
 

 

    
   Granville Weekly Newsletter  
     
     Week Beginning: Monday 7th February 2022 
                

 

Message from Mrs Oliphant 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
In connection with Children's Mental Health week, which runs from the 7- 13 of February,  Derbyshire county council 
will be running a month-long campaign, based around mental health and getting everyone talking, offering support 
when needed.  Please see the following links for more information: Talking about mental health - Derbyshire County 
Council,  Time to Talk flyer .   
 
Within our academy, we aim to support this by delivering a very targeted programme, which will include the following: 
 

Children’s Mental Health Awareness week - The Granville Package  

- Launch of Granville’s first Well-being Newsletter 
- Further signposting of our well-being Library  
- Daily Showbie message for students with a focus on promoting positive mental health  
- Daily Facebook message for parents / carers, this will include the promotion of the National Online Safety 

website that you can access  

Year 10 students will  also be taking part in a full day working alongside Humanutopia.  The day is focussed on 
supporting our students to feel hopeful for their future, develop confidence, overcome barriers, consider their 
behaviour and understand themselves and each other better and we hope that our students find this a very motivating 
and positive experience.  Follow up sessions will also take place within Value lessons to ensure that this is a rich 
experience.    
 
Year 11 will continue with their morning sessions looking at revision techniques in order to support their preparation, 
to provide them with the physical techniques and tools that will reduce their stress and lead to success in their 
forthcoming mocks.   We hope that students have found the MFL tutor groups useful in preparing them for their French 
exam that is taking place next week.  Please ensure that your child accesses the MFL Super Saturday session to really 
maximise their performance and secure those grades.  Parents and carers of Year 11, please encourage your child to 
also attend the Period 6 sessions.  The topic areas have been specifically designed to address common areas of 
concern.  To miss them at this stage is a poor choice, so please encourage good attendance and support us in this final 
push to the mock exams.  I shared the statistical evidence before and will do so again - in Maths 88% of those that 
attended the Period 6 sessions increased their marks by an average score of 35 - it really is essential to attend! 
 
A reminder that the full mocks start on Monday 14th February, and a copy of the full timetable can be found here: 
Mocks Timetable  
 
I remind all parents, carers and students that facial piercings are not permitted within the academy.  The expectations 
clearly state: One pair of small gold or silver stud earrings, one worn in each earlobe. No other body piercings or 
retainers are allowed including magnetic/fake piercings. A wrist watch may be worn. No smart watches. Nose studs 
are not permitted, where there has been a legacy of clear retainers being worn, this is not permitted and will be 
sanctioned accordingly.  Please also note: Formal style, plain black shoes. No logos, emblems or coloured 
trims/patterns. No trainers, canvas, pumps or trainer type shoes will be accepted. Heels no higher than 3cm. No 
boots. My stance is very clear that we uphold the policies to ensure fairness and equity for all.  It is important that 
students do not present at the academy knowingly in breach of the policy as this detracts from our core purpose, which 
has to be focused on high quality teaching and learning.  Your support in ensuring this is able to happen, is expected 
and appreciated.  If there are issues with uniforms, please contact your child’s Head of Year, so that we can support 
you. 

https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/social-health/health-and-wellbeing/mental-health-and-wellbeing/talking-about-mental-health/talking-about-mental-health.aspx
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/social-health/health-and-wellbeing/mental-health-and-wellbeing/talking-about-mental-health/talking-about-mental-health.aspx
https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Time-to-talk-flyer.pdf
https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Mock-Timetable-FEB-Mar.pdf


 
It has been fantastic to hear that many students are engaging in our enrichment offer.  STEM club is now full and we 
will look to offer more places after half term and we are pleased that our new clubs, such as Warhammer and 
MasterChef have started well, alongside our full sports offer, which is always very well attended. 
 
Remember Super Saturdays and Kip McGrath sessions continue for Year 11.  If they are scheduled to attend, we expect 
them there. 
 
Year 9 GCSE Options support. 
 
In addition to the lunchtime GCSE Options choices "drop in" sessions, Mr Lambeth is providing Options support to Year 
9 students next week, in the Library, on Wednesday 9th February, Thursday 10th and Friday 11th February. Mr 
Lambeth can also offer support to parents and carers, so please contact him and he will be happy to call you if required.  
Alternatively, if you would like to  email regarding any GCSE choices-related questions you have, Mr Lambeth is happy 
to answer them. The email address is clambeth.granville@deferrerstrust.com, or contact via the school number. 
 
Finally, well done to Imogen B and Ashleigh P, who have created a huge, fantastic cake for the Queen's Jubilee 
competition - it is absolutely stunning and we wish you well in the competition.  Thank you also on behalf of the staff 
for donating it to the Staff Room, a lovely gesture that I am sure has made many staff very happy today! 
 
 

 
 
 
Have a great weekend.  
Regards, 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal 

 

 

 

 

Year group Focus: Year 7  
 
What a great start to our Spring term Year 7 have made!  
 
7C are currently leading the charge with achievement points this term with 212, closely  followed by - 7D with 187 
points and 7E who have 184. Well done to these tutor groups, I am sure we will be issuing out some treats for the 
winners!  
 
It is crucial that we instil our Values into our students early in their school career. We really appreciate your support 
ensuring our students arrive on time to the academy in the correct uniform.  We have issued all Year 7s with their new 



Granville Academy lanyard, this too, is part of their uniform. It is also important they arrive with their Ready to Learn 
pack and a charged iPad, so they are prepared for the day.  
 
