
 

 

   Granville Weekly Newsletter  
     
     Week Beginning: Monday 6th December 2021 
                

 

Message from Mrs Oliphant 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
In the run up to Christmas, we will be reflecting and planning our response to the assessments completed by all year 
groups.  Please ensure good attendance is maintained through to the very end of term.  Our final day of learning, before 
our festive holiday begins, will be Wednesday 22nd December.  Every day matters and whilst I acknowledge that there 
are times when children are ill and unable to attend, I would expect all students to be aspiring to achieve the academy 
target of 97%.  The statistical evidence from the DfE is absolutely compelling: 
 

● Pupils with no absence are 1.3 times more likely to achieve level 4 or above, and 3.1 times more likely to achieve 
level 5 or above, than pupils that missed 10-15% of all sessions 

● Pupils with no absence are 2.2 times more likely to achieve 5+ GCSEs A*- C or equivalent including English and 
mathematics than pupils that missed 15-20% of KS4 lessons 

Please note, if you have received a letter stating your child has been classified as being a “Persistent Absentee”, this is a 
Government term used to identify students who have attendance below their target of 90% and we are required to take 
action to address this.  We will always look to support and maintain good attendance to ensure our students receive the 
education they are entitled to and welcome a meeting with you to discuss how we do this in partnership. 

 

Good attendance absolutely matters, so please ensure your child attends the academy, and your continued support is 
appreciated in securing the best possible outcomes over time that will serve them well within their GCSE achievements 
and beyond. 
 



In light of the recent mocks, we are keen to share grades achieved in these papers, which will be issued on Friday 10th 
December and speak to all Year 11 Parents and Carers.  Our planned evening will take place via remote connections on  
Monday 13th December 2021.  Please ensure you have got your appointments.  This is a critical time, where we need to 
work together to ensure that you and your child are well informed and equipped to really accelerate their progress in the 
build up to our next assessments in March 2022: Year 11 Parents' and Carers' Evening  
 
Please note, we have received from the NHS, information regarding the local COVID-19 vaccination clinics available for 
children aged 12-15 years, who have not had their first dose.   

 
 
We remind all parents and carers that the Flu Immunisations are scheduled to take place on Monday 6th December 2021.  
Again, this is an independent service and you should have responded online to give consent.  If you still wish to do this, 
please follow the link. Flu Immunisations  
 
Friday 10th December, is the closing date for our annual Granville Christmas Card competition.  I look forward to 
receiving the entries and to revealing the chosen design.  There is still time to get involved with prizes to be won.  Who 
will be our winners? 
 
Finally, we will be holding our Christmas dinner on Thursday 16th December 2021.  Form Tutors will be collecting student 
numbers on Monday.  Please speak to your child(ren) about this, so they can opt in or out.  There will be no other 
options served on this day during lunch.  Normal break time service will be supplied, and please note, the Christmas 
dinner is free to all FSM students and no booking is required. 
 
Menu: 

- Roast Turkey Crown served with roast potatoes, stuffing, chipolata, peas, carrots and accompanied with turkey 
gravy. (Vegetarian option available). 

- Selection of festive desserts  
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
Regards, 
 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal  

https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Y11ParentsEveDec.pdf
https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Flu-Letter_-December21.pdf


 

 

Year group Focus: Year 11 
 

Message From Mr Gell ( Vice Principal / ALT Link Year 11) 

 Year 11 Mock Exams 

I would like to congratulate all of the Year 11 students, as their conduct during the recent Mock exams was exemplary. 

Our team of external invigilators commented, how smart, polite, well prepared and determined our students were.  

However, one area we must improve on is attendance during exam periods. We had a significant number of students 

who missed one or more exams during the 2 week exam window, which meant we had to organise additional catch up 

exam sessions upon their return. This then meant students were missing important lessons to sit exams they had 

missed, causing them to miss more learning. Illness is unavoidable, especially during the winter months, and also during 

an international pandemic. However, there were some occasions where students may have been well enough to be able 

to come in and sit their mock exams, but stayed at home. 

