
          Granville Weekly Newsletter 

     
                    Week Beginning: Monday 6th June 2022 
                      
                 Half Term – Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June 2022  

            

Message from our Principal, Mrs Oliphant 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Congratulations to all students on a successful half term.  I genuinely do not know where the time goes.  When we return, 
exams are still in full swing.  Year 11 will continue having made a fantastic start and we will be welcoming our new intake as 
they begin their transition programme.  Thank you to the Year 7 students, who have designed postcards and written kind 
supportive words to share with our prospective Year 6 students.   I am sure it will be much appreciated. 
 
Year 10 will be preparing for their work experience.  I hear that we are forming links with a wide range of establishments 
and I am sure that this will be enjoyed by all, and be a success. 
 
We are planning to use the booster funding received through the National Tutoring Programme to support all students 
eligible in Year 9, throughout the whole of the last half term.  This will ensure they receive 15 hours of additional support in 
Maths, English or Science that will take place in their subjects that they will not be taking at KS4 (Year 10 and 11).  All 
tutoring sessions will take place in school, during their scheduled lessons, and I am sure this will be a fantastic support in 
accelerating progress and boosting their knowledge, which will serve them well during their GCSE studies.  More details of 
this programme will be shared with you directly if your child is eligible to receive this offer. 
 
A reminder, the Year 7 Parents’ and Carers’ Evening is on Monday 13th June, 3.30 p.m. until 7.00 p.m. :Year 7 Parents' and 
Carers’ Evening letter.  The evening will be a hybrid model of face to face and virtual via the booking system.  Our SENCO, 
Miss Gibson,  will be available to make appointments. The key benefits to attending Parents’ and Carers’ Evening are: 
 
 - Meet teachers and learn how best to support your child with their progress 
 - Opportunity to ask questions and get feedback from your child’s teachers 
 - Check on your child's progress across different subjects 
 - An opportunity to see Granville in real life again and get a feel for the school that we are  
 
Please get in touch with your Head of Year if you cannot attend.  
 
As we embark on a new half term, please encourage your child to take part in extracurricular activities.  Offers for the final 
half term can be viewed here: Extra-Curricular.  Extra curricular is about growth.  It is an opportunity to develop those 
softer skills valued by many employers, such as independence, resilience, teamwork, communication and essentially it is an 
opportunity to have fun, to relax and simply enjoy an activity for pleasure, so please encourage participation.  If there is 
something your child is interested in that is not on the list, please let us know, so that we can consider it in our future 
planning. 
 
A reminder that if during the holidays you are purchasing any new items of uniform they must meet the academy 
regulations. Facial piercings are not permitted within the academy. The expectations clearly state: One pair of small gold or 
silver stud earrings, one worn in each earlobe. No other body piercings or retainers are allowed, including magnetic/fake 
piercings. A wrist watch may be worn. No smart watches. Nose studs are not permitted, where there has been a legacy of 
clear retainers being worn, this is not permitted and will be sanctioned accordingly. Please also note: Formal style, plain 
black shoes. No logos, emblems or coloured trims/patterns. No trainers, canvas, pumps or trainer type shoes will be 
accepted. Heels no higher than 3cm. No boots. Trousers should be tailored, not “skinny fitting” and skirts black, pleated 
and knee length.  
 
My stance is very clear that we uphold the policies to ensure fairness and equity for all. In my assembly, in response to our 
Ofsted, I have made it very clear to students that such issues present a distraction and must not be a potential barrier. It is 
therefore important that students do not present at the academy knowingly in breach of the policies, as this detracts from 
our core purpose, which rightly has to be focused on high quality teaching and learning. Your support in ensuring this is 
able to happen, is expected and appreciated. If there are issues with uniforms, please contact your child’s Head of Year, so 

https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Y7ParentsEve-June22.pdf?t=1653662400
https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Y7ParentsEve-June22.pdf?t=1653662400
https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/204/extra-curricular-1


that we can support you.  The majority of our students get this right - every day.  They are to be commended and I thank 
you for making this happen.  Where this is not happening, I make no apologies for upholding the rules. 
 
