as the varied experiences from the extracurricular activities 

on offer.   

 

Sports day was a highlight for the whole academy, as it is every year. With the sunny weather and the phenomenal results 

achieved by Year 7, a fantastic day was had by all. It has been a delight to hear how proud the students were of their 

achievements. A special shout out to all those who won in their events, including 7B girls in the relay as well as 7A boys! 

We celebrated the final week of Year 7 with our Rewards Assembly. It was a joy to be able to celebrate all the achievements 

of this academic term and the year as a whole. It is clear to see that our students have a bright future ahead of them.  So 

many of our students have taken massive strides forward, both academically and personally. We started the year with many 

students who were shy and apprehensive about joining secondary school, and now they are becoming confident young 

people, who are excited about moving up to Year 8! It has been a privilege to be your Head of Year and I look forward to the 

next academic year.  I am confident that we will continue to grow and shine in all that we do! 

If you have any queries about the next academic year, I will be available via email week beginning Monday 22nd August at 

jwhite.granville@deferrerstrust.com  

I wish you all a restful and sunny summer holiday and look forward to seeing you all again in September!  

Mrs White  
Head of Year 7 

 

Subject Focus: Design Technology         
 

The final update of the year, where has the time gone? Thank you again for all your support throughout the year. Included 

in this addition are some useful links and ideas that you may want to participate in over the summer. Hope you all have a 

restful summer. 

Food Technology 

Year 7 -  This half term, Year 7 have been conducting their final assessed practical: Ultimate Cookies. This practical has been 

testing their ability to plan, prepare and bake the perfect cookies. Afterwards, they conduct a sensory analysis on their 

practical to see if there is anything that they could do to make it even better!  

mailto:jwhite.granville@deferrerstrust.com


 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 students have been planning their final assessed practical from scratch. They have been applying their previously 

learned knowledge on special dietary requirements to produce their own recipe specifically altered for a dietary 

requirement such as vegetarianism or a diet low in fat. We have seen amazing dishes such as lamb burgers, lentil meatballs 

and low-fat Macaroni and Cheese. Well done year 9!  

 

 

 

 

 

For those Year 9s that have taken Food as their GCSE Option, below are some useful pre-reading activities:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/znnqqhv/revision/1 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zpt33k7/revision/1 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8rqw6f/revision/1 

Year 10 have been very busy completing their food mock exams, which gave them an experience of what the real exam 

will be like. Well done, Year 10! We are currently completing a mock NEA 1 in food investigation, which is going very well. 

This is to give the Year 10s experience before they start their real NEA 1 in September. Year 10 would benefit in topping up 

their practical skills over the summer holidays, especially in pastry and pasta making. Here are some recipes:  

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/rough-puff-pastry (makes 700g) 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/apple-blueberry-danishes 

 

Year 7 and 8 Rocket Car Club - Over the last five weeks, students have been designing and making their own rocket 

car. This involved designing and making the wheels and spoilers using Techsoft 2D Design and the laser cutter. They then 

shaped the biodegradable polystyrene body to increase the aerodynamic shape of the car. Vinyl cut graphics were then 

applied to enhance the aesthetic quality of the cars. The final products were very pleasing. 

All of the hard work culminated in the students testing their cars using the compressed CO2 cannisters.  The cars reached a 

speed of over 23mph!! 

                       

Please click on this link for a short video that shows the making and testing of the rocket cars: 

https://youtu.be/3elXxfI62M0 

Jack R Amy H Macey A 

Jorja G Erin K  Katie E  
Roxana P 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/znnqqhv/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zpt33k7/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8rqw6f/revision/1
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/rough-puff-pastry
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/apple-blueberry-danishes
https://youtu.be/3elXxfI62M0


If any student wishes to develop and refine their Design Technology skills, then please go to my YouTube channel, there are 

a range of activities they can do. Remember to like and Subscribe! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdiLB70tItZoUXMjR4BVl7A 

 
 

Competition you can enter…It would be great if we could have students from Granville Academy enter some of 

these competitions over the summer:  

            

RSPCA Young Photographer Awards:  https://young.rspca.org.uk/ypa/about? 

The RSPCA Young Photographer Awards 2022 is now in its 32nd year and Chris Packham has been involved with the 

competition since it began back in 1990. He is one of the team Judges.  

Lego Robot Club In Lego Robot Club, we have been focusing on building skills in creating and programming robots.  In 
this term, we focused upon building rescue robots that can serve a real-world purpose.  We have also had a go at some 
creative self-build robot ideas. Please see the pictures below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 GCSE Computing Science - Moving into Year 11 

I hope you have a well-earned rest over the summer break. However, it would really be useful if you could focus your 
attention on recapping the areas that we have been working on in class over Year 10. 

Some good resources to help you: 

● You have been given a box of Revision Cards, these have quick key questions on them and will be really useful in 
consolidating your understanding. 

● There are videos on YouTube that cover all aspects of what we have covered in year 10: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCiOXwirraUAEhj4TUjMxYm4593B2dUPF 

● These videos have been created to support the exam specification J277. 
● On Showbie, there is the revision folder and the GCSE workbook that has discussions on each topic covered, there is 

also a worksheet that follows each topic. 
● BBC Bitesize revision for OCR computing Science: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zmtchbk 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdiLB70tItZoUXMjR4BVl7A
https://young.rspca.org.uk/ypa/about?
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCiOXwirraUAEhj4TUjMxYm4593B2dUPF
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zmtchbk


Year 9 Moving to Year 10 GCSE Option 

Message from Mr Wilson 

I hope you have a well-earned break over the summer holidays.  I am really looking forward to meeting you all in 
September, all fresh and ready to start your GCSE course.  Over the summer, it would be useful if you have a look at the 
topics that we will be covering. 

The links below are a really good starting point to get you prepared: 

● There are videos on YouTube that cover all aspects of what we have covered in Year 10: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCiOXwirraUAEhj4TUjMxYm4593B2dUPF 

These videos have been created to support the exam specification J277. 
● BBC Bitesize revision for OCR computing Science: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zmtchbk 

 

Creative iMedia - Mr Marshall has some summer pre reading that could give you the edge as you progress through the 
course: 
 

Year 10 going into Year 11- YouTube videos in preparation for R081 Exam in January: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ckG5pt7zxJI&list=PL04uZ7242_M6Ft4t0IUOzhjjvNXIiOqXe  
 

Year 9 going into Year 10 Creative iMedia Option Group 
 
Join Showbie Group code: JQUZW  
Ben & Jerry’s Project (Develop a brand new flavour of ice cream) and History of Marks and Spencer Branding. 

Mr Edwards  
Director of Design Technology    
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