When students, hopefully, sit their actual GCSE exams next summer, they will not get a chance to re-sit an exam if they 

miss it, which could potentially impact on their overall grade.  

When we begin the next final set of important mock exams on Monday 28th February, please can you ensure your child 

only misses an exam if they are too unwell to attend school. 

GCSE Exams 2022 - Update 

Though the intention is for all students to be awarded their GCSE grades via 'normal' examinations next summer, the 

Department for Education has recently briefed schools on contingency plans. If students are unable to sit their exams 

next summer as a result of the pandemic, it is likely that they will be awarded their grades via Teacher Assessed Grades 

(TAGs). This means, we are already building portfolios of students' assessed work, should we need to use it as evidence. 

It also means mock exam performance is even more important as an indicator of how students can perform under exam 

conditions. Not completing a mock exam (due to absence) could mean a student misses an important opportunity to 

display what they are capable of. 

When I have more information about changes to GCSE exams next summer, I will share it with you. I am expecting more 

announcements in February.  

EXAM Notices: 

The following mock exams will take place: 

Thursday 16th December at 8.40 a.m. - Physics 

Friday 17th December at 8.40 a.m. - Chemistry 

Monday 20th December at 11.10 a.m. -  Biology 

Actual GCSE Exam : (Creative iMedia) - Monday 10th January at 1.30 p.m. in the Sports Hall. Year 11 lunch will be from 
12.40 p.m. -13.15 p.m. on this day only. 

Message from Mrs Brown Head of Year 11 

We are finally coming to the end of a very long term! Year 11 have pushed through and made excellent use of their time 

in school. 



Year 11 will be collecting their mock examination results on Friday 10th December, ready in anticipation, for our Parents’ 

and Carers’ Evening on Monday 13th December (Details below). 

Year 11 - Parents’ and Carers’ Evening -Monday 13th December - 4.00 p.m. -7.00 p.m. 

https://granvillesportscollege.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/ 

All our Year 11 students will need a restful and enjoyable break, ready to come back with full force in January as we face 

the challenge of the final full term, in anticipation of the start of their final GCSE exams. 

A huge thank you, goes to every parent and carer, for supporting students through the year so far. I am sure you will 

agree with me that considering the nature of 2020/2021, students have done everything in school to the best of their 

ability and deserve a wonderful Christmas break. 

Attendance – a polite reminder 

I wish to reiterate Mr Gell’s comments with regards to attendance, there is a clear link between good school attendance 

and progress. Please support your child to attend whenever possible. They should also independently catch up if they do 

have to miss any lessons, as we don’t know what will come up in the final exam, and students can’t write that they were 

absent that day, no matter how valid their reason for absence is! 

Messages from Year r11 Form Tutors: 

Mr Phelan 11A – 11A have been reflecting on their busy weeks of mock exams in school. In discussion with some of the 

form, it appears they feel positive about the experience of organising their time and resources to best prepare, for 

others it has been an eye opening experience. We have talked about some of the positive aspects, and how they can 

now reflect and build for the next set of Mocks in the new year.  

It was great to have a really positive discussion about the plight of refugees across Europe and especially, the recent 

tragedy in the English channel. The form approaches the 'In the news' topics each week with an openness, which allows 

them to become involved in debate and discussion - well done 11A.  

We continue with our reading of 'The Life of Pi' - we have just found Pi in a lifeboat after the ship he and his family were 

travelling on sunk. We look forward to the next few chapters. 

Mrs Pritchard 11B - After showing great commitment to both Period 6 classes and independent revision, for many of the 
students, the mock exams were a welcome opportunity to showcase their effort and learning, and 11B coped admirably 
with the pressures of this mock exam period. The last few weeks have also given us time to reflect on matters of 
emotional health, a subject of great importance during this time, and it has been fantastic to explore new ways of being 
kind, both to others and to ourselves. Looking ahead, I am really looking forward to having further conversations with 
my form about post-16 education and career options. This is a very exciting time and it is a privilege to support them as 
they begin to make very important decisions about their futures. 