A reminder to all our parents and carers that today (Friday 27th May), is the deadline to receive your nomination form if 
you are wishing to stand for election to join our Local Governing Body.  If you would like to be part of the next chapter and 
gain a real insight into the work we are doing, then this is a perfect opportunity.  This is an ideal time to join us and we look 
forward to receiving new members. Parent Governor Letter    Parent Governor Nomination Form  
 
Finally, our Lunch Menu can be found here: Lunch Menu, please note, when we return, we are on Week 3.  We are keen to 
share with you the feedback from our survey.  Please follow the link to view this in full, but we draw your attention to the 
launch of our breakfast for all strategy, which means that any student may join us from 8.00 a.m. and have a “Cereal” 
based breakfast, free of charge.  Breakfast is an important meal that sets us up for the day.  It is linked to increased 
concentration, improved test scores and fundamentally provides increased energy levels.  We hope that this is something 
of interest and we look forward to seeing your child participate in this initiative.  Our offer for those eligible for PP remains 
in place and the uptake for this has significantly improved - if you are not sure about eligibility, or would like more 
information, please speak to your child’s Head of Year. Feedback from Catering and Breakfast Club Survey  
 
Have a great half term.  Stay safe! 
 
Regards,   
 

Mrs Oliphant 

Principal 

 

Facility Hire  
 

All of our fantastic facilities are available for hire during the evenings, weekends and school holidays. 
For the Sports Hall, Activity Hall or our many classrooms, you can view live availability, full details, including prices, as 
well as make booking requests on our lettings website: Granville Academy venue for hire in Swadlincote - SchoolHire 

 

 

Year Group Focus: Year 10  

Year 10 have been taking their mock GCSEs and it has been pleasing to see that they are getting the hang of exam 

etiquette quickly. We have had some compliments from the invigilators about their behaviour during exams, which is 

lovely to hear. 

These mock exams are a great practice for the GCSE exams the students will take this time next year, therefore, it is 

important that attendance remains high during these times. The students gain a lot of confidence sitting the exams in the 

correct exam conditions, so it is vital that all students sit their exams on the day the exam is set for. It takes a lot of 

planning and loss of additional learning time to catch students up with papers they have missed due to absence. 

On the topic of attendance, we as a school strive to have all students in school 100% of the time. We understand that 

people get ill, but if your child is well enough to attend school, we ask that they do. 

Can I please remind you all that girls school trousers should not be tight fitting/skinny trousers that are above the ankle. 

They should be loose fitting and the bottom of the trouser should meet the shoe. If there are any issues with regard to 

this, please let us know and we can advise where to purchase the correct school trousers. 

The school year is flying by and I am proud of all that Year 10 has achieved so far this year and I am looking forward to 

seeing out the final half term before we come back as Year 11 in September. 

I hope that you all have a restful half term and, as ever, please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries. 

Mrs Carter  

Head of Year 10  

https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Parent-Governor-Election-Letter-May22.pdf?t=1652432262
https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Parent-Governor-Nomination-Form.pdf?t=1652432643
https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Granville-menu-Feb-2022.pdf?t=1644935304?ts=1649424595
https://def-granville.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Feedback-from-Catering-Breakfast-Club-Survey-2022.pdf?t=1653660259?ts=1653660364
https://granville.schoolhire.co.uk/


 

Year 10 Work Experience -Monday 27th  June - Friday 1st July 
 

 
Hello Year 10 Parents and Carers,  
 
Our student-led Work Experience for the summer term is in full swing right now.  Many have sourced a placement, using 
the Derbyshire County Council Work Experience database (link below) and have visited employers, and returned paperwork 
to me. 
 
I am aware that for other students, they are still in the process of finding a placement.  We are setting a deadline of Friday 
10th June, after half term, for students to have found a placement.  This will allow Derbyshire County Council (DCC), who 
carry out the essential health and safety checks, time to visit employers, so they are cleared before the first day a student 
attends their placement.  At this stage, I am advising students to contact placements that have been health and safety 
checked/cleared.    
 