I have had the opportunity to pop into lessons over the past couple of weeks, it has been great to see all the different 
topics Year 7 are currently covering. Mr Stone's Geography class have been looking at National Parks and why we have 
them. The PE classes have been using our fantastic Fitness Suite. The tantalising aromas coming from the Food 
Technology room, whilst they were making lemon cheesecake were incredible, they looked fabulous too, I hope some 
of them made it home! They have also been learning about healthy bodies in Values, including healthy skin, healthy 
teeth and being sun safe.  
 
With the evenings drawing out, this is a great opportunity to look at the after school extra curricular activities that 
Granville has to offer: Extra curricular Timetable.  
 
Some parents/carers have reported an issue with SIMS. If you do have an issue, please do get in touch as soon as 
possible.  
 
Warm wishes,  
 

Miss White  
Head of Year 7  
 

 

 

 

Subject Focus: World Studies   
 

Since returning from the Christmas break, it has been great to see students refreshed and attacking their studies in a 
really positive fashion.  Visiting lessons around the World Studies department, I have witnessed engaged students, who 
are developing a real enthusiasm for their subjects. A lot of this has been evident in the RE lessons focused on ‘Putting 
God on Trial’ – using the Holocaust as an event. This has been poignant as last week, we had Holocaust Memorial Day 
(27th January).  The horrific events, such as the Holocaust, raise questions across many areas of study and for students, 
it has been beneficial to look at it from Historical and Philosophical perspectives, it was great to witness some of the 
trials! 

As time passes, it is important to commemorate and remember the atrocities of the past. Each year, there are fewer 
testimonies from survivors, but what has been evident in listening to some of them still talk is that they have seen the 
event as life affirming. 

“If we can survive that! Then every day from then on is a blessing to behold and I plan to make the most of it!”. These 
were the words of just one of those fortunate to survive.  

 

Holocaust Memorial day has been ongoing since 2001 and is held on the 27th of January as the 
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz Birkenau at the end of WW2. 

 

 

For the World Studies newsletter, this time around, the focus is on the RE and MFL departments, led by Mrs Kiraly and 
Mrs Mays below.  

 
Mr Phelan  
Director of World studies   
 

https://www.granvilleacademy.co.uk/images/Enrichment-timetable-Jan22v2.pdf


Year 9 RE 

Year 9 have been looking at ethical issues in their RE lessons recently. We spent a few lessons looking at the Holocaust 
and the lasting impact. Year 9 then completed an evaluation question looking at arguments for and against God being 
to blame for the Holocaust. 

They spent one lesson planning and the next lesson, we turned our classrooms into a courtroom and put God on trial! 
Students were split into the defence team, prosecution, jury, Jewish community and one student from each class were 
tasked with the role of God. 

Miss. Capewell and Mrs. Kiraly were so impressed with the mature attitude, amount of effort and dedication each 
group showed. It was clear students had completed additional research to win the trial or to prove their innocence. 

Students really enjoyed the chance to debate and develop their written work into a more practical format.  Here are 
some recollections written by our students: 

Our class court trial was an educational insight to the opinions, beliefs and further research of others. Topics, such as 
free will, religious beliefs and Moral evil were some of the main topics discussed. Bringing together a class full of people, 
who each had their own personal beliefs, revealed the high level of understanding. The topic of the Holocaust being 
ended this way was a clever decision as a term of knowledge was showcased equally through different voices. Grace, Y9. 

We as a class did a court trial about the holocaust, the content of this trial was that God should be responsible for the 
holocaust. We had two sides (defenders and prosecutors) both sides tried to convince the Jury that God was responsible 
or not responsible for the holocaust.  After Both sides were finished the jury discussed what they thought about the 
arguments, then told the class if they think God is innocent or guilty.  Freya Y9. 

Recently, as a class, we performed a trial. The purpose of this trial was to discover and think about was God and should 
God be held accountable for the Holocaust. The prosecutors attempted to prove God to be guilty of causing (or not 
preventing) the Holocaust. Some of the evidence used was that he could have and should have taken away Hitler’s free 
will. Another piece of evidence was that the Jewish people were ‘God's chosen people’ and God should have protected 
them at all cost. The defendants were trying to defend God. The evidence they used is that God could not have taken 
Hitler’s free will as he promised he wouldn’t take away free will. Another piece of evidence used is that God is omni 
benevolent and loves all people EQUALLY and if he was to pick a side in the Holocaust he would be breaking his omni 
benevolence. In the end the Jury sided with the defendants and God was declared innocent.   Ewan, Y9. 

The trial was a very unique way of presenting our personal opinions of who was to blame for the Holocaust in a 
debate/courtroom style format. It forces you to look at different perspectives from your own to gain an idea of the 
points they would use against you. Everyone was involved in presenting countering arguments and working with their 
team to create an equally enjoyable courtroom debate.  Robbie, Y9. 

Students are now formulating their ideas into some extended writing and I look forward to reading them. 

Ms Kiraly 
Head of RE and Values 

As I visit the MFL department, I am always delighted to hear lots of the language being spoken by students. The Year 7 
and 9 groups, who have been continuing their French studies have shown a real Gallic flair, which has been great to 
witness.  In Year 10, I have been privileged to listen as students have prepared for a practice speaking test, many 
seemed to be keen to demonstrate their obvious proficiency. Good luck, I know you will do really well.  



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

We look forward to the students continuing to flourish in their studies and especially challenge themselves as they 
move forward. 

Miss S Mays  
MFL Subject Leader 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