Miss Isaac 11C - Year 11 have had a very busy half term already with their mock exams coming up straight after the half 
term holidays. 11C as a form, have been receiving multiple "assessment achieved" achievement points as a result of this, 
and I am super proud of how hard we have all worked towards these and the form’s positivity stayed high during this 
intense period.  As a form, we are enjoying the morning routines, having some great discussions around our "In the 
news" sessions and our book "the life of Pi". 

We've started putting some consideration into our destinations for next year and had some visits from local 6th Forms,  
whilst this is exciting, I will definitely be sad to see you all go!   

Mr Goddard 11D  - I would like to commend the attitude, effort and resilience that students in my form showed during 
the mock exam fortnight. Each morning has been calm and focussed. 11D have focussed on the demanding exam 
schedule. Hopefully, they will be pleased with achieved results and will be determined to learn from mistakes made and 

then be better set for the January exams.  Christmas fun first though. 🎅 

https://granvillesportscollege.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/


Mrs Warren 11E – 11E have completed their first mock exam series, with a high level of commitment and focus. I'm 
really pleased and I am looking forward to Mock Results Day. Some of 11E have also started to plan for next year with 
Lucy, Jack and George attending Open Days at Burton College. I encourage all of 11E to look at what is available for them 
once they leave Granville. This will give them the focus and additional drive going into the next round of assessments. 

Mr Edwards 11F - It has been a busy half term for 11F, with the mock exams and all the preparation that went before it. 
In form time, they continue to be an extremely polite and well-mannered group. We continue to have discussions about 
the theme of the week, with a mature and respectful attitude. The reading aloud initiative continues in our shared 
reading of the award winning novel ‘The Life Of Pi’. 

 
Mrs L Brown  
Head of Year 11  
 

 

Subject Focus: World Studies  
 

 

Whilst discussing the novel Life of Pi, which we continue to read, we started to discuss favourite books and favourite 

literary characters. There were some varied answers from students and some quite surprising. I was asked about my 

favourite book and character and it has always proved straight forward – The novel ‘Don Quixote’ by Miguel de Cervantes, 

the character, Sancho Panza.  

 

Picasso’s image of Don Quixote and his faithful squire, Sancho Panza. 

 

For me, a favourite line in the book is: 

“The truth may be stretched thin, but it never breaks, and it always surfaces above lies, as oil floats on water.” ... 

Students asked me why I liked this particular line, I told them I see it as a metaphor for how we work. Some students may 

get by for a while without putting in the effort, but eventually they will be caught out. Those students who work hard will 

always rise to the top and succeed. We have talked about the rigours of the mock exam period and how their efforts will 

be rewarded. It has been great to listen to so many students being reflective about their efforts and how they will build 

on their achievements. Many can be very proud of the way they have approached the exams and this endeavour will only 

help them ‘rise to the top’. 

We continue the theme of effort and endeavour for our Bulletin this time with some examples of students who have 

shown their willingness to try their best and work hard, even with more difficult tasks and concepts. 

In History, Year 7 have been looking at the Norman invasion of England. They are assessing how some historians interpret 

this as a ‘colonisation’ of England by the Normans. In seeking evidence, they have looked at the changes which occurred 

and impacts upon England. Evidence of the changing landscape of the mid-11th century was the emergence of castles, 

Motte and Bailey castles, under Norman rule. For homework, students were asked to detail a design of a Motte and Bailey 

castle and how this would impact the people of Anglo Saxon England. Many, such as Darcie B and Imogen B in 7x1, 

produced a visual source to accompany her written piece. A really detailed piece – well done, Darcie and Imogen.  Some, 



such as Harry B even produced a computer designed castle with audio commentary. Again, these really show the Granville 

value of ‘Working hard’. I look forward to reading the rest of the investigations. 

