
                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

 

 

 

10th January 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Happy New Year to you all and I look forward to the Spring Term here at Granville Academy.  

In light of the recent Government announcement, which applies to all schools in England, I want to remind all 
parents/carers and students that we will be asking students to wear masks at all times whilst in the building; including 
classrooms unless they are exempt on medical grounds.  Whilst this is a disappointing set back, I see this as a short-term 
measure that may impact positively in keeping our academy, our community safe, allowing us to continue with face to 
face learning that we know our students value during this difficult time.  Masks are not required for outdoors or during 
PE lessons but must be worn in the changing rooms.  We recommend that all students bring a clear plastic bag for their 
mask to be stored during this time.  Last term, students were generally good at bringing their mask to the academy and I 
trust that this will continue.  We carry a small reserve located in the Head of Year offices, but as this is now mandatory, 
we would ask that these good habits are maintained so that we can focus on the learning.  Any student exempt on medical 
grounds must wear their purple lanyard and these should have been issued by their Head of Year.  We ask that students 
regularly wash their hands and use the hand sanitiser located by every classroom door, prior to entering, and again when 
leaving.  Classrooms will be ventilated and whilst the uniform standards will be upheld, I have no objections to students 
wearing base layers or the school jumper if required.   

In continuing to keep our academy safe, please note, it is absolutely essential that if a student, or anyone they live with, 
develops any of the symptoms of COVID-19 (including a continuous cough, temperature or fever, loss/change in taste or 
smell) that they complete an LFT. For those with symptoms, this should then be followed by a PCR test.   

We are asking all staff and students to test at least two times a week, preferably Sunday and Wednesday.  Please note, 
there is a change to the guidance, that if your LFT is positive, and you have no symptoms, you must self-isolate 
immediately as it is likely that you are asymptomatic.  There is no need to confirm via a PCR and the new guidance states 
you should retest using an LFT from day 6.  A student can return to the academy when they have two negative tests that 
are 24 hours apart.  We hope that in the unfortunate event of contracting the virus, students can return to the academy 
quicker and not miss valuable learning time.  Please note, if a student does not get a negative reading by the normal 
isolation period of 10 days, they are able to return, unless they are showing continuous symptoms, at which point, medical 
attention may be needed.   

Students must test daily if anyone in their household is symptomatic or if they have been identified as a close contact via 
test and trace.  If the LFT is negative, students should continue to attend the academy.   

We know how important it is for students to be in school.  There is no substitute for high quality face to face learning and 
at our academy – every lesson matters!   

For all the guidance, please follow the link: What parents and carers need to know about early years providers, schools 
and colleges - GOV.UK  
 
As always, please ensure that any positive cases are reported to the NHS via their platform and to the academy via the 
attached link:   Lateral Flow Testing Student Form   

Please note that whilst this guidance is in place, we will be moving all assemblies to a remote model, and regrettably, will 
not be able to offer our planned hybrid Parents’ Evening.  We politely request that visits to the site are by appointment 
only and should be considered essential.  We will of course continue to communicate with you regularly and are available 
to contact via telephone and email.   

At this point, all other operations remain as they were, and we will notify you of any necessary changes.  Fingers crossed 
that the review on the 26th January, gives a more positive pathway forward.  I am sure we all had hoped for a better 
outlook going into the new year but as always, we will ensure we do everything we can to provide the absolute best for 
our students.  It is a critical time and term.  Exams for Year 11 have already started today and there is much to do.  Your 
support and cooperation as always is appreciated in communicating the expectations and ensuring that we can focus our 
attention on ensuring high quality teaching and learning is at the forefront of everything we do. 

  Granville Academy 

 

Burton Road, Woodville, Swadlincote, Derbyshire, DE11 7JR 
Phone: (01283) 216765 Fax: (01283) 552934 E-mail: office.granville@deferrerstrust.com 

 Principal: Mrs M Oliphant, BA Hons, NPQH 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSelJ-FFJZQdVPQZutJQ_PmHYDJyj32F601rh3VVyAmIEVNv9A/viewform


 
As always, please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or need support. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Mrs Oliphant  
Principal 