My advice to parents/carers, is to help/support their child, for example, calling an employer on their behalf, but then 
handing the phone over to them once you have explained why you are calling.  If you are out and about over half term, why 
not visit an employer that your child may wish to carry out their placement at, and call in and enquire?   
 
Should you or your child find an employer willing to take them for their placement, please email me: 
clambeth.granville@deferrerstrust.com  as soon as possible, with the company details, including address, phone number, 
email and contact name.  I add this to the DCC database, and this leads to them carrying out safety checks.  I am afraid I 
learnt recently that DCC can only now visit employers in Derbyshire, Staffordshire and North West Leicestershire.   
 
For the students, who have collected their paperwork, but have not returned it to me,  please could you support them with 
this, and give them some encouragement to get the paperwork completed.  I will be in school on Tuesday 31st May, during 
half term, so if you or your child wishes to return their signed paperwork then, please email me a time when they will be 
expected to arrive, so I can meet them at Reception.  Alternatively, on my first day (Tuesday 7th June)  in school, after half 
term, they can visit the Careers Office and pass it to me then.  
 
Derbyshire County Council Work Experience database - https://derbyshire.work-experience.co.uk/ 
 
Mr C Lambeth  
Careers and Aspirations Lead 

 

 

Creative Arts Showcase Evening 
 

Monday 27th June, 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.  

Parents are warmly invited to attend Granville and help celebrate an evening with the Creative Arts. You will see Music, 

Drama and PE in action, as well as having the chance to visit the Art exhibition. Refreshments will be available during the 

evening.  

The evening will start at 6.00 p.m. with a stunning musical performance and welcome/introduction from Mrs Oliphant 

(Principal) and Miss Price (Director of Learning for The Creative Arts). You will then be able to visit and watch short Drama 

performances in action, demonstrations of trampolining in the Sports Hall with all the twists and turns, an open rehearsal in 

the Hall and then visit the Art Exhibition to view amazing work completed by the students of Granville. The Creative staff 

and Leadership Team will be around, should you have any questions.  

The evening will finish with a short concert, showcasing the best of Granville and the PBuzz Band. 

Tour guides will be on hand to escort you, should you wish.  

mailto:clambeth.granville@deferrerstrust.com
https://derbyshire.work-experience.co.uk/


To enable us  to make sure we have enough seats / tour guides etc, please can you book tickets via the School Cloud system, 

which is the same system as you use for parents’ evenings. The event is free, and we are excited to welcome you to 

celebrate the evening with us. Here is the link:  https://forms.gle/jYWECmq5YUywqdMi7   

We look forward to meeting you on Monday 27th June. 

Mr Jackson  
Music Teacher  

 

 

 

 

This Girl Can Week  
Monday 27th June until Friday 1st July 

 

Research shows that fear of judgement, a lack of confidence and a lack of 
time stops many women from being as active as they would like. For these 
reasons, Granville Academy has committed to participating in our very own 
This Girl Can Campaign.  This campaign aims to celebrate activity and inspire 
more women to be active. As part of our campaign, the Creative department  
would like to invite your child to take part in our ‘This Girl Can’ activities.  
 
When? This Girl Can activities will take place during PE lessons and after-
school from Monday 27th June until Friday 1st July.  
 
What? Each tutor time, your child will have the opportunity to listen to the 
experiences of women in often male-dominated careers. Your child will also 
have the opportunity to ask our guest speakers questions around their experiences.  Your child will take part in a 5K fun run 
challenge throughout the week during their PE lessons. Your child will receive a race for life medal. Your child will also develop 
their knowledge of famous female artists, musicians and actresses in their Art, Music and Drama lessons.    
 
After-school activities will also be running each afternoon. 
 