  

 

Interpretations of the past have continued for students in Year 9 History when assessing the long term causes of WWI. 

Never has a topic produced such a vast array of historical debate and students have proved up to the challenge in joining 

the discourse.  

 

Liam F asserting that Imperialism was the main long-term cause of WWI in 1914 

This is countered by Madi H and Brandon W, who fall on the side of Militarism as the most significant long-term cause. 



 

 

The Year 9 History students will continue their study of WWI over the next term with a depth study of the Western 

Front. They will continue to use source material and historians’ viewpoints to investigate and challenge the traditional 

interpretations of the Great War. As much as this will include key debates around the leadership at the Battle of the 

Somme, and significant advances in warfare through the development of new weapons and tactics, there will also be a 

chance to look at some of the more ‘positive’ events of WWI. Non-is timelier than the Christmas truce of 1914. The 

unofficial ceasefires, which brought some respite to the weary fighters. Little did they realise they were only at the start 

of the war. Lest we forget. 

  

 Geography 

The Geography students within World studies have continued their investigations of various topics through the lenses of 

different countries. They continue to focus on how Geography shapes the world around us and its impacts.  

The Year 7s have been studying Brazil and are currently learning about the main features of tropical rainforests, such as 

the Amazon. There is much controversy around the Amazon and deforestation.  Apart from studying the biodiversity 

and ecosystems of the Amazon, they have looked at the impact of the Amazon losing an area nearly 7 times bigger than 

Greater London over the last year! It was great to hear students discussing such topics as I visited classes last week. 

The Year 8s have been studying climate change and cold environments. They have studied the causes of climate change 

and the impacts on Antarctica as well as the main features of Antarctica and human activity in this cold environment. 

They will be learning in the next series of lessons about Tundra environments.  The Geographers have been completing 

their knowledge tasks initially on the greenhouse effect so as to be able to better understand its impacts. Understanding 

the importance of the Antarctic Treaty has helped in furthering their investigations. 

  



  

In Year 10, students have been studying the challenges of natural hazards and have learnt about the causes and impacts 

of earthquakes, weather hazards such as hurricanes and weather hazards that the UK experiences.  The students 

continue to work hard and strive for excellence, building on their good foundations and actioning their teacher feedback 

to push their work to the next level. 

 

 Thank you Libbie M in Year 10 for this great piece of written work on the impacts of volcanoes.  Including taking on 

board the feedback and improving your work. Well done. 

 

 In the next series of lessons, students will be learning about climate change. This continues to be a key area of study 

within Geography, especially as we have just witnessed the Glasgow gathering of the COP26.  

 

We ask students to ‘think like geographers’ and apply their knowledge and skills to investigations, which are at the 

forefront of current affairs.  The use and interpretation of evidence is key in developing an understanding and assessing 

the impact of reactions to global events, such as climate change. Students will be asked to compile evidence for the 

argument that ‘Climate change is real’.  They will continue to share their findings using their geographical skills. 



                             
  

Using data and producing their own reports is a key component of the Geography course, students have shown how 

their disciplinary and substantive knowledge combines to produce some excellent assessments of key questions.  

As always, it is great to showcase some of the hard work and success that students have enjoyed in recent weeks across 

some of the World Studies faculty. We continue to ask students to maintain the Granville value of Working hard, as 

doing the best at this moment puts you in the best place for the next moment. 

  

Thank you and best wishes for the festive period 

We have asked students to share with us any particular History or Geography topics they would like to investigate 

further. This could be something in the news or a particular topic in which they have an interest. We would also like to 

offer parents and carers the same opportunity. We are always looking to bring our subjects to life, in after school clubs 

or groups, where students can investigate further, with some guided support, a particular area of interest. If you have 

any ideas or suggestions, please contact me at the school – pphelan.granville@deferrerstrust.com  

Mr P Phelan 
Director of Learning for World Studies   

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pphelan.granville@deferrerstrust.com

