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Message from Mrs Oliphant 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back to all students.  It was great to see students arriving promptly full of energy and ready to learn.  This is 
important if we are to maximise our learning during this very important term. In our recent parental survey, a number of 
parents stated that you would like more information about what your child will learn during the year.  All of our 
curriculum maps are available to view on our website, but to help you on a more immediate basis, please view this 
important link, which highlights in each year group the topic areas for this half term, links to curriculum resources that 
you can encourage your child to access and information on how they will be assessed this half term.   As always, if you 
require any further information, please do not hesitate to make contact with us at the academy.  We will always try to 
address your responses and I hope that this link is useful. Subject Topic Areas   
 
Next week is exceptionally busy.   I remind you that our COVID vaccination programme is scheduled by the NHS to take 
place on Monday 8th November 2021.  This is an independent service, so please ensure you have returned your consent 
form to them directly.    
 
Mock exams for Year 11 will also start on Monday 8th November. The full programme can be viewed by following the 
Year 11 Mock Timetable .  I cannot stress how important it is for students to take these exams seriously and to do their 
absolute best.  We are still in very uncertain times and whilst we are all optimistic about final exams taking place, we 
must control the controllables, which means giving our all and doing our very best in all of our assessments. 
 
Our big and bold extra curricular activities all begin next week. Please follow the link: Extra Curricular Timetable  to see 
the full programme and encourage participation, where possible. We hope to see your child there. All activities start at 
3.00 p.m. and finish at 3.45 p.m. unless stated differently on the programme. 
 
Thank you to the parents and carers who have expressed an interest in being part of the Guardians of Granville.  Our first 
meeting is scheduled for Monday 15th November 2021 and we look forward to seeing you there.  If you want to join us, 
please email Miss Hewart to register your interest.  It is intended that the minutes of the meeting will be made available 
for you to see - again as a transparent mechanism for you to have a clear understanding of the what, why and how, so 
that you have a deeper understanding of decisions made, where appropriate.  
 
One of the points raised has been around the use of Knowledge Organisers.  As an academy, we deliver a knowledge rich 
curriculum, which essentially means that we place emphasis on what we call the core and critical information that 
students must know in order to recall, connect, apply and synthesise; to perform well within their final exams and 
assessments.  Every week, we ask students to use their Knowledge Organisers to read and recall the key information as a 
means of committing it to long term memory, but we are conscious that we have not shared with parents how students 
should do this effectively at home to support their learning.  Please take a few minutes to view the  following video, 
which gives a little insight into how to self quiz using a Knowledge Organiser. How to self quiz using a knowledge 
organiser .  You can support your child by sitting with them and testing them.  You can use the definitions and help your 
child through regular engagement and the more you can do this, the more it is likely they will retain and be able to recall 
in the ways I describe above.  If you want to know more, this is a topic that will be explored in the Guardians of Granville 
session, or you can email Mr Friswell directly on sfriswell.granville@deferrerstrust.com. 
 
Please note, the date for the flu immunisations has been confirmed and will take place on Monday 6th December. The flu 
nasal sprays will be offered to all students in Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11. Please follow the link:  Flu Nasal Vaccinations to 
complete the consent form. Our unique school code is DD144533. The option to consent or decline the vaccination is at 
the end of the questionnaire, so please complete the form even if you do not want your child to have the vaccination.  
 
I am aware that some parents have received texts regarding trousers that do not meet the academy regulations.  
Trousers must not be skinny or cropped.  The uniform clearly states that they are to be tailored and full length.  We insist 
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on all students adhering to the regulations as we take pride in the way we present ourselves within our academy and 
within our local community.  I have always been very explicit about the importance of wearing our uniform correctly, 
with pride  and we will continue to uphold our expectations to ensure we maintain the highest of standards for students 
within our academy. 
 
We are excited to share images of our new sheltered dining area.  This is a fantastic addition to the academy and will be 
also used as an outdoor classroom as required.  This is now open for students to use and we hope that you enjoy it.   
 
 

 
 
 
Finally, we are in the process of expanding our Local Governing Body and invite you on the 8th November to view an 
important letter, which will be sent to you.  Please look out for this exciting opportunity should you wish to join our 
team. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
Regards, 
 

Mrs Oliphant 
Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

 