- Monday - Creative Arts Showcase. All families are welcome. Please book your place here: Creative Showcase Evening 
- Booking Form, 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 

- Tuesday - Running Club (field), 2:50 p.m.-3:50 p.m. 
               Boxing Club, 2:50 p.m.- 3:50 p.m. 

- Wednesday - Girls’ Football Tournament. Due to safeguarding, unfortunately parents/carers are unable to attend this 
event. 2:50 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

- Thursday - Strength & Conditioning session (weight training & fitness)- Sports Hall 2:50 p.m.- 3:50 p.m. 

- Friday - The Colour Run! Please note, you must complete this google form to give consent for your child to take part 
by Friday 24th June: The Colour Run  

 
This year,  we are raising money for Cancer Research UK. If you wish to sponsor your child, our fundraising page can be found 
here:  https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/granville-academy  
All donations are greatly appreciated.  We hope your child will join us for this fantastic opportunity!  

 
Miss Price 
Director of Learning- Creative Faculty 

https://forms.gle/jYWECmq5YUywqdMi7
https://forms.gle/jYWECmq5YUywqdMi7
https://forms.gle/jYWECmq5YUywqdMi7
https://forms.gle/dLQNYnxrJ5Jsig6B6
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/granville-academy


 

Subject Focus: PE and Creative Arts      
 

Art  

Year 7 are starting a painting project based on the theme ‘Impressionism’. They have been learning to mix paint to expand 
their knowledge of the range of colours they can use/make. We are starting to look at drawing trees and hopefully, will be 
able, weather permitting, to go outside to paint from life. 

                 

                                     Alexa A                                                                                                 Courtney B  

 

Year 8 are developing their 
knowledge of ‘Pop Art’. This 
project will involve students 
applying their portrait skills to 
create a Pop Art style portrait. 
Students are currently 
improving their painting skills 
by practising achieving the 
"flat colour" technique. 

                                                                                                                                                             
Josie H  

Year 9 have completed their final metamorphosis drawings on paper and are now going to be using their iPads to create a 
digital metamorphosis portrait. We have been outside doing some photography and are currently learning to use editing 
apps, so that students can complete their final digital portrait. 



  

                                                   Mollie E                                                         Zane R  

Year 10 students are starting to work more independently by choosing their own theme for their natural forms project. 
We have a wide range of themes, including insects, flowers, skulls and snakes! Students are currently working towards 
completing an A3 tonal drawing. 

 

                                                                                              Courtney C  

Miss Shearer  

Art Teacher  



Drama  

Students in Years 7,8 and 9 have 
been working on Willy Russell's 
famous play "Blood Brothers" in 
their Wednesday after school 
sessions. Here Seb W plays "Micky" 
who is being questioned by his long 
suffering teacher played by Lucas D. 
Dylan H  is playing the part of 
"Perkins". Also pictured are Leon T, 
Callum R and Brandon S. 

Mr Jolley  

Drama Teacher  

 

Music 

Year 7 are currently learning about ‘Programme Music’, music which is written about a story or painting/concept. ‘In the 
Hall of the Mountain King’, was originally written in 1876 by Edvard Grieg, a Norwegian composer, as part of a suite. The 
piece has now been adopted by Alton Towers, and used as their signature tune for advertising. After half term they will be 
performing.  

Year 8 are currently working on ‘The Blues’, we have been practising the chords sequence and walking bass line on the 
keyboards and now preparing to perform either Hound Dog, Mercy or Pencil Full of Lead. We will end the year with 
performances both on the keyboard and guitar celebrating the best of the blues. 

Year 9 are studying ‘Pop Music’ from the 1950s up to the turn of the century. They are preparing to perform ‘Let it Be’ by 
the Beatles. Once they have completed their performance, which will be both hands together (treble and bass clef reading) 
they will move onto performing other songs on a variety of instruments, composing their own song or making an 
arrangement of a song of their choice. We will end the year celebrating their achievements with a grand finale concert. 

Below is a picture of the school band, who meet every Thursday night. They are a mixture of Year 7 and 8. We are always 
looking for more players to join. Any instrument, any level, all welcome!  

 

 



 

As part of the Creatives Celebration Evening, I am putting together a new band, who will 
rehearse on a Tuesday night, starting on Tuesday 7th June up until the evening on the 27th 
June. No experience is required. We will learn how to play a PBuzz. They are a lot of fun and 
easy to play. They are an introduction to playing the trombone. During the evening of the 
27th June, we will rehearse for a short period of time, before performing a specially written 
piece. All I ask, is that they make a commitment to the Tuesday nights up until 27th, be at 
the performance and complete the google form below. 

Link for the Google form to complete: https://forms.gle/Jvb1WbaiPbz94AbH7  

 

 

Mr D Jackson  
Music Teacher  

  

Physical Education 

Team Granville 

On Tuesday 24th May, The PE department took 46 
students to Shobnall Athletics Track to represent 
Granville Academy across a range of field and track 
events. Students from across Years 7-10 competed in 
their teams and gained points for Granville. These 
students will also represent the Academy on Tuesday 
7th June. The students were a credit to Granville 
Academy. 

 Miss Price 

 

 

Tennis club runs every Thursday 2.45 p.m. - 3.45 p.m. 
students have challenged each other, through competitive 
game play and adapted forms of tennis, designed to 
improve shot accuracy. This club will run throughout the 
summer term, and all equipment is provided. Why not 
come and challenge Mr Goddard to a game?  

Mr Goddard  

 

https://forms.gle/Jvb1WbaiPbz94AbH7


 

Our cricket club runs every Thursday after school. 
As the weather has improved, so have our 
numbers. It is open to boys and girls from all year 
groups, and is enjoyed by students who are new to 
cricket or those who already play in local clubs.  

With England’s men’s and women’s Test matches 
starting in June, alongside the domestic T20 Blast 
and Hundred competition our cricket club is a great 
opportunity to come along, practise playing like 
your heroes. Learn how to smash a ball like Jos 
Buttler or Heather Knight, bowl quick and knock 
the batter’s stumps out like James Anderson or 
Katherine Brunt or catch a ball like Ben Stokes or 
Danni Wyatt. There have already been a number of close finishes in the games we play that would rival the England v New 
Zealand World Cup Final, so if your heart can handle the pressure, come along and have some fun in the sun (hopefully). 

Mr Friswell 

 

Winning Minds 

The winning minds project that some of our Year 7 students have been completing in conjunction with DCCT came to a 
fabulous end on Tuesday 24th May with a tour around Pride Park, Derby, and then enjoying some pizza and team building 
activities. 

Adam Woolley, Well-being Officer for DCCT, has worked with the group of students for 12 weeks to develop their personal 
skills, confidence and leadership skills. Students have completed the Young Leaders award, regularly attended after school 
hub sessions, and have also worked on a social action project, where they baked cookies and cupcakes for groups in the 
local community. 

The project will continue next year, where Adam will work with current students in Year 8 and our new year 7 cohort. 

  

 

 

Mrs Brickley 

 



Game of Our Own Girls’ Leadership 
Academy 

Over the past term, our Girls’ Football team have 
been working hard to celebrate and continue to 
grow Girls’ Football within Granville Academy. Our 
team of students have regularly attended training 
sessions and took part in after-school sessions to 
develop their leadership skills. After-half term, 
these students will be taking part in a Leadership 
Workshop, to help prepare them to lead primary 
school sporting events. As a reward for their hard 
work, Our Girls’ Leadership Academy were issued 
with some brand new kit on Wednesday! 

Miss Price 

 

Boxing Club 

Over the last half-term, our students have been developing 
their boxing skills with our external Boxing coach Brad Park. 
Students have developed their stance, jabs, crosses and 
uppercuts. Boxing is a great sport to build confidence, instil 
respect and develop self-discipline. Boxing club takes part 
every Tuesday 2:45-3:45 pm. Come and give it a go! 

Kind regards 

Miss Price  
Director of Learning for PE and Creative Arts     

 


